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HOLIDAY

BY KATHERINE RAMOS
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

T hanksgiving is upon us, considered a time for family and friends to give thanks for health, 
happiness, love, or whatever is on their mind. Proclaimed a national holiday in 1863 by Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln at the height of the Civil War, today Thanksgiving is often an occasion 

that seems more synonymous with the food served than the root sentiment. Alas, Imperial Valley 
residents provided a reminder what is at the heart of holiday, namely, what they are most thankful for.

Happy Thanksgiving to All

“Right now my whole family is fine, 
none of them are sick, and I’m 

thankful that we are finally meeting 
again at my grandma’s house for this 

Thanksgiving.”
Ozzie Sanchez, Calexico

“I’m thankful my family is healthy and 
that they are here with me.”

Freddie Chin, Calexico

“I’m thankful for my mother, that 
she’s still with us. She’s 69!”

Victoria Bubley, El Centro

“I’m thankful for my family and 
everybody being here, we cherish our 
time together. This Thanksgiving will 
be special because we are all getting 

together as siblings and family.”
Leslie Ruiz, Brawley

“That everyone in my family is im-
mune, they’re good and that’s what 

I’m thankful for Thanksgiving.”
Joe Lopez, Brawley

“I’m thankful for my family, and for 
their help in helping me with my 

house.”
Olivia Mayoral, Imperial

Zochil Beltran pulls a pan of roasted turkeys from the oven at the Salvation Army kitchen on North Fifth Street in El Centro on Tuesday morning, Nov. 23, 
as the agency gots ready for its annual Thanksgiving feast for the less fortunate on Wednesday, Nov. 24. | MEGAN JONES PHOTO

REGION

BY JULIO MORALES
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

WINTERHAVEN — More than 20 years after 
the Fort Yuma Quechan Tribe successfully halted 
a gold-mining proposal in the Indian Pass area, it 
is mobilizing against another proposed project on 
the land the tribe considers sacred.

The area, located on federal land in the southern 
part of the Chocolate Mountains and north of the 
tribe’s reservation, contains multiple cultural arti-
facts, including a trail that connects to the tribe’s 
mythic birthplace, Spirit Mountain, in Nevada.

Much like he did decades ago, Quechan Tribe 
member Preston Arrow-weed finds himself front 
and center in the current effort to prevent the new 
mining proposal by Imperial Gold from becoming 
operational. 

Quechans 
Fight Indian 
Pass Project
Proposed Mining Operation on 

Sacred Land Pits Fort Yuma 
Tribe Against Imperial Gold

Members of the Fort Yuma Quechan Tribe along with members 
of the tri-state Fort Mojave Indian Tribe, Gila River (Ariz.) Indi-
an Community, Cocopah Indian Tribe, as well as local commu-
nity members and environmental activists took part in a “spirit 
walk” on tribal land in Winterhaven on Saturday, Nov. 20 to 
stand in opposition to a proposed mine at Indian Pass by Im-
perial Gold. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO

ENVIRONMENT

BY MARCIE LANDEROS
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

CALEXICO — District 1 Imperial County Su-
pervisor Jesus Escobar celebrated a personal victo-
ry when the Imperial County Air Pollution Con-
trol District held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for 
its new temporary monitoring shelter, which will 
measure air pollutants along New River. 

“I’ve been a resident of Calexico for 40 years. 
On a personal level, I have three asthmatic chil-
dren, pre-asthmatic … they’re pre-asthmatic. Two 
of them have had successful battles with cancer,” 
Escobar said of why he so passionately supported 
the station in an interview after the ceremony on 
Thursday morning, Nov. 18.

New Monitoring
 Station Focuses on 

New River Air Quality

See INDIAN PASS, PAGE 11

See NEW RIVER, PAGE 5



Admittedly, Imperial Valley
may not have readily available
solutions for all the public health
challenges it faces.

But the collective efforts of
community members, grassroots
organizations and public and pri-
vate entities may prove to be the
best shot at highlighting and
addressing those longstanding
issues.

Already, such emerging coali-
tions are yielding results, espe-
cially when initiatives include

community members whose nar-
ratives are used to help illuminate
a troubling trend.

“We need to give voice to
people who live and work in area
to share data about lived experi-
ences,” said Dr. Helina Hoyt, San
Diego State University-Imperial
Valley nursing program coordi-
nator.

As co-lead of the SDSU IV
RISE (Research, Innovation,
Student Engagement) Center,
Hoyt is helping lead the universi-
ty’s push to harness community

partnerships and initiate commu-
nity engagement to address
issues unique to the local trans-
border region. 

Increasingly, academics are
advocating for such “bottom up”
approaches, Hoyt said during her
closing remarks for the third
annual Re:Border binational con-
ference on Wednesday, Nov. 17.

Re:Border 2021 was a two-
day conference that started
Tuesday, Nov. 16 and was hosted
through SDSU’s main campus

Re:Border 2021 Highlights
Academic Partnerships
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Adolfina “Fina” Woo, 84,
of Calexico, CA passed
away on July 7, 2021 from
COVID-19.

Fina, was predeceased
by her parents Adolfo and

Trinidad, and her husband Lee Ming Woo. She is
survived by her daughters, Maria Woo, Alicia
Bullock, Mayla Martinez and Mireya Black, and
her six grandchildren: Jean-Michael, Priscila,
Enrique, Andrea, Asha and Carlos.

A private family graveside service was held
November 24, 2021 at Mt. View Cemetery in
Calexico. In lieu of flowers consider making a
donation to your local food bank.

Adolfina Woo

On the heels of an announce-
ment that exploratory drilling
was underway in the first geot-
hermal-mineral-recovery project
at the Salton Sea, Controlled
Thermal Resource’s Hell’s
Kitchen facility, the state’s
Lithium Valley Commission held
its first public forum to hear con-
cerns and field questions on the
lithium-extraction process.

Taking part in the streaming
forum on Wednesday, Nov. 17,
were Lithium Valley
Commission members and
Assembly member Eduardo
Garcia, D-Coachella, whose leg-
islation, Assembly Bill 1657, cre-
ated the commission. 

“The intention of this meeting
is to provide the opportunity to
learn about opportunities and
challenges to lithium develop-
ment from geothermal brine in
the Salton Sea region, for the
community to share their
thoughts and ask questions about
what matters most to them and
their communities,” said Silvia
Paz, chair of the Lithium Valley
Commission, during the opening

of the forum. 
The commission was devel-

oped as a response to geothermal
and lithium-extraction compa-
nies that are set to begin building
pilot projects to mine the metal
widely used in electronics and
rechargeable batteries from geot-
hermal brine drawn from the
earth to produce energy. The two
active projects in development
are from Controlled Thermal
Resources, which announced in a
press release on Monday, Nov.
15, that it had started to drill one
of two investigatory wells as part
of its Hell’s Kitchen geothermal
and mineral plant. The other
company is EnergySource LLC,
which already runs the Hudson
Ranch II geothermal plant at the
Salton Sea resource area.

Supporters of direct lithium
extraction claim that the process
of removing the lithium through
the geothermal brine is the safest,
least environmentally impactful
method of acquiring this valuable
resource. Other types of commer-
cial lithium-extraction methods,
like hard-rock mining and solar
evaporation, rely on heavy chem-

icals and huge evaporation ponds
that create a tremendous amount
of waste and pollution in the
communities they are located and
use vast amounts of water.

Pollution and public health
were the focal point of many of
the questions that came out of the
forum. Time and again members
of the community questioned
whether this new system of col-
lecting lithium will have any
effect on pollution or public
health in the area around the
Salton Sea, which already strug-
gles with those issues due to the
sea’s receding shoreline and
emissive dust.

“What I keep hearing, not just
from the developers, but from
researchers is that when you’re
extracting lithium directly, in this
closed-loop process, that you are
not adding contaminants to any-
thing else. Now, if I hear some-
thing else, I’ll be the first one as
many other commissioners prob-
ably right to say, to raise the red
flag,” said Paz in response to one
such question, explaining that
she lives nine miles from the

For a second time in the past
few weeks, an Imperial resident
has brought concerns to the City
Council over how traffic at
Highway 86 and 15th Street will
affect children in the area as they
make their way to nearby Frank
Wright Middle School.

Resident Chuck Jernigan
spoke up during public com-
ments of the Imperial council
meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 17,
with his concern over the lack of
action by the city over the traffic
issues on Highway 86 and 15th
Street, with Jernigan offering
what he called a temporary solu-
tion.

Jernigan suggested the city
stagger the use of the lights for
the eastbound and westbound
traffic, saying that is where the
main issue has been with the
lights going on at the same time.
He said when the light is green
and children are crossing the
street to get to school, vehicles
that are eastbound on 15th Street
are unable to turn onto Highway
86 if going north.

He says the city should work
with the school to get the cross-
ing guards to only cross children
when the traffic is going west-

bound. This would cut down on
the amount of time it takes people
heading north to get across the
highway.

“This might be a temporary
solution to the hazard that is out
there,” Jernigan said.

This is not the first time
Jernigan has brought up this traf-
fic issue. He also spoke about the
intersection at the Nov. 3 City
Council meeting. He was disap-
pointed the issue was not put on
the meeting agenda for Nov. 17.

A study is being done of the
area in connection with the beau-
tification of Highway 86, and the
city is aware of the hazard that is
out there, City Manager Dennis
Morita said on Wednesday.

The is ongoing but could be
done in its earliest form by end of
December, Assistant City
Manager Alexis Brown said. The
contract for the study is sched-
uled through July, but Brown said
the city is expediting the portion
of the study where Jernigan has
proposed the solution.

The results of the study for
that area should be available for
pub-lic viewing during the Dec.
15 meeting, Brown said.

Artist impression of Controlled Thermal Resources’ fully integrated Hell’s Kitchen Lithium and Power Facilities
near the Salton Sea. | CONTROLLED THERMAL RESOURCES IMAGE

Lithium Valley Commission Holds 1st Public Forum
BY MARCIE LANDEROS

The intersection of Highway 86 and 15th Street in Imperial is shown. | KATHERINE
RAMOS PHOTO

Imperial Man Proposes Traffic
Solution for Highway 86/15th Street

BY KATHERINE RAMOS
Study of Traffic Near Frank Wright Middle School Due Dec. 15

See LITHIUM, PAGE 10 See TRAFFIC, PAGE 10

Calexico Campus, Imperial Valley Perspectives Loomed Large During 2-Day Binational Conference

BY JULIO MORALES

See BORDER, PAGE 10



After a year in hibernation,
Center Street was abuzz with
activities, both new and old, on
Saturday, Nov. 20 for the return
of the annual Westmorland
Honey Festival.

The buzz was for more than
just the honey, though. This
year’s festival was bigger than
previous years, with 80 vendors
from all over the Imperial Valley,
including the requisite honey
purveyors plus food vendors and
informational booths.

The organization of the festi-
val has been taken over by the
Imperial Valley Regional
Chamber of Commerce in an
effort to support the city of
Westmorland. Regional chamber
of made up of the former El
Centro, Imperial, and
Westmorland chambers.

“We don’t want it to just be El
Centro. We want our community
to know that we are coming from
all over the Imperial Valley,” said
Julissa Ayala of the regional
chamber. “That’s what I.V.
Regional is all about, bringing
our communities together and
support our cities.”

Early in the morning there
was a 5-kilometer run for adults
followed shortly after by a color
run for the children. There was
even a small parade around City
Hall Park. Around noon children
in fourth through eighth grades
competed in a spelling bee. Other
contests included a Valley-wide
coloring contest and an essay
contest.

A boxing exhibition at nearby
Mono’s Gym went on in the
morning, as did a pancake break-
fast hosted by the Westmorland
Fire Department.

“It’s changed, but in a posi-
tive way,” Ayala said. “That’s

what we want people to know.”
Melisa Barajas is a lifelong

resident of Westmorland who has
attended all the previous festi-
vals. She said she noticed how
much it has grown and was happy
to see it.

“Community, the get-togeth-
erness, the honey; it’s just the
environment,” Barajas said. “I
feel happy that the community
has gotten back together again.”

Zach Fierro came down from
San Diego with his girlfriend, a
former resident of Westmorland.
He has been a regular visitor for
the past four years. He likes that
the Honey Festival is a closer-
knit festival than what he would
usually see in San Diego’s farm-
ers markets.

“We come for family, and I
like the neighborhood feel to it
all,” Fierro said. “We recognize
everybody who shows.”

Although the festival was
larger overall, the number of
honey vendors had dropped from
six down to just two this year:
Sanchez Bees Inc. and
Ashurst/Avery Girl Honey. Both
have been around since the early
years of the festival, but Sanchez
Bees owner Victor Sanchez said
he’s been part of the organization
since day one.

Richard Ashurst said this year
felt like it was bigger than in
years past, remembering when
his grandfather years ago would
push for Westmorland to be
named the Honey Capital of the
World and when the festival
began to promote honey. Ashurst
added his own business has been
changing and growing just like
the festival with new products
and honey flavors.

“I’m surprised how many
years have gone by so fast,”
Ashurst said. “I think it’s been
really good for Westmorland.”

The roar of dozens of bikers
revving their engines at same
time, the screech of tires spinning
on asphalt, and the cheers of
scores of leather-clad riders
marked a time-honored tradition:
the annual ABATE 38 Turkey
Run.

On Saturday morning, Nov.
20, close to 140 bikers gathered at
the Walmart parking lot in El
Centro to load up on turkeys
before setting on motorcycles
(and truck beds deep with frozen
turkeys) to deliver the birds to
charities around the Imperial
Valley.

“This has been a labor of love
for the last 24 years,” ABATE 38
President Ed Aranda said before
the caravan of motorcyclists left
the Walmart parking lot.

The annual turkey run started
as an idea to help Imperial Valley
charities that get little to no fund-
ing, Aranda said, and started
small. The first run had only 11
bikers and provided only 26
turkeys to three local charities.

This year, however, more than
400 turkeys were donated to a
dozen Imperial Valley charities
and riders participated from
Mexicali, San Diego, and Yuma.

Recipients of turkeys includ-
ed House of Hope, Neighborhood
House in Calexico, St. Joseph’s in
Holtville, Faith Assembly, Bethel

Asamblea de Dios, Sweet Home
Missionary, One Way Silent
Ministries, Cancer Resource
Center of the Desert, Holy
Tabernacle, and the Imperial
County Office of Education. The
number of turkeys provided
depended on the need, according
to Aranda.

Every rider who signed up
donated $10 and one turkey.
ABATE donated $2,000 worth of
turkeys and Walmart donated
$200 worth as well. In the end,
three truckloads of turkeys pulled
out of the parking lot and fol-
lowed the long line of bikers to
deliver the Thanksgiving dinner
centerpieces.

“A lot of people right now
probably can’t afford a turkey and
will at least get half a turkey on
their plate,” said rider Richard
Hernandez, who been participat-
ing in the run since its first year.
“We try to help kids, adults, any-
one who is in need.”

Yuma HOG (Harley Owners
Group) chapter take part every
year in support of the run, and
President Reynold Jerome says a
run that helps the community,
whether it’s in Yuma or in its sis-
ter community of the Imperial
Valley, is something the group is
always happy to support.

“There’s no better feeling that
you’re helping somebody,”
Jerome said. “Especially with
COVID, everybody is in need,

people lost jobs, or whatever rea-
son we want to make sure they
have a Thanksgiving dinner.”

“It feels surreal like coming
here and seeing all the clubs and
independent riders this communi-
ty has for this run,” biker
Joshniño Supapo said. “I’m glad
that I came out and can’t wait to
start this caravan.”

This was the first year on the
turkey run for the Chrome Divas,
an all-women riding group. This
is also the Chrome Divas first
time participating in any large
run.

Grace “Clutch” Blakley with
the Oceanside chapter of Chrome
Divas was happy to do something
to help a community.

“It feels really neat, it feels
really nice,” Blakely said. “That’s
our goal, to do more community
runs in the future.”

A big turkey lunch was served
to all who participated afterward
the run, courtesy of St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in El Centro.

Aranda said he plans to keep
going with the run as long as he
can, but he is already beginning
to look at passing the torch to
someone else, though he plans to
stick around for the 25th annual
run.

“It’s a labor of love and the
Lord is willing to let me do,” he
said.
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Week of November 22nd

Grief During a Pandemic
(Originally aired on March 2021)

The pandemic has brought grief to our community. Lost loved
ones, lost freedoms, lost opportunities, lost social contacts,
lost practices and habits all have resulted from the pandemic
and its conditions. While some of these elements may have
restored, other losses may never restore. Join us as therapist
Stephanie Ramirez acknowledges and validates the losses
we’ve all suffered and provides both healing coping and a
sense of when grief may be overwhelming and when support
may be necessary for recovery. 

Stephanie Ramirez, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

Supervising Therapist
Children and Adolescent Services

Semana del 22 de noviembre

Duelo Durante una Pandemia
(Originalmente transmitido en marzo 2021)

La pandemia ha traído dolor a nuestra comunidad. La pérdida
de seres queridos, la pérdida de libertades, la pérdida de opor-
tunidades, la pérdida de contactos sociales, la pérdida de prác-
ticas y hábitos son el resultado de la pandemia y sus condi-
ciones. Si bien algunos de estos elementos pueden haberse
restaurado, es posible que otras pérdidas nunca se recuperen.
Únase a nosotros mientras la terapeuta Ana Pesqueira
reconoce y valida las pérdidas que todos hemos sufrido y brin-
da tanto un afrontamiento curativo como una sensación de
cuándo el dolor puede ser abrumador y cuándo el apoyo puede
ser necesario para la recuperación. 

Ana Pesqueira, LCSW
Licencia Estatal en Trabajo Social Clínico

Close of 140 motorcyclists lined up and were ready to roll out of the Walmart parking lot in El Centro on Saturday morning, Nov.
20, in ABATE 38’s annual Turkey Run to deliver more than 400 turkeys to charitable organizations around Imperial County. |
KATHERINE RAMOS PHOTO

Bikers’ Bird Run Hits Two Dozen Years
Imperial Valley's ABATE 38 This Year Gave Out Over 400 Turkeys and Had Nearly 140 Riders

BY KATHERINE RAMOS

Various honeys gleam in the sunlight at the Sanchez Bees Inc. stand on Saturday, Nov.
20 at the annual Westmorland Honey Festival, organized this year by the Imperial
Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce. | KATHERINE RAMOS PHOTO

Honey Festival’s
Comeback Causes Buzz
I.V. Regional Chamber Stages A Sweet Return for Westmorland Event
BY KATHERINE RAMOS

The Imperial County Sheriff’s
Office is seeking the public’s help
in locating a 29-year-old Holtville
woman whose family reported
her missing on Oct. 18.

Kebrina Lynn Alvarez was
last seen by her family on Oct. 7
at the family’s rural home in
Holtville, the Sheriff’s Office
reported.

Alvarez was reportedly sight-
ed walking toward Westmorland
in the days after her disappear-
ance, prompting search efforts to
be focused largely within the
vicinity, Sgt. Murad Masad said.

Those efforts including a can-
vassing of nearby homes, shel-
ters, the Love’s Travel Stop and
coordination with the

Westmorland Police Department,
Masad said.

“It’s been unsuccessful so
that’s why we decided to put out
the (missing person) flyer,” he
said.

Authorities have no reason to
suspect foul play may account for
Alvarez’s disappearance or that
she is at risk, Masad said.

She was last seen on foot and
did not have a vehicle at her dis-
posal. Alvarez is described as
being 4 feet, 9 inches tall, weigh-
ing 115 pounds, with brown hair
and hazel eyes.

Anyone with information
regarding Alvarez’s whereabouts
is asked to call the Sheriff’s
Office’s Investigation Unit at
442-265-2045.

Sheriff’s Office Seeks Help
in Finding Holtville Woman
BY JULIO MORALES

COURTESY OF IMPERIAL COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE



Nearly a half ton of
methamphetamine, with an esti-
mated street value of more than
$1.5 million, was found con-
cealed inside the walls of a
trailer at the Calexico East Port
of Entry commercial facility.
U.S. Customs and Border
Protection officers made the
discovery about 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 16, when
after an initial inspection of
a 2013 Kenworth tractor-
trailer that entered the
cargo facility, an officer
referred the driver of the
tractor-trailer over to a
dock for further examina-
tion.
An imaging system at the
port used to screen the trac-
tor-trailer observed anom-
alies within the front wall
of the trailer, according to
CBP. A canine team
screened the trailer and a
drug-detector dog alerted to
possible drugs. Officers then
discovered wrapped packages
of suspected methamphetamine
hidden inside the front wall of
the trailer.
A total of 30 packages of meth

weighing 866.5 pounds were
removed by. A total estimated
street was determined to be
$1,559,700.
The driver, a 27-year-old
Mexican citizen and resident of
Mexicali, was arrested for the
alleged narcotic-smuggling
attempt. CBP officers turned
the driver over to the custody
of U.S. Immigration and

Customs Enforcement’s
Homeland Security
Investigations for further pro-
cessing.
CBP officers seized the nar-

cotics, tractor, and trailer.

Imperial Valley College has
scheduled several public redis-
tricting workshops in coming
weeks that will also include
information gathering sessions
dealing with college operations.
During the redistricting portion
of the workshops, input will be
requested from those in atten-
dance. Discussion will center
around draft trustee area maps
that are being redrawn to con-
form to population changes
found in the 2020 census.
Following the redistricting com-
ments, Dr. Lennor Johnson, inter-
im Superintendent/President will
moderate information session.
“By combining subject matter in
these meetings, we hope to
encourage more attendance,”

Johnson said. “It is very
Important to IVC that we get
maximum participation in both
efforts.”
The redistricting portion will take
up the first hour of the two-hour
meetings, followed by the infor-
mation gathering meeting. “We
want you to tell us what is on
your mind,” Johnson said.
A virtual workshop was held
Nov. 8.
In-person workshops will take
place at the following locations
and dates. All begin at 6 p.m.
Nov. 30: Finley Elementary
School Cafeteria, 627 E. Sixth
St., Holtville;
Dec. 1: Brawley Chamber of
Commerce, 204 S. Imperial Ave.,
Brawley;
Dec. 2: Calipatria Unified School
District Board Room, 501 W.

Main St., Calipatria;
Dec. 2: San Pasqual Valley High
School Library, Route 1, 676
Baseline Road, Winterhaven
Dec. 6: Central Union High
School District Board Room, 351
W. Ross Ave., El Centro
Dec. 7: Calexico Unified School
District Board Room, 901
Andrade Ave., Calexico
An advisory committee will
make redistricting recommenda-
tions to the board, which must
have new trustee areas in place
by March 2022. Committee
members are Jimmy Duron, Area
One; Michael Minnix, Area Two;
Rebecca Singh, Area Three; Eric
Reyes, Area Four; Norma Sierra
Galindo, Area Five; Raul
Navarro, Area Six, and Victor
Carrillo, Area Seven.
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The following reports were
collected from the Calexico
Police Department call logs from
Nov. 15 through Nov. 21.
MONDAY, NOV. 15
2:22 p.m.: A security guard at
Western Union on Imperial
Avenue called police after wit-
nessing one man pushing a cart
with a 60-inch TV on top and
another man overdosing on drugs
near the business. The security
guard called 911 to get medical
assistance for the overdosing
subject and the man who had
been pushing the cart fled the
scene. The subject who had
appeared to be overdosing
refused medical aid and also left
the area. Police took possession
of the TV and labeled it found
property.
10:38 p.m.: A police officer
patrolling the downtown area
detained a male subject due to the
man acting suspiciously. The
man was later found to be on
parole and an active member of
the prison gang Green Lights. A
search of his vehicle revealed a
used methamphetamine pipe, a
crystalline substance suspected to
be methamphetamine and several
rounds of ammunition. He was
cited and released at the Calexico
Police Department due to
COVID-19 restrictions at
Imperial County Jail.
TUESDAY, NOV. 16
11 a.m.: An unknown suspect
shattered the window of a black
Chevrolet Suburban while its
owner was inside the Wells Fargo
bank on East Third Street. The
thief made off with two Samsung
phones worth an estimated
$2,500.
6:16 p.m.: Police responded to
the 700 block of Harold Avenue
for reports of a man who was
refusing to leave an Alcoholics

Anonymous meeting. Police
made contact with the man, who
had locked himself inside a rest-
room and was refusing to leave.
The man exited the restroom and
while he was being escorted from
the building, he allegedly
attempted to assault another man
and threatened to beat him. The
man also began to resist officers
and had to be handcuffed. He was
charged with resisting an execu-
tive officer and taken to Imperial
County jail.
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 17
4 p.m.: A locked silver Nissan
Xterra was reported stolen from
the 200 block of Fifth Street.
THURSDAY, NOV. 18
12:47 a.m.: Police responded to
reports of a fire at the Fillco gas
station on Imperial Avenue.
Arriving officers noticed a male
subject wearing all black and car-
rying a burning piece of card-
board while attempting to flee
from the scene. The man, later
identified as Erick Martinez, was
detained and told police that he
started the fire by accident when
he threw a cigarette on the
ground and had been attempting
to extinguish the flames.
Martinez was found to be in pos-
session of a lighter, but no smok-
ing materials. Police found four
separate small fires near the gas
station and fire department per-
sonnel determined that the fires
had been set intentionally.
Martinez was arrested on suspi-
cion of arson and taken to
Imperial County jail.
SUNDAY, NOV. 21
2 a.m.: An unknown suspect shat-
tered the window of a locked
Toyota Corolla on the 300 block
of East First Street and stole doc-
uments from the vehicle’s glove
compartment including a birth
certificate and tax returns.

Calexico Police Briefs: Nov. 15-Nov. 21
BY CALEXICO CHRONICLE

Public Hearings Underway for IVC Redistricting
Workshops to Include Information-Gathering Sessions on College Operations

A removable sign requiring facial coverings on campus is shown next to the permanent rock sign outside
the Imperial Valley College campus. | COURTESY PHOTO

BY CALEXICO CHRONICLE

U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers intercepted close to half a ton of metham-
phetamine concealed inside the walls of a trailer at the Calexico East Commercial
Facility on Tuesday, Nov. 16. Shown is the front of the trailer where the drugs were
hidden. | U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION PHOTO

Half Ton of Meth Seized at Calexico East
BY CALEXICO CHRONICLE

U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers
intercepted close to half a ton of methampheta-
mine concealed inside the walls of a trailer at the
Calexico East Commercial Facility on Tuesday,
Nov. 16. Shown is the front of the trailer where
the drugs were hidden. | U.S. CUSTOMS AND
BORDER PROTECTION PHOTO

http://www.calexicochronicle.com
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The waters of the New River
have long been accepted as heav-
ily polluted, having no natural
source of replenishment at its
headway in Mexico, instead
being filled with Mexicali
Valley’s agricultural runoff,
municipal discharge, and indus-
trial wastewater as it flows into
Calexico, making the river con-
sidered one of the most polluted
streams of its size in the United
States.

Rather than focusing on the
water, which has been long stud-
ied, this monitoring station will
focus on the air quality around
the river, to find what potentially
health-harming chemicals the
river might be putting into the air. 

“This is a huge goal for
Imperial County, and the reason
is that there’s a lot of water analy-
sis out there, but there’s not
enough air-quality analysis. And
the issue is that there is a lot of
health issues around this area, so
the Imperial County, as well as
the city of Calexico, will benefit
from the analysis of the results
from this,” said Belen Leon
Lopez, interim assistant Air
Pollution Control Officer for the
Air Pollution Control District, in
an interview after the ceremony. 

“My family, my kids suffer
from asthma,” Lopez added. “So
a lot of people here from the
Imperial Valley are going to ben-
efit, not only myself, but a lot of
people from Mexico as well,
because we could actually do a

binational program that could
help both sides of the border.” 

For families like Escobar’s
and Lopez’s, air pollution-related
health effects issues are common
in the Valley. Imperial County in
2019 had 3,786 cases of pediatric
asthma, another 10,133 cases of
adult asthma and chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease,
and 71 cases of lung cancer,
according to data from the
American Lung Association. This
comes as no surprise when you
consider the fact that in that same
year, the El Centro statistical area
was lasted at No. 8 for the worst
year-round particle pollution
among U.S. cities by the same
organization. 

Thursday’s event was hosted
and coordinated by the Calexico
Public Works Department’s water
treatment division.

The Monitoring Station
Establishing the monitoring

station is part of the grassroots
air-quality efforts and projects of
Assembly Bill 617, which
addresses the disproportionate
impacts of air-pollution exposure
in the most heavily burdened
communities throughout the state
under the bill’s Community
Steering Committee’s
Community Air Monitoring Plan.

For several years now, a com-
mittee of local government offi-
cials, environmental justice
organizations, community and
business stakeholders and resi-
dents have been meeting to
address and improve the air qual-
ity in the Calexico-Heber-El
Centro community corridor.

AB 617, which was co-

authored by Assembly member
Eduardo Garcia, D-Coachella,
requires local air districts to take
specific actions to monitor air
quality in specific communities,
and to reduce air pollution emis-
sions from commercial, industri-
al, and mobile sources that cause
or significantly contribute to the
air quality in these communities.

“This is an air-quality moni-
toring station that was able to
come to life as a result of a part-
nership between the Air Pollution
Control District in the county of
Imperial and the city of Calexico.
The city of Calexico provided the
land through an agreement, so we
could be as close as possible to
the New River to capture the air
quality through the emissions of
the river, which is the purpose,”
Calexico City Manager Miguel
Figueroa said. “So in turn, we get
the data that we need so we can
go ahead and continue to be
proactive in addressing the issues
that stem from the public health
threat posed by the New River.”

The station will be monitor-
ing for pesticides, hydrogen sul-
fide ammonia, and volatile
organic compounds, which are
gases emitted from certain solids
or liquids that may have short-
and long-term adverse health
effects, Lopez said. 

Volatile organic compounds
are human-made chemicals that
are used and produced in the
manufacture of paints, pharma-
ceuticals, and refrigerants, and
industrial solvents, such as
trichloroethylene; fuel oxy-
genates, such as methyl tert-butyl
ether (MTBE); or by-products

produced by chlorination in
water treatment, such as chloro-
form, according to the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency. 

“We’re having access to data
points that we didn’t have before,
meaning with this monitor here,
we’ll be able to make a stronger
case on the air-quality component
that, as we know, is causing a lot
of respiratory illnesses in our
community, not only in Calexico,
but in our region,” Figueroa said.
“So with that, we’ll be able to
implement more awareness advo-
cacy projects in which we can
move the needle in the right
direction in making sure that the
policymakers in Sacramento and
in DC properly allocate monies to
address the environmental public
health needs that we have in the
Imperial Valley.”

The New River monitoring
project will collect data for a six-
month period, then researchers
will write a report that will sum-
marize all statistical analysis, the
overall data completion, and the
achievement of data quality
objectives. That report will be
submitted to the Imperial County
Air Pollution Control District for
review within 45 days of the final
day of measurement collection,
and once the report is approved
by the district, a summary of the
project findings will be presented
to the AB 617 Community
Steering Committee. 

While this station is a victory
it is but one battle in the war
against air pollution in Imperial
County. Escobar, Lopez, and
Figueroa all three pledged to con-

tinue to fight to clean up the pol-
lution in Imperial County, not
just for themselves but for every-
one who lives here.

The city of Calexico has been
leading the effort for quite some
time to deal with the water-based
pollutants in the river. During the
Nov. 3 Calexico City Council
meeting, the community heard
from Jose Angel, the city’s proj-
ect manager for the New River
Improvement Project.

“We all learned the tangible
progress we’re making now
where we can actually see it,
where we can tell the people, so
this is just another element with-
in the whole scope of our efforts
to address this long-standing
issue that at the end of the day,
the No. 1 concern that we have,
it’s that it’s a public health matter
that it’s not exclusive to
Calexico, that it’s not exclusive
only to the residents of the west
side of town, but to everybody as
a whole in our region,” Figueroa
said during the Calexico council
meeting the night before,
Wednesday, Nov. 17.

After Thursday’s event,
Supervisor Escobar spoke again.

“Anything related to the envi-
ronment I hold near and dear to
my heart. Why? Because it’s
unfair that children have to deal
with these types of issues,” he
said. “And I think we need to
give our children, and our citi-
zens that due respect that they
deserve by making sure that
we’re going all out from an envi-
ronmental and health perspective
in our region.”

NEW RIVER
From page 1

Naval Air Facility El Centro
hosted an annual crisis communi-
cations joint training seminar
with local agencies on Nov. 9 and
10.

The course examined the role
of public information in manag-
ing all-emergency incidents and
provided practical training in cri-
sis communications techniques.
These emergencies might include

earthquakes, floods, or aviation
mishaps.

“This is our seventh year
teaching this course at NAF El
Centro, and it is by far one of our
favorite places to visit,” said
Shawn Mecham, senior training
specialist — executive programs,
Texas A&M University.

The two-day course focused
on public information and warn-
ing, target audiences and messag-

ing, news and social media, and
crisis communications planning.
The objective of this course was
to prepare community leaders,
heads of agencies, incident man-
agers, and public information
officers to communicate effec-
tively with the public through all
available means during a crisis.

“I was glad to see many peo-

Navy Hosts Crisis Communications Joint
Training with Local Agencies
BY KRISTOPHER HAUGH

See NAVY, PAGE 10

The Imperial County Free
Library system will receive $1
million from the 2021 state budg-
et thanks to the efforts of state
Sen. Ben Hueso, D-San Diego,
according to press release from
the county of Imperial.

“In a rural county, libraries
provide access to books, comput-
ers, educational activities, and so
much more, while also making
efforts to address digital equity
and our collective community
recovery from the pandemic,”
stated the Imperial County
Library’s Crystal Duran. “The
Imperial County Public Library

System commends Sen. Hueso
for his advocacy and is looking
forward to utilizing these funds to
benefit our region.”

Pending final approval and/or
additional information, proposed
countywide projects utilizing this
funding includes:

The Link+ system: Funds
would cover the startup and main-
tenance costs of the Link+ system
for all public libraries in Imperial
County through 2024. The Link+
system is a union of catalogs of
shared holdings between over 70

State Sen. Ben Hueso (center), D-San Diego, stands with Imperial County's various
library directors recently. Hueso helped secure $1 million from the state budget for the
Imperial County Free Library System. | PHOTO COURTESY OF COUNTY OF
IMPERIAL

Imperial County Free Library
System Gets $1 Million
BY CALEXICO CHRONICLE

See LIBRARY, PAGE 10
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To submit an obituary give us a call at  
(760) 339-4899 

or email us the information to: 
holtvillenews@aol.com

A new rise in active COVID-
19 cases in Imperial County —
there were 40 more reported this
week than last week — was met
with a plea from county officials
to have a happy and safe
Thanksgiving.  

“As we all get together during
this Thanksgiving season, I want
to wish everybody a safe, healthy,
joyful Thanksgiving Day in the
company of all your loved ones
and remind you that COVID-19
is still around and continues to
propagate itself and jump from
body to body,” Imperial County
District 2 Supervisor Luis
Plancarte said during the county
Board of Supervisors meeting on
Tuesday, Nov. 23. “So as we
gather, which I know that we do
and we will, I want to remind
everybody to practice it safety to
protect those loved ones.”

“Happy Thanksgiving. I’m
very thankful for … Look, I have
a few things that I’m very thank-
ful about and there’s two specifi-
cally: My daughter finished
chemotherapy and we’re very
excited about that. 2020 was a
challenge. 2021 was challenging,
and I am very thankful that she’s
just doing good. It was quite a
struggle, but she’s doing good,”
Escobar said.

“And then it was my mom’s
80th (birthday) this past Saturday
(Nov. 20), so I’m lucky that my
mom’s been around for 80 years.

And a lot of people haven’t had
that privilege, so I am very thank-
ful,” Escobar added. “And I wish
everybody had a safe and won-
derful Thanksgiving … employ-
ees, stakeholders, etc. Have fun
and be careful and stay safe.” 

Social Services Gets
Vacancies Funded

Veronica Rodriguez, director
of the county Social Services
Department, was granted a
request that the county board
approve the refunding of two
positions, a social worker super-
visor II and a social services
assistant, which had been vacated
and unfunded in 2019 to help bal-
ance the county budget at the
time.

The two positions have an
annual total cost of $156,930,
with the supervisor position bud-
geted at $98,912.94 per year and
the assistant position at
$58,017.26 per year. The county
only contributes 17.5 percent of
the funding needed for these
positions (the rest is state and
federal sources), with the total
cost to the county general fund
only at $27,463 per year for both
positions. 

Social Services also request-
ed approval for the distribution of
funds accepted by the Board of
Supervisors on July 13 from the
Emergency Solutions Grant,
totaling $3,028,100. In its
request, Social Services asked for
funding for five programs in total

for the 2021-2022 fiscal year,
focused on the unhoused and
emergency shelter through three
different agencies: Catholic
Charities, Calexico
Neighborhood House, and
Spread the Love Charity. 

Catholic Charities, Diocese of
San Diego is to provide three of
the programs, all with a focus on
providing emergency shelter to
those in need in Imperial County:
The Homeless Day Center, with a
cost of $291,990, Our Lady of
Guadalupe Emergency Shelter at
$295,212, and House of Hope at
$331,900. 

Neighborhood House and
Spread the Love Charity are
offering rapid rehousing and edu-
cation programs to the county, in
the amount of $316,582 and
$699,816, respectively. These
program go above and beyond
your standard emergency shelter,
helping clients not only to find
new housing but also assisting
them in stabilizing their housing
needs to prevent reoccurrence of
homelessness.

Probation Department
Training and Travel Approved 

The Imperial County Board
of Supervisors approved allow-
ing the Community Corrections
Partnership, a group designed to
help guide the Board of
Supervisors through public safety
realignment funds, to attend the
American Probation & Parole
Association 2022 Winter

Training Institute in Atlanta on
Jan. 30 through Feb. 2, with the
goal of expanding and develop-
ing new programing for Imperial
County.

“That’s like the perfect setup
for us to start developing and
implementing what works in dif-
ferent states to bring it to use
here. Usually that’s exactly what
we do, we kind of network. For
example, our supervision model
in county probation, we got it
from Virginia. And then we’ve
got some stuff from Washington.
It works perfectly with our
agency because of the evidence
(the conference provides),
because of the free trial (of using
someone else’s experience), and
because of all these new trends
(that attendees get to be exposed
to),” said Elizabeth Sais, assistant

chief probation officer, during the
meeting. 

The board approved 12 peo-
ple to attend the training, paid for
through funds set aside specifi-
cally for Community Corrections
Partnership training, at an esti-
mated cost of $2,000 per partici-
pant, or $24,000 total. 

The training will feature more
than 40 sessions covering sub-
jects like community supervision,
gender issues and diversity,
health and wellness, juvenile jus-
tice, leadership and management,
local issues, mental health and
substance abuse, among others.
The sessions focus on evidence-
based practices, keeping Imperial
County on the cutting edge of
best practices for the Corrections
and Probation Department,
according to a county report. 

Imperial County Officials Wish A Happy, Safe Holiday

BY MARCIE LANDEROS

New Rise in COVID-19 Cases This Week Brings Tips on How to Celebrate Smartly

Imperial County District 2 Supervisor Luis Plancarte wishes residents of Imperial
County a happy, healthy, and safe Thanksgiving during the Board of Supervisors
meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 23. | MARCIE LANDEROS PHOTO

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Controls Engineer. Bachelor’s deg or frgn equiv in Electrical Engg,
Elctrncs & Comm Engg or rltd engg field plus 5 yrs rltd exp w/ at
least 4 yrs w/: PAS-DCS & SIS-DCS; cybersecurity of DCS Ntwrk
controls; PLC; HMI prgmng of control sys; proj mgmt of electrical
engg; implem of instrumentation & control modifications, upgrades
& installations of new control logic & components; turbine control
sys; conducting first line maint & troubleshooting; reviewing exist-
ing test & calibration methods, maintainability issues, & mainte-
nance/operations procdrs; & BN3500 Vibration Monitoring &
Machine Protection Sys. Post-offer, pre-employment physical &
drug screen, & bkgrnd check req. Calipatria, CA job. Send resumes
to: Citlalic Sierra, CalEnergy Operating Corporation (part of BHE
Renewables), 7030 Gentry Rd, Calipatria, CA 92233 or at
www.bherenewables.com/careers1.aspx. EOE.

Legal 6689 Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 2021

Hiring CDL-A Truck Drivers
J.B. Hunt is hiring regional CDL-A drivers in the Calexico area!

Averages projected at $75,000
$3,000 bonus for a limited time!
Weekly home time
Select medical benefits after 30 days
401(k) with company match
Paid-time-off accrual from day one

J.B. Hunt drivers have access to comprehensive health benefit offer-
ings including medical, dental and vision as well as life insurance,
401(k) and paid vacation.
Visit DriveJBHunt.com or call 1-800-723-3169 for more informa-
tion.
Legal 6690 Publish: Nov. 25, 2021

mailto:holtvillenews@aol.com
http://www.bherenewables.com/careers1.aspx.
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FOOTBALL

BY BREVEN HONDA
FOR THE CALEXICO CHRONICLE

SAN DIEGO — The dream season 
for the Calexico High School football 
team has ended.

The sixth-seeded Bulldogs, who 
reached the CIF-San Diego Division V 
semifinals on Friday, Nov. 19, for the 
first time in school history, came up 
short at No. 2-seeded Mission Bay, 41-7.

Bulldogs’ second-year head coach 
Fernando Solano said the team needed 
to follow the gameplan if it wanted to 
get to the championship game.

“Obviously, we didn’t get the breaks 
that we wanted,” Solano said after the 
game. “We knew coming in we would 
have to play a near-perfect game. We 
didn’t make them punt the ball enough. 
We we’re trying to control the ball as 
much as we could to get the ball out of 

their hands. We did at times, but ulti-
mately we came up short. Give credit to 
Mission Bay, they’re a good team.”

Entering the game, Solano told the 
players to enjoy the experience and em-
brace the opportunity to be four quar-
ters away from a CIF championship 
game.

“If anything, there was no pressure on 
us,” Solano said. “All the pressure was on 
them. They’re the higher seed. They’re 
the ones that are supposed to win this 

game, so we went into the game with 
the mindset, ‘There’s nothing to lose 
and all to gain.’ So, with that mindset, 
we kept them free. We didn’t want them 
to think too much and enjoy the ride.”

Mission Bay took the opening kickoff 
and went on a four-minute drive, end-
ing in a 16-yard touchdown pass from 
Buccaneers’ senior quarterback Clash 
Orsborn to senior wide receiver Keller 
Feltman to grab a quick 7-0 lead.

Bulldogs’ Cinderella 
Season Ends

Late Turnovers 
Costly in Calexico’s 

41-7 CIF 
Semifinal Loss 
to Mission Bay

Calexico High senior running back Ernie Sanchez reaches for more yardage against Mission Bay 
during the Bulldogs 41-7 loss to the Buccaneers in the CIF-San Diego Section Division V semifinal 
in San Diego on Friday, Nov. 19.

Mission Bay High junior Ethan Silber (7) stiff-arms a Calexico defender during the Buccaneers’ 41-7 victory over the Bulldogs in the CIF-San Diego Sec-
tion Division V semifinal game on Friday, Nov. 19, in San Diego. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTOS

CROSS COUNTRY

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

SAN DIEGO — The Calexico High 
School girls cross country team fin-
ished 15th at the CIF-San Diego Sec-
tion Division I cross country cham-
pionships at Morley Field here on 
Saturday, Nov. 20.

After a second-place finish at the 
Imperial Valley League Finals, the 
Bulldogs failed to get any girls in the 
top-50 in San Diego with senior Bel-
en Campos leading the way with her 
58th-place finish.

Campos finished the 2.89-mile 
course with a time of 20 minutes, 41.9 
seconds. Senior Briana Gallegos was 
next for the Bulldogs with a 79th-
place finish and time of 21 minutes, 
43.9 seconds.

The Division I winner was senior 
Jacey Farmer from Rancho Bernardo 
with a time of 17 minutes, 26.8 sec-
onds.

Torrey Pines High of San Diego 
won the Division I team competition, 
followed by Del Norte of San Diego in 
second and San Marcos in third.

In the boys race, the only Bulldog 
to compete was sophomore Luis 
Jimenez who finished in 77th place 
with a time of 17 minutes, 42.0 sec-
onds.

The only Imperial Valley runner to 
qualify for the state championships 
at Woodward Park in Fresno on Sat-
urday, Nov. 27, was Holtville High’s 
Julian Reyna in the Division V meet 
with his 13th-place finish.

Calexico Girls (Division I)
Belen Campos, senior, 58th place (20:41.9)
Briana Gallegos, senior, 79th place (21:43.9)
Sarah Olmedo, senior, 100th place (23:14.9)

Bulldogs 
Struggle at 
CIF D1 Meet

Calexico High senior Belen Campos finished 
58th at the CIF-San Diego Section Division I 
championships at Morley Field in San Diego on 
Saturday, Nov. 20. She was the highest finish-
er for the Bulldogs’ girls team who finished in 
15th-place overall. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

CALEXICO — With five players 
back from its 2020 CIF-San Diego Sec-
tion Division IV championship team, 
the Calexico High School boys basket-
ball team is hoping to make another 
long postseason run, only this time it’ll 
have to come in Division II.

The Bulldogs, despite only playing 
three regular-season games during the 
COVID-delayed and shortened 2021 

BOYS BASKETBALL

Bulldogs Open 
With Easy Wins

BOYS SOCCER

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

CALEXICO — The Calex-
ico High School boys soccer 
team is the highest-rated 
team of any sport at any 
school in the Imperial Valley, 
playing in CIF-San Diego 
Section Division I. In order 
to prepare for that level of 
play, head coach Javier Ber-
nal has put together a tough 
nonleague schedule for the 
Bulldogs.

In the opening week of the 
season, the Bulldogs played 
on four consecutive nights in 
the Southwest Soccer Tour-
nament, beating Southwest, 
Indio and Central before 
losing to Hoover High of San 

Diego in a penalty shootout 
in the championship game at 
Southwest High on Saturday, 

Nov. 20.
“I wasn’t that interested 

in winning or getting the 

trophy, I wanted to see how 
competitive we were going 
to be against a different style 
of play,” said Bernal, who is 
in his 20th season as head 
coach of the Bulldogs. “We 
did some good things but 
there are some things we 
need to work on.”

After being tied at half-
time, 1-1, Hoover jumped 
ahead 3-1 in the second half 
before Calexico rallied to tie 
the game in the final 10 min-
utes.

“Hoover plays a different 
style than us so our guys re-
acted well when we fell be-
hind 3-1,” Bernal said. “We 
had a couple chances to win 
it but just missed.”

Tough Schedule Preps Bulldogs for D1 Play

Calexico High School juniors Luis Martinez (19) and Damian Lopez (1) 
go up to head a corner kick during a Southwest Soccer Tournament game 
against Central Union High at Ward Field in Calexico on Friday, Nov. 19. 
The Bulldogs beat Central 3-1 in the matchup. | JOAQUIN VERDUGO PHOTO

See FOOTBALL, PAGE 11

See SOCCER, PAGE 11See BASKETBALL, PAGE 11
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f r o m
d i f f e r e n t
a g e n c i e s
during the

seminar,” said Melissa Peralta
Villalobos, community relations
manager, Imperial Regional
Detention Facility. “This training
should be taken by all communi-
cators who prepare for crisis situ-
ations and who are required to
effectively inform the public.”

Personnel attended the train-
ing from various agencies, includ-
ing: Imperial County Public
Health Department, Federal
Bureau of Investigation, City of
Imperial, City of El Centro, El
Centro Fire Department, NAFEC
El Centro, Naval Weapons Station
Seal Beach, Naval Air Weapons
Station China Lake, Department
of Defense Police, Federal Fire
Department El Centro, Yuma
County Sheriff’s Office, and the
Imperial Valley Regional
Detention Center.

“This training hits two critical
items for me,” said Capt. William
Perkins, commanding officer,
NAF El Centro.” Ensuring key
personnel onboard the installation
are prepared to respond to a crisis,
and broadening the relationship
with our partners across the
Imperial Valley so that we are pre-
pared to jointly respond or mutu-
ally aid in times of need.”

The seminar was instructed by
the National Emergency
Response and Recovery Training

Center, a component of the Texas
A&M University-Engineering
Extension Service and funded by
a grant from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
and the Department of Homeland
Security.

When asked why he attended
training, Stuart Vaughn, assistant
chief of training, Federal Fire
Department NAF El Centro stat-
ed, “The day we stop preparing
should be the day we are prepared
to stop!”

Plans are underway to conduct
a second iteration of this seminar
in November 2022. Agencies
interested in registering for the
training should contact the instal-
lation’s public affairs officer, Mr.
Kristopher Haugh.

“This course is attended year
after year in large numbers from
key members of the community
and supporting agencies, which is
a testament to how important the
relationships are,” said Perkins.
“NAF El Centro is honored to
support and enable this training,
create bonds, and foster the con-
tinued relationships.”

The mission of NAF El Centro
is to support the combat training
and readiness of the warfighter.
This includes air operations sup-
port to operational fleet and train-
ing squadrons as well as
squadrons from other services
(Marine Corps, Army, Air Force)
and international military part-
ners.

NAVY
From page 5

Public information communicators from perspective agencies attend an annual Crisis
Communications Joint Training seminar onboard Naval Air Facility (NAF) El Centro
Nov. 9-10, 2021. NAF El Centro supports joint service air combat training and readi-
ness of the Warfighter. | U.S. Navy photo by Kristopher Haugh



Morita said any changes to
the traffic signalization, even the
simplest, would have to be done
with the cooperation of the
school. He told Jernigan the
council would not have an answer
until after the Dec. 15 meeting.

“Anything that happens out
there is going to involve collabo-
ration with the school district,”

Morita said.
Jernigan promised to come

back in two weeks to discuss this
issue again, questioning why
there was no action when he says
a few phone calls could have got-
ten it done because “this is some-
thing you could do in three or
four days.”

Although Jernigan has
brought the traffic issue up twice
now, there were discussions
among residents and the council

going several months back, about
traffic concerns for the area in
general tied to an ongoing com-
mercial development at Highway
86 and 15th Street between the
highway and Frank Wright. A few
months ago, the U.S. Postal
Service opened its new facility
there, but several other retail
developments are expected to
bring significant increases in traf-
fic, including a Starbucks and a
McDonald’s.

she lives nine miles from the
Salton Sea, so this issue affects
her and her family directly. 

Direct lithium extraction
relies on the same superheated
water that geothermal plants use
to produce energy, which has
been super-heated and pushed
through rock formations dissolv-
ing and absorbing the lithium
without the need for harsh chem-
icals. Lithium extractors will use
ion exchange resins, acting as a
chemical sieve, to selectively col-
lect only lithium, which is then
recovered from the sieve, puri-
fied and concentrated for use. 

Once the lithium has been
removed from the brine it is taken
and injected directly back into the
aquifer source that it was pumped
out of to begin with, never com-
ing into contact with groundwa-
ter or soil to contaminate them. 

Community members also
heavily questioned whether the
jobs that the companies’ claim
will be developed because of
their plants will go to the local
residents. 

Jonathan Weisgall, vice presi-
dent for Legislative and
Regulatory Affairs for Berkshire
Hathaway Energy, who repre-
sents the lithium-extraction
industry within the commission,
answered those question by not
only assuring that the jobs are
meant for local residents, but also
by sharing what steps are being
taken to prepare the Imperial
Valley workforce in order to be
successful in those jobs. 

“I know from our company’s
perspective, it is very much in
our interest to hire locally as
much as we can. And to do that
we have to work on the educa-
tion, not just at the four-year col-
lege SDSU level, not just at IVC
with community college, but
even in high school. And we have
every intention of doing that. And
welcome input from the commu-
nity at any time as to how to how
to make that happen,” Weisgall
said. 

The commission is made of
experts with a wide variety of
backgrounds, including the Chair
Silvia Paz of Alianza Coachella
Valley, Vice Chair Ryan E.
Kelley of the Imperial County
Board of Supervisors, Steve
Castaneda of the Sweetwater
Authority, Rod Colwell of

Controlled Thermal Resources,
Roderic Dolega of Ford Electric
Vehicles Purchasing, Miranda
Flores of the California Natural
Resources Agency, Martha
Guzman Aceves of the California
Public Utilities Commission,
James C. Hanks of the Imperial
Irrigation District, Arthur Lopez
of the Torres Martinez Desert
Cahuilla Indians, Luis Olmedo of
Comite Civico Del Valle Inc.,
Frank Ruiz of the Audubon
California’s Salton Sea Program,
Manfred Scott of the Quechan
Indian Tribe, Tom Soto of the
Diverse Communities Impact
Fund and Weisgall.

“Those of you who are on the
Lithium Valley Commission have
been appointed and empowered
to help us make this decision to
make some recommendations on
how this may or may not work in
the interests of those who live in
and around the Salton Sea, the
Imperial County, the Riverside
County, the State of California,
and quite candidly for our coun-
try and the entire world,”
Assembly member Garcia said at
the start of the forum. “All eyes
are on us in terms of what we
decide to do here. And what’s
important to me is that the
Commission use its power to
engage the community every step
of the way.” 

The Lithium Valley
Commission was created out of
AB 1657, which instructed the
California Energy Commission to
create the commission with 14
members appointed by a combi-
nation of the CEC, other state
agencies, Assembly speaker, and
Senate Committee, and is
charged with the creation of a
report that reviews, investigates,
and analyzes issues and potential
incentives regarding lithium
extraction and use in California,
which is due to be submitted on
or before Oct. 1, 2022. 

“I first of all want to issue
some thanks to the
Assemblymember Garcia for his
vision and bringing together all
the stakeholders, as he well very
eloquently presented it, and for
once in our lifetime, being able to
put together a commission where
there is participant participation
and representation of multiple
stakeholders and particularly the
community in the disadvantaged
representation and the environ-
mental justice,” Luis Olmedo
said in keeping the focus on com-
munity needs above all else. 
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and CETYS Universidad, with
the support of a dozen more part-
ners from the medical and educa-
tion sectors on both sides of the
border. This year’s conference
was all virtual and featured key
academics and officials from the
Mexicali and Tijuana regions and
San Diego County and Imperial
Valley.

Joining Hoyt during the virtu-
al conference’s closing “fireside
chat” was U.S. Congressman Juan
Vargas, D-Chula Vista, who cred-
ited the region’s institutions of
higher learning for their ability to
mobilize stakeholders to help
address collective concerns.

Compared to other locales he
has visited along the Southwest
border, Imperial and San Diego
counties fare much better when it
comes to addressing public con-
cerns, Vargas said.

“I personally believe it’s
because we have the academic
strength of these universities
behind us,” he explained.

Vargas also acknowledged
that for all of the Valley’s relative
successes in the public policy
sphere, stakeholders would be
wise to continue to forcefully
advocate for more resources and
attention from the federal govern-
ment.

“When we get pressure then
we can take action,” he said,
referring to Congress and the
White House. “Those that make
the most noise get the most
things.”

Vargas’ participation marked
the third time he appeared at the
Re:Border conference, which this
year was titled “Re:Border 2021:
A Nuestra Salud: Confronting
Public Health and Mental Health
Challenges and Solutions in Our
Transborder Region.”

The conference highlighted
the community’s multi-sector aca-
demic partnerships, and one such

partnership enlisted the help of
the Imperial Valley Equity &
Justice Coalition for a farmwork-
er survey amid the COVID-19
pandemic.

The survey sought to identify
common stressors in the lives of
farmworkers who reside both in
the Imperial and Mexicali valleys
and who work throughout the
region.

The survey posed a series of
39 questions and had sought to
identify any mental health issues
within the 199 respondents.

“Nearly half of the farmwork-
ers reported elevated levels of
stress that can be associated with
depression,” said Daniela Flores,
IVEJC co-founder and health
advocate and organizer.

At the top of the list of stres-
sors that the respondents reported
was a lack of sleep, followed in
successive order by hardships cre-
ated by being away from their
families for prolonged periods of
time, having to work in bad
weather and not having medical
care, to name just a few.

The survey also revealed that
regardless of whether a farm-
worker resided in Mexicali or the
Imperial Valley, both reported
similar elevated stress levels,
Flores said.

Since farmworkers were
among the essential workers who
were impacted the most by the
pandemic, Flores said she would
like to see more local govern-
ments allocate federal American
Rescue Plan Act funds toward
addressing their health and safety
needs.

“We hope to see efforts
focused on community healing as
we progress forward,” said Flores,
who has a master’s in public
health nutrition.

Flores’ presentation was one
of three that comprised just one of
multiple sessions that the filled
the conference’s second day.

Following Flores’ remarks,
county Deputy Executive Officer
Esperanza Colio spoke about the

cross-border collaborative efforts
that were undertaken in the Valley
and in Mexicali in response to the
pandemic.

Colio acted as a liaison for
such pandemic-related collabora-
tive efforts, specifically tapped
for the role because of her past
employment with the government
in Mexicali and her knowledge of
its ways, she said.

As part of that effort, Colio
visited Mexicali in the company
of Dr. David Duncan, California
Emergency Medical Services
Authority director, who had been
invited to the Valley by the coun-
ty Public Health Department.

In Mexicali, officials
described how one of their top
concerns included a shortage of
personal protective equipment for
farmworkers. The revelation
prompted local officials into
action, and with the assistance of
the state Emergency Medical
Services Authority director, the
state Office of Emergency
Services, nonprofits and an
anonymous donor, were able to
secure personal protective equip-
ment.

“Dr. Duncan helped find a
way to donate 1 million masks to
the city of Mexicali,” Colio said
during her presentation, titled
“Binational Collaboration
Towards a Better & Brighter
Border Region.”

The presentation also included
remarks by county Public
Information Officer Gilbert
Rebollar, who spoke about the
negative perceptions of the trans-
border region that are often per-
petuated by the news and enter-
tainment media.

While acknowledging the
region’s existing inequities,
Rebollar also pointed out recent
developments that have made
positive impacts on the quality of
life in Mexicali, including beauti-
fication efforts and public arts
endeavors.

“We need to build each other
up,” Rebollar said.
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member libraries across the
western-pacific region, allowing
library cardholders the ability to
borrow an item from any member
library if the cardholder’s library
does not currently own the item.

Student Access Card: Funds
would cover the costs to develop
and implement the Student
Access Card Program at select
schools allowing students in
underserved areas throughout the
County access to digital
resources and in-library services
through their annual school
enrollment. Students attending
schools in Calipatria, Holtville,
Heber, Salton City, Niland,
Westmorland, and Seeley will be
prioritized, but other schools may
participate in conjunction with
their closest public library

Hotspot Lending: Funds
would cover all startup and data
subscription costs to develop a
hotspot-lending program for non-
Children’s Internet Protection
Compliant (CIPA) compliant
public libraries in Imperial
County. Participating libraries
include the County, Brawley, and
Calexico libraries. This program
will allow adults with library
cards in good standing to borrow
a hotspot from their local public
library for a set amount of time.
The hotspots will include unlim-
ited data so users can search for

job openings, pay bills online,
attend telehealth appointments,
and more.

Libraries on the Spectrum
(LoS): Funds would cover costs
to continue offering the LoS pro-
gram at all public libraries in
Imperial County. The goal would
be to resume the program with
monthly in-person programs at
all locations. Los is a countywide
initiative to increase access to
resources for autistic individuals
at all public libraries in Imperial
County.

Other projects focused on the
county library system are also
under consideration. 

“This $1 million investment
by Sen. Hueso and Gov. Newsom
is going to help Imperial libraries
be even more responsive to their
community needs than they are
already,” said Greg Lucas,
California State Librarian. “The
team that creates the magic at
Imperial libraries plans a series of
innovations that will make
library services more easily avail-
able to more community mem-
bers.”   

“The county of Imperial is
grateful to Senator Hueso and the
State of California for this fund-
ing to increase access to books,
internet, and technology for those
who utilize our Imperial County
public library system,” added
Chairman of the Board of
Supervisors, Michael W. Kelley.

LIBRARY
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season, were moved from
Division III to Division II in the
offseason. However, the bump up
in competition isn’t concerning to
fourth-year coach Hugo Estrada.

“Of course we know it’s
going to be much more competi-
tive and more of a challenge,”
Estrada said. “But really it’s a
good thing to show the respect
we’re getting as a program.”

Calexico welcomes back sen-
iors Aaron Tabarez and Julian
Beltran, both four-year starters
for the Bulldogs. Also back from
the 2020 championship season is
senior Christian Bravo and jun-
iors Aidan Carrasco and Andres
Tabarez.

“We have a motto that you are
only as good as your last game,
so we try not to think too much
about the championship season,”
Estrada said. “We are ready and
eager to get this season going
after the difficulties we had last
season. We had a good summer
program and are looking forward
to this season.”

The Bulldogs opened with an
easy win in Blythe on Tuesday,
Nov. 16, beating Palo Verde
Valley High 87-37 in a nonleague
matchup. Six players scored in
double digits, led by Beltran with
17. Carrasco had 15, followed by
Aaron Tabarez with 14, junior
Cesar Castro with 14, Andres

Tabarez with 12 and senior
Christian Bravo with 10.

Calexico then traveled to
Rancho Mirage and played
against Twentynine Palms in a
boys basketball showcase, beat-
ing the Wildcats 63-30. Andres
Tabarez led the way with 25
points and six steals, while Aaron
Tabarez had 22 points, nine
rebounds and seven assists.
Beltran finished with 17 points
and nine rebounds.

“Our mindset is always on the
defensive end,” Estrada said.
“We have the attitude that we
want to be the toughest team on
the court every game.”

The Bulldogs will have to be
tough with a difficult nonleague
schedule. They travel to play San
Ysidro at 5 p.m. on Tuesday,
Nov. 30, followed by a trip back
to Rancho Mirage to take on
Calabasas at 5 p.m. on Friday,
Dec. 3, and a matchup with host
Rancho Mirage at 7 p.m. on
Saturday, Dec. 4.

“We’re trying to get the kids
ready for the IVL schedule where
we know we are going to have to
be at our best every game,”
Estrada said. “It is such a com-
petitive league and it brings on a
different type of intensity.”

This year’s Imperial Valley
League features Calexico,
Central, Southwest, Brawley and
Holtville. The Desert League will
feature Vincent Memorial
Catholic, Imperial, Calipatria and
Palo Verde.
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Calexico began its first drive
at its own 14-yard line and pro-
ceeded to keep the ball until the
8:54 mark in the second quarter,
in a drive that lasted 18 plays and
took more than 11 minutes off the
clock. The possession saw all 18
plays on the ground, and ended
with a two-yard touchdown run
by senior quarterback Abram
Zazueta.

During the drive, Calexico
converted a fourth-and-1 at the
Mission Bay 24-yard line with
11:02 remaining in the first half
when Zazueta kept the ball for a
three-yard gain. Senior Lorenzo
Rodriguez booted the extra point
to tie the game, 7-7.

Solano said the 18-play drive
exemplified the team’s goals for
the season, and the game.

“That’s like the mindset we
had all year,” Solano said. “If we
can control the clock by running
the ball, we have a good chance.”

On Mission Bay’s next pos-
session, Orsborn would put the
Buccaneers up 13-7 on a six-yard
touchdown run.

After both teams traded inter-
ceptions to close out the first half,
Mission Bay went into intermis-
sion with a 13-7 lead, but the
Bulldogs were getting the ball to
start the second half.

“I told them exactly in the
locker room that this is the posi-
tion we want to be in,” Solano
said. “We’re going to get the ball
back and we’re going to score.”

However, the Bulldogs were
unable to advance the ball for a
first down on that opening pos-
session, punting the ball to the
Buccaneers after a three-and-out.

From there, Calexico had one
final drive to get back in the
game facing fourth down with
five yards to go at the
Buccaneers’ 24-yard line, trailing
20-7 in the third quarter.

After 13 straight run plays on
the drive, Zazueta took the snap
and ran right but failed to find an
open receiver, en route to a
turnover on downs, giving the
ball back to the Buccaneers, who
would score on three consecutive
possessions to extend the lead to
41-7.

Two of those three touch-
down drives came after Calexico
turnovers. The first was an inter-
ception that later turned into a
score followed by a fumble on a
kickoff that would also turn into
a score.

As the dream season comes to
a close, Solano said the players
deserve a lot of credit in a year
that saw the program make its
deepest playoff run in school his-
tory.

“It was a season of overcom-
ing a lot of obstacles, a lot of life
lessons learned, but most impor-
tantly, the lesson that we learned
is hard work beats talent because
we’re not the biggest, strongest,
fastest team, but we just work
hard and have a lot of dedication
and obviously, that can take you a
long way,” Solano said.

Despite the loss and the two-
hour trip to San Diego, many

members of the Calexico com-
munity made trek as Bulldog stu-
dents, cheerleaders, parents and
the band filled the visitor’s
bleachers in support.

Solano said the fanbase has
backed this team, dating back to
the beginning of the season.

“I’m so grateful for having
the strong support from the com-
munity,” Solano said. “They’ve
been behind us since day one.
They just come out and believe in
the kids. Even though we came
up short today, they were appre-
ciative of the season, and they
came out and said thank you to
all the coaches and the players.
So, I’m really grateful for the
strong support from the commu-
nity.”

Mission Bay now moves on
to the CIF-San Diego Division V
championship game and a meet-
ing with top-seeded Palo Verde
Valley High of Blythe set for 7
p.m. Friday, Nov. 26 at
Grossmont High School in El
Cajon.

Desert League champion Palo
Verde defeated Fallbrook High,
29-28, in the CIF-San Diego
Section Division V football semi-
final at Scott Stadium in Blythe
on Nov. 19 to advance to the
championship game.

The top-seeded Yellowjackets
(10-2 overall), swept through the
Desert League and have now
won eight straight games heading
into the Division V champi-
onship game.

Murray Anderson contributed
to this report.
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Tied at 3-3, the game went to
penalty kicks to decide a winner
and Hoover prevailed, 4-2, in the
shootout. Scoring for the
Bulldogs against Hoover was
senior Ricardo Godinez with two
goals and senior Jesse Nunez
with one.

“We’ve got 10 guys back
from last year’s team so that’s
about half the roster,” Bernal
said. “I try to think a year ahead
to always have some experience
coming back each season.”

To open the tournament,
Calexico went to Southwest High
and beat the Eagles, 3-1, on
Wednesday, Nov. 17. The
Bulldogs got goals from Nunez,
junior Nestor Guzman and senior
Brandon Galvan.

The second game of the tour-
nament saw the Bulldogs blank
Indio, 4-0, at Central Union High
on Thursday, Nov. 18. Godinez
had three of the four goals for the
Bulldogs with sophomore Jamian
Gascon getting the fourth.

Friday, Nov. 19, saw Imperial
Valley League rival Central
Union High travel to Ward Field
in Calexico for a tournament
matchup with the Bulldogs com-
ing out on top 3-1. Gascon, junior
Luis Martinez and junior Damian
Lopez were the goal scorers for

Calexico against the Spartans.
Seniors Daniel Benitez and

Eddie Aguirre served as goal-
keepers throughout the tourna-
ment for The Bulldogs.

Competition in the IVL this
season will be difficult as each
team will meet three times, giv-
ing plenty of time for strategy to
be implemented. Calexico,
Central, Southwest and Holtville
make up the IVL, with Brawley,
Imperial, Vincent Memorial
Catholic, Calipatria and Palo
Verde Valley of Blythe compris-
ing the Desert League.

Bernal has the Bulldogs fac-
ing some of the San Diego-area
elite soccer programs in the next
three weeks, including games
against Open Division teams
Canyon Crest Academy, St.
Augustine and Del Norte, plus
matchups against Division I
Rancho Bernardo and Point
Loma.

“It’s a totally different speed
and different level of play,”
Bernal said about being in
Division I. “If I get five ties in the
next few weeks I’ll be really
happy.”

Calexico travels to San Diego
for a 5:30 p.m. matchup with
Canyon Crest Academy on
Monday, Nov. 29. The Bulldogs
will be back in San Diego to take
on St. Augustine at 6 p.m. on
Wednesday, Dec. 1.
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And while the 81-year-old El
Centro resident did not physical-
ly take part in a “spirit walk” the
Quechan hosted in opposition to
the mining project on Saturday,
Nov. 20 in Winterhaven, Arrow-
weed was at the walk’s end to
provide the participants with
some advice. 

The highly respected elder,
culture bearer, actor and play-
wright urged those gathered at
the tribe’s community center to
dispense with diplomacy in times
when their very survival was at
stake.

“When you see the danger
coming, don’t be diplomatic,”
Arrow-weed said. “Stop them,
say something, do something.
The best way to do that for young
people coming up is to learn your
language, learn your songs, learn
your story.”

Preserving The “Trail of
Dreams”

For millennia, the Indian Pass
area in eastern Imperial County
has held religious and historical
significance for the Quechan
Tribe. The area contains sleeping
circles, geoglyphs and pottery
shards left behind by the tribe’s
ancestors, to name some artifacts. 

The area is also known as the
“Trail of Dreams,” whose trails
allow tribe members to navigate
the spirit world in their dreams.

Speaking to the crowd after
the walk, Quechan Tribal
Council President Jordan Joaquin
said he was among the tribal
members who had met with
Imperial Gold representatives
before the tribe decided to end
further talks in late 2020.

He had also served on the
council when Glamis Gold Ltd.
had proposed a gold mine at
Indian Pass more than 20 years
ago. 

“We won a victory decades
ago but they’re back again,”
Joaquin told those gathered. “We
will always say ‘No’ to the dese-
cration to our sacred lands.”

As with the tribe’s opposition
to the previous mining proposal,
its current struggle has attracted a
supportive coalition. 

Among the 100 or so individ-
uals present for the spirit walk
were members of the tri-state
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe, Gila
River (Ariz.) Indian Community,
Cocopah Indian Tribe, as well as
local community members and
environmental activists.

During his remarks, Quechan
Tribe member Zion White told
attendees that currently there are
no specific cultural sites at Indian
Pass that have been formally
recorded for protection under
federal and state historical site
preservation laws.

White previously worked on

the Lower Gila River
Ethnographic and Archaeological
Project in Arizona to help identi-
fy numerous Native American
cultural resources in the lower
Gila River in Southwest Arizona.

Because cultural sites eligible
for protection often need to be
strictly delineated, the Indian
Pass region’s ancient and expan-
sive walking trails may prove
more challenging to protect.

“As indigenous people it’s
really hard to do that because the
areas that we traveled and the
history that it’s connected to is so
vast and far and wide that we
can’t put it into a single, certain
location,” he said. “We definitely
have to think more critically
about how to do those things.” 

Just about every individual
who spoke during the rally
acknowledged that the success of
their efforts depended largely on
young tribal members’ involve-
ment.

Lycia Maddocks, a Quechan
member who resides in
Washington, D.C., and is
employed as the political director
for the indigenous-led NDN
Collective, said she recently
attended the United Nations
Climate Change Conference in
Scotland as part of a global dele-
gation of indigenous people.

There, she witnessed young
people stand up to the billionaire
corporations and worldwide gov-
ernment officials that Maddocks
said continue to think they can
take from indigenous people’s
land without their consent.

“The youth today have the
most powerful voice,” Maddocks
said. “You have the power and
I’m asking you to please use it.”

She also called on the
Quechan Tribal Council to for-
mally draft and approve a resolu-
tion opposing the Imperial Gold
mining proposal.

The last to speak at the rally
was Wendsler Nosie Sr., a San
Carlos (Ariz.) Apache Tribe
member who had visited Indian
Pass on Oct. 15 as an act of soli-
darity with the Quechan. He met
with Arrow-weed and other tribal
members. 

The San Carlos Apaches are
fighting against a proposed cop-
per mine at the Oak Flat area of
the Tonto National Forest, land
they consider sacred. Nosie went
before the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit in San
Francisco on Oct. 22 for oral
arguments intended to prevent
the United States from transfer-
ring the land to Resolution
Copper, a multinational mining
firm.

The court hearing left Nosie
deeply concerned, he said, after
hearing a U.S. attorney argue that
“it does not matter” if the Oak
Flat land transfer displaced
indigenous peoples from their

sacred land. 
“This should become a No. 1

issue to hold the United States
responsible for what they just
said,” Nosie told those gathered.
“We have to go to the Supreme
Court and put the United States
on call for all the negligence they
have done. Not only to us but
more importantly to Mother
Earth.”

A Different Kind of Gold
Mine  

Currently, Imperial Gold is in
the process of seeking an operat-
ing permit from the U.S. Bureau
of Land Management, a process
that is expected to take up to four
years or more and will allow the
public an opportunity to provide
input, Imperial Gold Chief
Operating Officer Marc Leduc
said.

A self-described “gold nerd”
with decades of executive-level
experience in the mining industry
in the United States and else-
where, Leduc is well aware of the
history and controversy of the
previous mining proposal at
Indian Pass.

Though Imperial Gold plans
to use the same open-pit, cyanide
heap leaching method that
Glamis Gold had previously pro-
posed, its project would mini-
mize physical alterations to the
landscape, Leduc said.

Such reclamation efforts are
required by a 2003 state law that
was largely prompted by the
Quechan Tribe’s opposition to
the previous mining proposal.
The law mandates that areas dis-
turbed by hard-rock mining are
backfilled with material to within
25 feet above or below the origi-
nal ground level. 

“The whole reason for the
reclamation standard was to sat-
isfy the Quechan complaint,”
Leduc said during a tour of the
proposed project site on Nov. 16.
“What we want to do is return
(the landscape) back to what it
was.” 

The company has its sights
set on a mineral deposit that is
projected to yield about 2.2 mil-
lion of ounces of gold worth an
estimated $4 billion.

When Glamis Gold had pro-
posed its mine at Indian Pass in
the late 1990s, gold was selling
for about $300 per Troy ounce,
Leduc said.

“Because gold is now $1,850
(per Troy ounce), we can pay for
the higher reclamation standard,”
he said.

The company, a subsidiary of
Canada-based KORE Mining, is
also proposing a novel idea to
both satisfy the state reclamation
standard and help mitigate the
public health risk that is posed by
the drying Salton Sea.

The proposal, dubbed Project
ACES (A Clean Environment for
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Calexico High junior Nestor Guzman (16) goes up for a header
against Central Union High in a Southwest Soccer Tournament
matchup at Ward Field in Calexico on Friday, Nov. 19. | JOAQUIN
VERDUGO PHOTO
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California Auction Ad

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned intends to sell the per-
sonal property described below to enforce a lien imposed on said
property Pursuant to Lien Sale per California Self Storage Act
Chapter 10. Undersigned will sell items at
www.storagetreasures.com sale by competitive bidding ending on
December 13th, 2021 at 1:00 pm. Where said property has been
stored at which are located at StaxUp Storage El Centro, 902 E Evan
Hewes Hwy, El Centro CA 92243 County of Imperial, State of
California. The following tenant: Traci Nichols. Items to be sold
include but not limited to personal property containing boxes, house-
hold items, clothing, and tools. Purchases must be paid at the time
with Cash Only. All purchases sold as is and must be removed with-
in 24 hours of the time of sale. Sale subject to cancellation up to the
time of sale, company reserves the right to refuse any online bids. 

Auction by storagetreasures.com
Phone: 855-722-8853
NCT 2324030 1017
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

California Auction Ad

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned intends to sell the per-
sonal property described below to enforce a lien imposed on said
property Pusuant to Lien Sale per California Self Storage Act Chapter
10. Undersigned will sell the items at www.storagetreasures.com sale
by competitive bidding ending on December 13, at 1:00pm. Where
said property has been stored at which are located at StaxUP Storage
- Portico, 2420 Enterprise Blvd., Calexico CA 92231 County of
Imperial, State of California. The following tenant: Francisco A
Gomez Torres, Cesar R Morales Ortiz, Raul Pagaza, Jose Antonio
Silva Garcia. Items to be sold include but not limited to personal
property containing boxes, household items, clothing, and tools.
Purchases must be paid at the time with Cash Only. All purchases
sold as is and must be removed within 24 hours of the time of sale.
Sale subject to cancellation up to the time of sale, company reserves
the right to refuse any online bids.

Auction by storagetreasures.com
Phone: 855-722-8853
NCT 2324030 1017

Legal 6260 Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 2021

California Auction Ad

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned intends to sell the per-
sonal property described below to enforce a lien imposed on said
property Pursuant to Lien Sale per California Self Storage Act
Chapter 10. Undersigned will sell items at
www.storagetreasures.com sale by competitive bidding ending on
December 13, at 1:00p.m. Where said property has been stored at
which are located at: StaxUp Storage - Brawley, 4223 US Hwy 86,
Brawley, CA 92227 County of Imperial, State of California. The fol-
lowing tenants: Joshua Smith, Christine J. Harris, Cecilio Sandoval,
Sophia Burgueno, Sophia Burgueno. Items to be sold but not limited
to personal property containing boxes, household item, clothing, and
tools. Purchases must be paid at the time with Cash Only. All pur-
chases sold as is and must be removed within 24 hours of the time of
sale. Sale subject to cancellation up to the time of sale, company
reserves the right to refuse any online bids.

Auction by storagetreasures.com
Phone: 855-722-8853
NCT 2324030 1017

Legal  6695 Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-968
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
MyKey Locksmith
218 N Imperial Ave.
Brawley, CA 92227
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Cesar Humberto Arce Montes De
Oca
218 N Imperial Ave.
Brawley, CA 92227
Julia Ana Karen Lopez Carballo

218 N Imperial Ave.
Brawley, CA 92227
This business is conducted by:
CoPartners
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
November 23, 2021.
I, Cesar Humberto Arce Montes,
Julia Ana Karen Lopez Carballo
Declare that all of the information in
this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Cesar Humberto Arce
Montes De Oca, Co-Partner
The filing of this statement does not

of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 23, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 22, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Rebecca Leyva-Balmaceda, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6696     
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9, 16, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-969
The following person is conducting
business as:
F&A Transport
951 H De La Vega Dr.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Jose Antonio Marron
951 H De La Vega Dr.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business is conducted by: An

Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
November 23, 2021.
I, Jose Antonio Marron Declare that
all of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Jose Antonio Marron,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another

under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 23, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 22, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Rebecca Leyva-Balmaceda, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6261     
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9, 16, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-970
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
J & M Renewals
556 Sandalwood Dr.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Jesus Miguel Roth Lopez
556 Sandalwood Dr.
El Centro, CA 92243
Manuel Gerardo Serna
2113 East Bielma Ct.

Calexico, CA 92231
This business is conducted by: A
General Partnership
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
November 23, 2021.
I, Jesus M. Roth Lopez Declare that
all of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature:  Jesus Miguel Roth Lopez,
General Partner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in

Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 23, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 22, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Francis Arias, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6697   
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9, 16, 2021

the Salton Sea), would take
about 83 million tons of clean
earthen materials dug from the
proposed gold mine to create a
one-foot-thick layer of material to
coverthe exposed Salton Sea
playa, or lakebed, to help prevent
toxic particulate matter from get-
ting airborne.

The proposal has even gotten
the blessing of the Salton Sea
Authority, the California Natural
Resources Agency, California
Department of Water Resources,
and state Department of Fish and
Wildlife.

“This is the perfect material
for whatever project they want to
do over at the Salton Sea to miti-
gate air problems,” Leduc said.

Imperial Gold’s mining pro-
posal is expected to be a financial
boon for the county as well, by
generating some $5.9 million in
local taxes, on top of $162 million
in federal taxes, and $74 million
in state taxes.  

The project’s construction is
projected to create more than 500
jobs, and more than 220 direct
jobs with an annual payroll of
more than $23 million when com-
pleted, according to information
provided by Imperial Gold.

The company is also keen on
highlighting local mining history
as much as its potential future. 

Though less expansive as the
Quechan’s historic ties to Indian
Pass, the surrounding region
looms large in the nearly 300-year
history of gold mining in the
county. 

Imperial Gold’s logo promi-
nently features a gold-colored
mountain whose flank contains

the silhouette of two young boys,
a reference to the nearby Cargo
Muchacho Mountains. 

Legend has it that the moun-
tains were named in the late 1700s
after two young boys who had
returned to the Spanish colonists’
mining camp with their shirts
filled with gold ore, earning them
the title of muchachos cargados,
or “loaded boys,” said Frank
Salazar, Imperial Gold director of
government and community
engagement.

“What we decided to embody
when we started Imperial Gold
was to bring out rich mining his-
tory of gold in Imperial Valley,”
Salazar said during the Nov. 16
visit to the proposed project’s site. 

The company has applied for
permits from BLM that, if
approved, would allow it to estab-
lish 58 exploratory drill sites in
two separate areas located
between the Mesquite Gold mine
and Imperial Gold’s main project
site, Salazar said.

The exploratory drilling pro-
gram is considered part of the
overall project’s first phase. If
exploratory studies show that a
gold mine can be established
without having undue degradation
to the cultural and biological
resources of the area, then
Imperial Gold would proceed
with the project’s second phase. 

“Prior to making any land dis-
turbance such as developing a
drill pad there would be a trained
archaeologist and cultural
resource monitors provided for
the local tribes to ensure that the
areas of disturbance do not con-
tain any cultural artifacts or
human remains,” Salazar stated in
an email on Nov. 16.

To date, the company has
hosted two in-person and two vir-

tual meetings with Quechan Tribe
members, the last of which
occurred in December, when rep-
resentatives of the tribe reiterated
their opposition and decided to
end the dialogue.

During its talks, Imperial Gold
had indicated that it would be
willing to hire Quechan members
during the project’s exploration
phase and explained how the tribe
could stand to benefit financially
from Project ACES were the
Quechan able to establish a com-
pany to transport the earthen
material from the mine site to the
Salton Sea.

“My wish is that we could
have a good cooperative relation-
ship with them,” COO Leduc said.
“The only way to do that is
through dialogue.”

It remains to be seen when
that dialogue will resume between
the tribe and Imperial Gold, but
clearly there is a long road ahead
in the process. Imperial Gold’s
permit application with the feder-
al government can take up to four
years.

It appears the Quechan are
ready to stand firm in their oppo-
sition for now.

“We're not fighting to take the
land back. We're trying to stop it
from being destroyed,” said tribal
elder Arrow-weed on Oct. 15,
when he was joined at Indian Pass
with the San Carlos Apache’s
Nosie.

“I know that we're stopping
progress, but progress kills, too.
Progress is dangerous if you don’t
know how to do it,” Arrow-weed
said. “They are not thinking about
the ecology … They think that if
one little lizard dies it won’t make
no difference.”

INDIAN PASS
From page 11

The following reports were
collected from the Imperial
County Sheriff’s Office call logs
from Nov. 16 through Nov. 21.

TUESDAY, NOV. 16
5:57 a.m.: A resident of the

Niland area called police to
report that somebody had stolen
his shoes, valued at $10, from
his camp while he was sleeping.

6:39 p.m.: Employees at
Calipatria State Prison reported
spotting what looked like a
drone flying near the prison.
Deputies checked the area but
only found field workers nearby.

6:58 p.m.: A Hispanic
woman approximately 30 years
of age reportedly assaulted a
worker at the Family Dollar
store in Salton City, hitting the
employee in the face before flee-
ing the scene.

7:52 p.m.: Deputies respond-
ed to reports of shots being fired
by a group of people near the
intersection of Maple Street and
Hawk Street in Heber.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 17
9:33 a.m.: A resident of

Frink Road in Bombay Beach
called deputies to report that his
mother had been smoking meth
and was now driving in a silver
Saturn SUV. The caller also
alleged that his mother had
drugs in the car with her.

5:54 p.m.: A resident of
Ocotillo Wells called deputies to
report seeing a man on his secu-
rity cameras stealing quads from
a storage container. The
Sheriff’s Department requested
assistance from California State
Parks rangers to respond to the
incident.

THURSDAY, NOV. 18
3 a.m.: A 24-year-old female

subject reportedly crashed her
vehicle into a ditch along
Picacho Road in Winterhaven
after getting into a fight with her
passenger leading to the acci-
dent. The female subject was
reported to be bleeding from the
head.

FRIDAY, NOV. 19
1:31 p.m.: Deputies respond-

ed to a residence in Niland for
reports that a female subject in
the area was yelling and scream-
ing and threatening to start a
fire.

7:41 p.m.: Deputies respond-
ed to a trailer fire in Niland.
Neighbors advised that they
believed the trailer to be unoccu-
pied.

SATURDAY, NOV. 20
2:26 p.m.: Deputies investi-

gate reports of a male subject
lying on the side of Highway 98
at Signal Road near Calexico.

2:31 p.m.: Marisol Garcia
Castro was arrested at the
Algodones border crossing in
Winterhaven for an outstanding
felony warrant on charges of
conspiracy, possession of mari-
juana for sale in an amount over
the state threshold, illegally con-
ducting an enterprise and for
money laundering. Her bail was
set at $10,000.

SUNDAY, NOV. 21
11:04 a.m.: Deputies

responded to a river bottom fire
west of Naval Air Facility El
Centro.

3:46 p.m.: Security officers
at Quechan Casino in

Obituaries
Christina Vogel-Brogel

October 3, 1939 - 
September 28, 2021

A Memorial Mass was held on
Tuesday, November 23, 2021 for
Christina Vogel-Brogel  at St
Mary's Catholic Church in El
Centro. Burial  followed at
Evergreen Cemetery.
Christina Vogel-Brogle passed
away peacefully at the age of
almost 82 on September 28, 2021
after courageously battling
Alzheimers (Dementia) for the
last three plus years. She was
born October 3, 1939 in Aarau,
Switzerland.
She turned her life over into the
loving arms of our Lord with her
son, Mark Vogel and daughter-in-
law, Cecilia by her side. She was
born the third eldest of eleven
children of the late, Oskar and
Aline Broglie-Haefeli, in
Switzerland.
Survived by her son, Mark and
his wife, Cecilia Vogel, several
grandchildren and one great

grandson, River Layne Vogel.
She is also survived by nine sib-
lings both in the USA and
Switzerland. Also by many
nieces, nephews, cousins and
friends. To say she will be missed
is an understatement.
Nancy W. Heil, 93, of El Centro
passed away on October 16,
2021. She was born November
23, 1927 in Napa, Ca.

Nancy Weiss Heil 
Nov. 23, 1927 Oct. 16, 2021

No services are planned for
Nancy Weiss Heil.
Nancy lived most of her life in
the Imperial Valley. Her father,
Bud Weiss, was an engineer for
the IID several times during his
career working on the hydroelec-
tric plants on the All American
Canal, and serving as Chief
Engineer and General
Superintendent. Nancy married
Phillip (Norman) Heil on July 3,
1948. They were married for 66
years. Norman was a captain with

the El Centro Fire Dept. for 31
years. Nancy was one of the orig-
inal founders of the Imperial
Valley Cactus & Succulent
Society, her passion being col-
lecting and growing all types of
cactus and succulents. Nancy
also volunteered countless hours
for the Imperial Valley Historical
Society in which she was a life
member.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Norman Heil.
She is survived by her son,
Steven Heil of El Centro; daugh-
ter, Terry Dear (Lorne) of
Oklahoma City; 2 grandchildren,
David Dear (Beth) of Ames, IA,
and Leanne Ulrich (Tim) of
Oklahoma City; and seven great-
grandchildren.
The family would like to thank
the staff of Heart And Hand
Assisted Living for their love and
care for Nancy during the last 10
years of her life. Their hard work
is greatly appreciated.

Imperial County Sheriff’s Office
Briefs: Nov. 16-Nov. 21
BY CALEXICO CHRONICLE
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-904
The following person is conducting
business as:
We Can Do it For You
1101 Santa Fe Drive
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Alejandro Alvarado
1101 Santa Fe Drive
Calexico, CA 92231
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I, Alejandro Alvarado Declare that all

of the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Alejandro Alvarado,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 3, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 2, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Francis Arias, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6246      
Publish: Nov. 18, 25, Dec. 2, 9, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-958
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
11 Crew
1108 Fieldbrook Ct.
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Cynthia Mesa
1108 Fieldbrook Ct.
Imperial, CA 92251
Rudy Mesa
1108 Fieldbrook Ct.
Imperial, CA 92251
This business is conducted by: A
Married Couple
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:

November 19, 2021.
I, Cynthia Mesa Declare that all of
the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Cynthia Mesa, Co-Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 19, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 18, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Rebecca Leyva-Balmaceda, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6688      
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9, 16, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-938
The following person is conducting
business as:
Jolinda The Human
a907 Paulin Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Jolinda Mendoza
907 Paulin Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.

I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Jolinda Mendoza, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 12, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 11, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Francis Arias, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6257      
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9, 16, 2021

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Javier Lopez Rodriguez, aka Javier
L. Rodriguez and Javier Rodriguez
CASE NUMBER:   EPR001092 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Javier
Lopez Rodriguez aka Javier L.
Rodriguez and Javier Rodriguez
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Mia Rodriguez in the Superior
Court of California, County of:
IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Mia Rodriguez be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to

administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date:  December 17, 2021

Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA  92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first

issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as

provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Mercedes Z. Wheeler, Esq.
Horton, Knox, Ca rter & Foote, LLP
195 South Second Street, P.O. Box
1439
Brawley, CA 92227
(760) 344-2360
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
11/23/2021 at 11:42:16 AM 
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6693
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-919
The following person is conducting
business as:
McCattle Co.
420 W. Main Street
Brawley, CA 92227
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 1268
Brawley, CA 92227
Full Name of Registrant:
Manuel Castro
338 Andrita Pl.
Brawley, CA 92227
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:

November 1, 2021.
I, Manuel Castro Declare that all of
the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Manuel Castro, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 9, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 8, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Francis Arias, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6691     
Publish: Nov.  25, Dec. 2, 9, 16, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

Heffernan Memorial Healthcare District 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

URGENT CARE SERVICES 
Heffernan Memorial Health District is requesting proposals from medical providers  within 
and adjacent to the communities it serves, regarding the provision of  Urgent Care services 

the greater Calexico Community. 
The District Board is interested in receiving proposals from both current and prospective providers of
Urgent Care services for the provision of 24-hour Urgent Care services at a site owned by the District and
to be leased to the  Urgent Care provider.

CONTENT
The Proposal should address all of the following elements: 

A.   Introductory materials identifying the entity, its tenure and experience within the community, the
range of services it currently offers, including any affiliations with similar medical facilities inside or
outside of the District; 

B.   A brief narrative discussing the proposing entity’s assessment of the community’s need (and the
proponent’s vision) for the providing of Urgent Care services; 

C.   The lead time the proposing entity would need to bring such services on line, and detailed costs
associated with start up as well as the ongoing provision of services; 

D.   For proposing entities with existing medical practices in the community, a discussion of how
urgent care services would be integrated into the existing service, with a view toward compliance with
ethical rules and statutes governing conflicts and referrals. 

E.   The total hours can you provide Urgent Services without financial support from the District. 
F.   Discussion of care to be provided for Medi-Cal patients, including a definitive statement of the

proposing entity’s intentions regarding acceptance of Medi-Cal patients. 
G.   An overview of your anticipated marketing efforts to notify local residents of the operating hours. 
I.   Any specific additional information the entity wishes to present to demonstrate commitment and

quality service to the community. 
SELECTION CRITERIA
All proposals received will be evaluated based upon: 

1.    The submitting entity’s demonstrated record of success and experience providing medical/urgent
care services to the community; 

2.    The qualifications and experience of the key personnel for submitting entity; 
3.    The submitting entity’s willingness to commit to providing services; 
4.    The District Board may wish to conduct interviews with submitting entities as part of its review

process. 
DUE DATE 
All Proposals should be submitted to the District no later than 3pm on Monday, December 13, 2021 
Tomas Virgen, CEO Heffernan Memorial Health District, 601 Heber Avenue, Calexico, CA 92231 
Proposals may also be submitted via e-mail to: tvirgen@heffernanmemorial.org

Legal 6258 Publish: November 25, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Colleen Ann Reed Decedent
CASE NUMBER:   EPR001090  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Colleen
Ann Reed, aka Colleen Ann
Guerrero, Colleen Reed, Colleen
Guerrero, and Colleen G. Reed
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Theresa Parker in the Superior
Court of California, County of:
IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Theresa Parker be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested

persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date:  December 10, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA  92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California

Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Charlotte A. Flanigan
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
11/22/2021 at 02:08:50 PM
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6692
Publish: Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

LAURA P. HARO
CASE NO. EPR001066

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the WILL or estate, or both of
LAURA P. HARO. 
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has
been filed by CLAUDIA HARO in
the Superior Court of California,
County of IMPERIAL. 
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE
requests that CLAUDIA HARO be
appointed as personal representative
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent. 
THE PETITION requests authority
to administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed

action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority. 
A HEARING on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
December 17, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in
Dept. 9 located at 220 Main Street,
Brawley, CA 92227, Brawley
Courthouse 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a
contingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-

ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner: Ricsie M.
Hernandez, Esq., Brierton, Jones and
Jones LLP, 1550 Hotel Circle North,
Suite 300, San Diego CA 92108
Telephone: (619) 696-7066
11/4, 11/11, 11/18/21
CNS-3526026#
IMPERIAL VALLEY WEEKLY
Legal 6687

mailto:tvirgen@heffernanmemorial.org
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Legal Notices 

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-905
The following person is conducting
business as:
Cindyrella Kids
1023 Paulin Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Cindy Sandoval
1023 Paulin Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I, Cindy Sandoval Declare that all of

the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Cindy Sandoval, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 3, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 2, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Francis Arias, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6242     
Publish: Nov. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-891
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Halos and Tiaras
608 East 10th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 463 
Holtville, CA 92250
Full Name of Registrants:
Caelynn Andrea Iten Foundation
608 E. 10th Street
Holtville, CA 92250
This business is conducted by: An
Unincorporated Association
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
October 1, 2014.

I, Marcy Bingham  Declare that all of
the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Marcy Bingham,
President
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: October 29, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: October 28, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Virginia Wong, Deputy Clerk
Legal 9077   
Publish:  Nov. 4, 11, 18, 25 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-922
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Fernando Armenta
Fernie’s Mortgage
Pessa Financial
1416 Hoover Ct.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Pessa True LLC
1416 Hoover Ct.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business is conducted by: A
Limited Liability Company
Articles of Incorporation:
202130810736
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
November 5, 2021.

I, Fernando Armenta Declare that all
of the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Fernando Armenta Perez,
Managing Member
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 9, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior
to the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 8, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6248  
Publish: Nov. 18, 25, Dec. 2, 9, 2021

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Leland Roger Bailey Decedent
CASE NUMBER:   EPR001072  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Leland
Roger Bailey, aka Leland Roger
Bailey, Sr., Leland R. Bailey, and
Leland Bailey
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Lisa Ann Crosby, aka Lisa A.
Crosby, aka Lisa Crosby in the
Superior Court of California, County
of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Lisa Ann Crosby, aka Lisa A.
Crosby, aka Lisa Crosby be
appointed as personal representative
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate. The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the

personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date:  December 3, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA  92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in

section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Charlotte A. Flanigan
Pinney, Caldwell & Pace
444 South Eighth Street, Suite A
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-7800
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
11/08/2021 at 04:09:10 PM
By: Irma De La Rosa, Deputy
Legal 6678 
Publish: Nov. 11, 18, 25, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-889
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Ventures Properties
1444 Magnolia Circle
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Ventures Properties LLC
1444 Magnolia Circle
El Centro, CA 92243
This business is conducted by: A

Limited Liability Company
Articles of Incorporation:
202129510642
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I, Marco T. Landeros  Declare that
all of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature:  Marco T. Landeros,
Member
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in

Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: October 29, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: October 28, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Francis Arias, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6675       
Publish:  Nov. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
Jose F. Mendoza, Jr., an individual,
Carolina Mendoza, an individual:
Home Capital Funding, Inc.; All
Persons Unknown, Claiming Any
Legal or Equitable Right, Title,
Estate, Lien, or Interest in the
Properties Described in the
Complaint adverse to Plaintiff’s title,
or any cloud upon Plaintiff’s title
thereto named as and DOES 1-5
inclusive,
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY
PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE):
Pablo F. Mendoza, an individual
NOTICE! You have been sued. The
court may decide against you without
your being heard unless you respond
within 30 days. Read the information
below.
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS
after this summons and legal papers
are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a
copy served on the plaintiff. A letter
or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in
proper legal form if you want the
court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your
response. You can find these court
forms and more information at the
California Courts Online Self-Help
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),
your county law library, or the court-
house nearest you. If you cannot pay
the filing fee, ask the court clerk for
a fee waiver form. If you do not file
your response on time, you may lose
the case by default, and your wages,
money, and property may be taken
without further warning from the
court.
There are other legal requirements.
You may want to call an attorney
right away. If you do not know an
attorney, you may want to call an
attorney referral service. If you can-
not afford an attorney, you may be

eligible for free legal service from a
nonprofit legal services program.
You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcal-
ifornia.org), the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or
county bar association. NOTE: The
court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or
arbitration award of $10,000 or more
in a civil case. The court's lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss
the case.
¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no
responde dentro de 30 días, la corte
puede decidir en su contra sin
escuchar su versión. Lea la informa-
ción a continuación.
Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO
después de que le entreguen esta
citación y papeles legales para pre-
sentar una respuesta por escrito en
esta corte y hacer que se entregue
una copia al demandante. Una carta
o una llamada telefónica no lo prote-
gen. Su respuesta por escrito tiene
que estar en formato legal correcto si
desea que procesen su caso en la
corte. Es posible que haya un formu-
lario que usted pueda usar para su
respuesta. Puede encontrar estos for-
mularios de la corte y más informa-
ción en el Centro de Ayuda de las
Cortes de California
(www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la bibliote-
ca de leyes de su condado o en la
corte que le quede más cerca. Si no
puede pagar la cuota de pre-
sentación, pida al secretario de la
corte que le dé un formulario de
exención de pago de cuotas. Si no
presenta su respuesta a tiempo,
puede perder el caso por incumplim-
iento y la corte le podrá quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin más
advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales. Es
recomendable que llame a un aboga-
do inmediatamente. Si no conoce a
un abogado, puede llamar a un ser-
vicio de remisión a abogados. Si no

puede pagar a un abogado es posible
que cumpla con los requisitos para
obtener servicios legales gratuitos de
un programa de servicios legales sin
fines de lucro. Puede encontrar estos
grupos sin fines de lucro en el sitio
web de California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de
California, (www.sucorte.ca.gov) o
poniéndose en contacto con la corte
o el colegio de abogados locales.
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene dere-
cho a reclamar las cuotas y los cos-
tos y los costos exentos por imponer
un gravamen sobre cualquier recu-
peración de $10,000 o más de valor
recibida mediante un acuerdo o una
concesión de arbitraje en un caso de
derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el
gravamen de la corte antes de que la
corte pueda desechar el caso.
CASE NUMBER: ECU001846
The name and address of the court
is: (El nombre y dirección de la corte
es):
El Centro Courthouse
939 Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
The name, address, and telephone
number of plaintiff's attorney, or
plaintiff without an attorney, is: (El
nombre, la dirección y el número de
teléfono del abogado del deman-
dante, o del demandante que no tiene
abogado, es):
Mark J. Castellanet (SBN 310152)
600 W. Santa Ana Blvd. Ste 925
Santa Ana, CA 92701
Tel: 714-442-9741
Date: February 8, 2021
Maria Rhinehart/Clerk of the Court
Clerk, by (Secretario) Michelle
Garcia, Deputy
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California
County of Imperial
04/08/2021 at 01:31:13 PM
By: Michelle Garcia, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6681
Publish: Nov. 11, 18, 25, Dec. 2,
2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-913
The following person is conducting
business as:
BFABULASH
1051 Adler Ave. Apt. 45
Calexico, CA  92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Laura V. Laurint
1051 Adler Ave. Apt. 45
Calexico, CA  92231
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
December 1, 2017.
I, Laura V. Laurint Declare that all of

the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Laura V. Laurint
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 5, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 4, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6243      
Publish: Nov. 11, 18, 25, Dec. 2, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-935
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
R & B Trucking
1006 E. 6th St.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Jose Gerardo Ramirez
736 Maple Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
Anthony Sanchez Bueno
1006 E. 6th St.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business is conducted by: A
General Partnership
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:

October 1, 2021.
I, Anthony S. Bueno  Declare that all
of the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Anthony Sanchez Bueno
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 10, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 9, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Francis Arias, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6247  
Publish: Nov. 18, 25, Dec. 2, 9, 2021

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
GUADALUPE V. MONTOYA

CASE NO. EPR001081
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the WILL or estate,
or both of GUADALUPE V.
MONTOYA.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE
has been filed by NORMA
MONTOYA in the Superior
Court of California, County of
IMPERIAL.
THE PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE requests that NORMA
MONTOYA be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests author-
ity to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act with limited
authority. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
01/21/22 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9
located at 939 WEST MAIN
STREET, EL CENTRO, CA
92243 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting
of the petition, you should appear
at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objec-
tions with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may be
in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a
contingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months

from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are a per-
son interested in the estate, you
may file with the court a Request
for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory

and appraisal of estate assets or
of any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the
court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
LESLIE E. RILEY - SBN
265987 VARNER & BRANDT
LLP
3237 EAST GUASTI ROAD
SUITE 220
ONTARIO CA 91761
11/25, 12/2, 12/9/21
CNS-3531794#
IMPERIAL VALLEY WEEKLY
Legal 6686

http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp)
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),
http://www.sucorte.ca.gov),
http://www.lawhelpcalifornia.org),
http://www.sucorte.ca.gov)


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-860
The following person is conducting
business as:
JP3 Restoration
769 Park Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
771 Park Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
Full Name of Registrant:
Jose E. Parra
771 Park Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:

September 15, 2021.
I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Jose E. Parra, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: October 15, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: October 14, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Francis Arias, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6679      
Publish: Nov. 11, 18, 25, Dec. 2, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-955
The following person is conducting
business as:
Garzon Tax Services
37 E. 2nd St.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Mailing Address
1161 Manuel A. Ortiz Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
Full Name of Registrant:
Jose Manuel Garzon Gastelum

1161 Manuel A. Ortiz Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business is conducted by: AN
Individual
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I, Jose Manuel Garzon Gastelum
Declare that all of the information in
this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Jose Manuel Garzon
Gastelum, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State

or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 17, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 16, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Rebecca Leyva-Balmaceda, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6254    
Publish:  Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9, 16, 2021
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-917
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
5 Brothers Fuel Stop
105 W Cole Blvd.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Ignite Bros Inc.
105 W Cole Blvd 
Calexico, CA 92231

This business is conducted by: A
Corporation
Articles of Incorporation: C4678437
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I, Imad Yousif Mariam Declare that
all of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Imad Yousif Mariam,
President
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State

or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 8, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 7, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Francis Arias, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6256  
Publish:  Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 9, 16, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-902
The following person is conducting
business as:
Smog Tech
1450 W. Commercial Suite C
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Brian German Zazueta
1774 W. Euclid #125
El Centro, CA 92243

This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
November 2, 2021.
I, Brian G. Zazueta Declare that all
of the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Grian German Zazueta,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State

or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 2, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 1, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Francis Arias, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6684     
Publish:  Nov. 11, 18, 25, Dec. 2, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-908
The following person is conducting
business as:
Unfading Beauty
612 South J Street Ste 1B
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
108 E. 15th St. Apt A
Imperial, CA 92251
Full Name of Registrant:
Raven Sanchez
108 E. 15th St. Apt. A
Imperial, CA 92251
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.

I, Raven Sanchez Declare that all of
the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Raven Sanchez, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 4, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 3, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Francis Arias, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6680      
Publish:  Nov. 11, 18, 25, Dec. 2, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-906
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
JJC Registration
744 S. Imperial Ave. Unit A
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O Box 2248
Calexico, CA 92232
Full Name of Registrant:
JJC Registration LLC
744 S. Imperial Ave. Unit A
Calexico, CA 92231
This business is conducted by: A
Limited Liability Company
Articles of Incorporation:
202130210265
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) list-
ed above.

I, Julio C. Galindo  Declare that
all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Julio C. Galindo,
Manager
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk on: November 3, 2021.
A new statement must be filed
prior to the expiration date. This
statement expires on: November
2, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Francis Arias, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6244      
Publish:  Nov. 11, 18, 25, Dec. 2,
2021

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER:  ECU002139
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner (name): Israel Martin
Alvarez Jr.   filed a petition with this
court for a decree changing names as
follows: 
Present name :
Israel Martin Alvarez Jr.
Proposed name:
Israel Alvarez

THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter
appear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause, if
any, why the petition for change of
name should not be granted. Any
person objecting to the name changes
described above must file a written
objection that includes the reasons
for the objection at least two court
days before the matter is scheduled to
be heard and must appear at the hear-
ing to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition without a hear-
ing.
NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: January 5, 2022
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.:  9
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California, County
of Imperial
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA  92243
A copy of this Order to Show Cause
shall be published at least once each
week for four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on the peti-
tion in the following newspaper of
general circulation, printed in this
county (specify newspaper):
Calexico Chronicle/Imperial Valley
Weekly
Date:  November 5, 2021
L. Brooks Anderholt
Judge of the Superior Court
Filed
11/05/2021
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Clerk of the Court
By: Joselyn Pradis, Deputy
Legal 6683 
Publish: Nov. 11, 18, 25, Dec. 2,
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT 
FILE NO.:  21-918
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
SJD Transportation
435 Smoketree Dr.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Jennifer Edith Ramos Garcia
435 Smoketree Dr.
El Centro, CA 92243
Mirna Edith Garcia
435 Smoketree Dr.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business is conducted by: Co-
Partners
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.

I, Jennifer E. Ramos Declare that all
of the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Jennifer Edith Ramos
Garcia
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: November 9, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: November 8, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Francis Arias, Deputy Clerk
Legal  6682   
Publish:  Nov. 11, 18, 25, Dec. 2, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

STEVEN E. REYNOLDS
CASE NO. EPR001082

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the WILL or estate, or both of
STEVEN E. REYNOLDS.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has
been filed by TIMOTHY D.
REYNOLDS in the Superior Court
of California, County of IMPERIAL.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE
requests that TIMOTHY D.
REYNOLDS be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority
to administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived

notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
01/21/22 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9 locat-
ed at 939 WEST MAIN STREET, EL
CENTRO, CA 92243 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a
contingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from

the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
ADAM M. JUEL - SBN 298482 
SAN DIEGO ELDER LAW 
CENTER, APLC
7880 GOLFCREST DRIVE
SAN DIEGO CA 92119
11/25, 12/2, 12/9/21
CNS-3531703#
IMPERIAL VALLEY WEEKLY
Legal 6685
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