
I have read the letter that Mayor Fernandez has sent to the press with great disappointment.  

I am disappointed because in this letter she describes precisely what she does not do in the Calexico City 

Council: treat her fellow councilmembers with the dignity and respect. As may observe in her meeting 

actions, she gives preferential treatment to the agendas of Camilo Garcia and Javier Moreno. Naming 

them to all commissions in representation of the City of Calexico except for one: my appointment to the 

Imperial County Southern Border Committee at request of Supervisor Escobar.  

As Mayor Fernandez has made sure the City has become an unwelcoming place for the majority of 

Calexicans that seek change, the vulnerable and marginalized community members, as well as the new 

councilmembers they voted in overwhelming majority to represent them at the Council.  

Fernandez claims, in her letter, her responsibility is respect and dignity towards the City of El Centro and 

Imperial while she neglects her official responsibility in treating the new duly elected councilmembers 

Gloria G. Romo and Raul Urena with equal respect and dignity to other members in the Council. 

Her actions have been divisive and targeted at hurting the most vulnerable. At a previous meeting, she 

has said: “You represent your people Mr. Urena and I represent mine.” 

Ms. Fernandez cannot claim to be in favor of an inclusive or welcoming city as she blocks a Proclamation 

celebrating LGBT Pride Month, a pride flag raising and Juneteenth (June 19th), a national holiday 

celebrating the end of slavery this country. An inclusive city creates the conditions to allow ALL of its 

citizens, regardless of race, religion, color, gender, and sexual orientation to actively participate and be 

respected in the political process and social life of a city.  

I have substantiated the claims I have made about instances of police brutality in the region in a 2,000-

word letter that explains why police brutality is underreported and remains a serious problem: We lack 

a trusted and independent community-run mechanism of investigating claims of police wrongdoing.  

Since the writing of that letter, that message has been corroborated by community members in private 

and in public. Largely, the community has called upon me to look in my own jurisdiction for police 

brutality and I agree. Due to the underreporting, we do not really know which department has the most 

brutality and that is exactly the problem I point out.  

Unfortunately, we are only aware of police misconduct cases that are fatal, result in a lawsuit or 

settlement or are reported by citizens to an investigative press.  

Speaking of regional spirit, our regional representative, Senator Ben Hueso, voted in favor of Senate Bill 

2. A bill that would establish an independent commission at a state level with the power to investigate 

claims of police misconduct statewide and decertify officers guilty of misconduct. The bill now heads to 

the California Assembly for amendment and approval where I expect it will find the support of another 

regional leader: Assemblyman Eduardo Garcia.  

Fernandez says “To conclude, as Mayor I will continue to maintain effective communication to help 

strengthen regional diplomacy.” 

Observing this quote, I expect Mayor Fernandez to first maintain effective communication and 

diplomacy with her own council and the large sections of the community she claims to not represent.  



In closing, I ask the citizens to be attentive to the meeting of July 7th where democracy will once again 

occur, and we will select a new Mayor and Mayor Pro-Tem. We expect Mayor Fernandez in her 

diplomatic excellence to share responsibilities with members outside of her group of three.  

Cordially, 

Raúl Ureña 

 

 

 


