
COACHELLA VALLEY ENERGY COMMISSION 
OPENING COMMENTS 

 
Good afternoon, my name is JB Hamby and I am the Vice-President of the 
Imperial Irrigation District Board of Directors and Chairman of the Coachella 
Valley Energy Commission. 
 
Welcome to this the first meeting of the Coachella Valley Energy 
Commission and for being part of this. This is the first and only time in the 78 
years of IID’s energy service to the greater Coachella Valley that the people 
and entities gathered here today have been convened to have these 
conversations. 
 
As you know, issues of appropriate representation for Coachella Valley 
ratepayers have existed for decades. And for an even longer period of time, 
the protection of Imperial Valley’s water rights has been the prime concern 
of IID. 
 
Over the years, these two goals — providing representation and protecting 
water rights — have been seen as conflicting objectives. No longer. 
 
We are gathered here today to set out to better achieve the needs and 
desires of all communities that IID serves and benefit from the District. 
 
As we approach the 2033 end of a 99-year arrangement that defines certain 
terms for IID and all our communities, we must work together and adapt to 
changing circumstances and plan for a future of mutual benefit. 
 
That’s not just overcoming perceived differences between Coachella and 
Imperial Valleys, but within the Coachella Valley as well. Our task is to 
overcome geography, wealth, backgrounds, and past differences as we plan 
our shared future by forging new partnerships and opening new lines of 
communication to ensure our communities will continue to thrive. 
 
As a housekeeping note, our hope is that the Commission will be a place of 
informed conversation. That requires both information and conversation.  
 
The materials contained in the agenda are foundational background. They 
are a resource for you here in one place that will be referred to many times 
in the future, and be assured we won’t go into all of it today. 



IID’s energy department will provide an overview of IID’s low-cost public 
power service in the Coachella Valley.  
 
The remainder of the items are to lay out the past, present, and future. How 
we got here, where we are now, and shaping where we’d like to go from 
here. 
 
Materials have been provided in advance to prepare and inform yourselves 
on your own time. The presentations at these meetings are to be brief and 
meant to kick off informed conversation by all Commissioners on every item. 
 
Today, our aim is to be introductory and brief. To get to know each other and 
familiarize ourselves with the issues at hand and the problems to be solved. 
 
This agenda is structured to accomplish these goals for today, ideally within 
two hours, but all future agendas and meetings will be shaped by your goals 
and desires as Commissioners to fulfill our collective goals and purpose. 
 
Without further ado, I will turn it over to my fellow Commissioners and then 
to IID staff to briefly introduce yourselves.   


