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Migrants seeking asylum in the United States 
are being temporarily housed at the Ramada 
hotel at Barbara Worth Country Club in Holt-
ville as a quarantine measure for potential 
COVID-19 exposure. Several could be seen 
congregating outside their rooms on Tuesday 
evening, April 6. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO

BY JULIO MORALES
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

HOLTVILLE — As uncertain as the 
future may seem for Cuban brothers 
and asylum seekers Reynaldo Marquéz 
Giniebra and Marco Antonio Marquéz 
Giniebra, both maintain they will never 
see Cuba again.

That’s because the brothers’ opposi-
tion to the political regime in Cuba is so 
strong that both suggested they would 
rather to take their own lives than to be 
deported back to their homeland.

The brothers spoke while they stood 
in the doorway to their hotel room on 
Saturday, April 3, at the Ramada by 
Wyndham Hotel at the Barbara Worth 
Country Club outside Holtville, where 
they and more than 150 other asylum 
seekers and migrants were temporarily 
being housed.

Listening to the brothers, one gets the 
sense that their return to Cuba could po-
tentially subject them to further politi-
cal persecution, arbitrary incarceration, 
and unemployment, as they said they 
have been for most of their adult lives.  

Whether they are granted political 
asylum depends entirely on the case 
they present during their pending im-
migration court hearings in the United 
States, which they both said they have 
every intention of attending once they 
are reunited with family members in 
Miami. 

“I didn’t come here to hide,” the 
52-year-old Reynaldo said in Spanish. 
“I will present myself in court and ex-
plain my situation.”

Holtville 
Hotel 
Houses
Migrants

See CRASH, PAGE 7

Assylum Seekers Wait to 
Be Reunited with Families
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IMPERIAL COUNTY — 
Several chamber of commerce 
organizations throughout the 
Imperial Valley have spent 
the last year reevaluating the 
way they can better serve their 
members following a year into 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Often recognized for their 
roles hosting popular com-

munity events like the Mari-
achi Festival Sin Fronteras in 
Calexico, the Honey Festival in 
Westmorland, the Carrot Festi-
val in Holtville, and Cattle Call 
festivities in Brawley, among 
others, the local chambers of 
commerce have had to adapt to 
a revenue stream that no longer 
relies on these annual events 
since the pandemic shut down 
large social gatherings in March 
2020. 

Pandemic Forces Chambers to Evolve

The Calexico Chamber of Commerce closed its doors at the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020, and is still in the process of trying to 
reopen. Chambers of commerce throughout Imperial County in 2020 went 
through a period of upheaval and change, including mergers and rebranding 
efforts. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTOSee CHAMBERS, PAGE 3

BY JULIO MORALES
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

CALEXICO — Despite some 
pushback by two City Council 
members and others, the city of 
Calexico moved forward with 
the planned removal of a make-
shift encampment at the corner 
of Andrade Avenue and First 
Street on Wednesday morning, 
April 7.

The cleanup effort was an-
nounced 48 hours in advance 
and advised the camp’s occu-
pants that any items found on-
site were subject to removal 
and possible destruction if they 
posed any health or safety risk 
to the public.

The cleanup effort was also 
coupled with outreach services 

for the camp’s occupants. As 
a result of the outreach effort, 
two of the three occupants who 
were present the morning of the 
cleanup effort agreed to seek 
housing at the homeless men’s 
shelter nearby on Andrade Av-

enue.
Though the camp’s few occu-

pants seemed resigned to the 
site’s dismantling, Calexico City 
Council members Gloria Romo 
and Raul Ureña opposed the ac-
tion and called for its postpone-

ment.
Romo and Ureña unsuccess-

fully tried to persuade Calexico 
Police Chief Gonzalo Gerardo 
to delay the action until the city 
could determine the precise 
boundary of the parcels that the 
city had previously agreed to 
sell to the federal government 
to construct a secondary border 
barrier.

Romo further argued that 
it wasn’t clear whether the en-
campment was situated within 
the 60-foot width of land ex-
tending north of the interna-
tional boundary known as the 
Roosevelt Reservation, and 
which grants the federal gov-
ernment its use for immigration 

FARMWORKER CAMP DEMOLISHED
Calexico Moves Forward with Removal Despite Opposition

Calexico police officers haul out trash and belongings at a temporary farmworker encampment near First Street and Andrade Avenue that was cleared on 
Wednesday morning, April 7. | CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTO| CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTOS

Calexico public works personnel assisted with the removal of a makeshift 
encampment located at the corner of Andrade and First Street on Wednes-
day, April 7.

See CRASH, PAGE 11



BY JULIO MORALES

CALEXICO - Though Ricardo
Ortega's original intention of

becoming an ele-
mentary school
teacher was side-
lined by his
d e c a d e s - l o n g
career with
C a l e x i c o
Neighborhood
House, he
nonetheless used

his tenure to impart knowledge,
much like a teacher would. 

And he has continued to do so
as the nonprofit organization's spe-
cial project director, following his
retirement as executive director in
2018. 

"I've always valued informa-
tion and sharing information,"
Ortega said. 

Since his retirement, Ortega is
not as involved with Calexico
Neighborhood House's day-to-day
operations as before. But in his
current role, he still uses the moti-
vation, knowledge, and expertise
he acquired both on and off the job
to help ensure the organization can
continue to serve the community. 

In doing so, the 73-year-old
Calexico resident has remained an
asset to the organization and the
wider the community and earned
accolades that continue to this day.

Since 1938, the mission of
Calexico Neighborhood House has
been to assist and empower local

disadvantaged groups, with a focus
on women and children.

When Ortega first started vol-
unteering for the organization in
1973, he was tasked with teaching
photography to teenagers ages 13
to 19. Before long, San Diego State
University-Imperial Valley became
aware of his efforts and donated
the use of space and equipment so
that he could set up a dark room on
campus.

During that time, Ortega also
helped chaperone dozens of local
youths for weeklong summer
camping trips to the mountains of
Julian.

"We tried to help the kids as
much as possible," he said. "It was
a lot of fun."

Hearing Ortega talk about his
past gives one a sense that his per-
sonal and professional life have
been marked by a resiliency to
adapt to changing circumstances.
And that he has thrived under such
situations.

One example includes the post-
ponement of his post-collegiate
venture into the working world in
1971, when he was drafted by the
U.S. Army. Though the Vietnam
War remained ongoing, Ortega
said he was not overly worried
about potentially seeing combat.
He instead focused on what was
asked of him. 

"This is what we need to do.
Let's get it done," Ortega said he
had told himself at the time. "It was
a good experience." 

He adopted a similar attitude

when he first started volunteering
with Neighborhood House in 1973,
shortly after his discharge from the
Army. 

It wasn't long before he was
offered part-time, then full-time
employment, as well as increased
responsibilities. Eventually, the
organization's board of directors
became so impressed with his ded-
ication that they encouraged him to
apply for the executive director
position.

"Things just happened more
than anything else," Ortega said
about his unplanned climb to the
organization's helm. 

A native of Mexicali, Ortega
was just a 1-year-old when his
family moved to Calexico. He is a 

Continued on page 7
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MolinaCares Celebrates Four Imperial County Heroes, Forwards $5K Grants
Each "Community Champion"

honoree received $5,000 to donate
to nonprofit of choice Calexico's
Blanca E. Morales and Sombra
Chaney, and El Centro's Martha
Cardenas-Singh and Angelica Peña
were named Imperial County
Community Champions by
MolinaCares Accord, in collabora-
tion with Molina Healthcare of
California. 

With the designation, which
recognizes each awardee for their
commitment to serving disadvan-
taged populations and improving
health equity, MolinaCares provid-
ed a $5,000 grant to the nonprofit
organization of each award win-
ner's choce.

The women were recognized at
Bucklin Park in El Centro on
Wednesday, March 31.

"The four incredible honorees
have displayed their dedication to
improving the comprehensive
health and well-being of their
neighbors in Imperial County,"
said Abbie Totten, plan president of
Molina Healthcare of California.
"Molina is pleased to celebrate
these selfless and deserving indi-
viduals. We know the grants will
further empower the missions of
the community organizations
selected."

Blanca E. Morales  immigrated
from Mexicali when she was 6
years old and learned social
responsibility at a young age,
according to a MolinaCares press

release. 
As an 18-year-old single moth-

er, she established Southern
California Physician Services,
which provides specialized patient
financial services to hospitals and
medical practices. Blanca has pri-
oritized improving quality of life
for people throughout Imperial
County by helping provide com-
prehensive primary and specialty
healthcare, regardless of a patient's
ability to pay, the release states. 

In June 2017, she cofounded
the Calexico Wellness Center, a
nonprofit clinic with the mission of
maintaining good health through
education, fitness, and a lifelong
commitment to wellness. Morales'
grant will be donated to Calexico
Wellness Center.

Every aspect of Chaney's
career is geared toward making a
positive difference. As the commu-
nity outreach coordinator at El
Centro Regional Medical Center,
she provides exceptional assistance
to everyone she interacts with, the
release states.

When she is not working,
Chaney is volunteering at the El
Centro Community Center and car-
ing for elders who need help at
home. Throughout the COVID-19
pandemic, she led the center's
efforts in organizing sanitary
necessities, along with supporting
the mental health and wellness of
members, according to the release.

Chaney has touched the lives

of countless individuals with her
skills, knowledge, and unwavering
passion to serve others. Her grant
will be donated to Southeastern
California Conference of Seventh-
Day Adventist.

Cardenas-Singh is a lifelong
resident of Imperial County, where
she has dedicated her career to
improving the lives of disadvan-
taged populations, according to the
release. She was elected to the El
Centro City Council in 2020, a role
in which she focuses on systemic
changes related to health and eco-
nomic justice, youth recreation,
and community engagement. 

As treasurer of Vo
Neighborhood Medical Clinic, she

raised $75,000 to help fund the
"Meals to Heal Program," which
translated to more than 14,000
meals in the last eight months, the
release states. 

As president of MANA de
Imperial Valley, Cardenas-Singh
has volunteered more than 1,000
hours to help fund and develop
career pathways for young women,
raising thousands of dollars in
scholarships. She will donate her
grant to Court Appointed Special
Advocates of Imperial County.

Peña began her service journey
by volunteering with the Imperial
County Office of Education's after-
school programs for at-risk chil-
dren. In her current role as a social

work counselor for the San Diego
Regional Center, she is involved in
countless efforts to better her com-
munity, the press release states.

Peña has cofounded multiple
fundraising programs, which
include fighting childhood cancer,
delivering meals to individuals
recovering from COVID-19, and
coordinating COVID-19 testing
and vaccination efforts. 

In addition, Peña was involved
in the "No Child Left Behind" and
"Preschool for All" movements
throughout the state of California
for 22 years. Her grant will be
donated to Dancing for a Dream
Foundation Inc., according to the
release.

Ricardo Ortega Helps Steer
Calexico Charity To Success

Martha Cardenas-Singh (from left), Sombra Chaney, Blanca E. Morales, and Angelica Peña
were named Imperial County Community Champions by MolinaCares Accord, in collabo-
ration with Molina Healthcare of California. | COURTESY IMAGES 

Ricardo Ortega



A state and national levels,
even at global levels, chambers of
commerce have had to learn a new
set of rules and operating stan-
dards.

"COVID-19 has created both
an opportunity and necessity for
chambers of commerce to change.
While none of the services current-
ly offered are believed to be
becoming redundant, the shift
brought about by COVID-19 has
increased interaction with a broad-
er member base, and a move to
online has made resources more
widely accessible," according to
the "Chambers New Norm:
Adapting to Business Needs
Report 2020," a publication of the
International Chambers of
Commerce.

"A side effect of the COVID-
19 outbreak has been an accelera-
tion in the evolution of businesses.
Developments such as digital

transformation and a focus on
employee wellbeing - which have
been discussed for many years and
are at various stages of adoption -
have now become essential to busi-
ness continuity," the report states. 

Imperial Valley chambers, like
many others throughout the coun-
try and the world, operate almost
exclusively as nonprofit entities
and have often financially relied on
a combination of annual member-
ship dues, private donations, some
grant funding, and participation
fees from their fundraising events.

As a result of the ongoing pan-
demic, at least two local chambers
of commerce have closed their
doors, while three have taken the
opportunity to merge, one has
launched rebranding efforts, and
another has adapted to hosting
socially distant events. 

Chambers of Commerce

Shutter for Now  
Although it covers the second-

largest city in the Imperial Valley,
the Calexico Chamber of
Commerce was among those
forced to shut down operations in
response to the start of the pandem-
ic last year. 

"When COVID hit, all of our
plans changed, and unfortunately
we had to close the chamber," Gil
Acuña, Calexico chamber presi-
dent said last month.

Although the changing face of
the Calexico chamber was detailed
in a story in this newspaper last
month, Calexico was not the only
organization in the Valley forced to
cease daily operations. 

The Calipatria chamber has
also gone dark for the past year,
explained George Prieto, Calipatria
chamber president.

"We're still not active," Prieto
said. "I hope we can get back to

talking and taking care of business-
es." 

The Calipatria chamber had
some difficulty staying open prior
to the pandemic, with efforts ini-
tially made in 2019 to reinstate the
chamber following a hiatus in
which it had disbanded from 2017-
2018, Prieto said. 

By 2020, the Calipatria cham-
ber had planned to host community
events that were initially proposed
during their meetings to revitalize
the chamber. However, once
social-distancing measures were
imposed to combat the spread of
COVID, the chamber cancelled its
events along with its plans to move
forward with meetings, Prieto
explained. 

"We definitely want to contin-
ue where we left off," Prieto said,
"to try to hold meetings again,
because the community has shown

a need." 
As a result of their inability to

operate during the pandemic, both
Calexico and Calipatria chambers
were not able to ask their members
or their respective boards of direc-
tors if they were open to the idea of
merging with other local chambers
in 2020. 

Merger Takes Place, More
Could Be on Horizon 

El Centro, Imperial, and
Westmorland chambers of com-
merce were the only local organi-
zations to approve merging into
what they have named the Imperial
Valley Regional Chamber of
Commerce, explained Bari Smith
of the Westmorland Chamber of
Commerce, who also serves as
interim regional chamber commit-
tee chair.

"Once we get everything offi-
cially finalized and all of the paper-
work submitted, we definitely plan
on reaching out to the other cham-
bers and sharing with them where

we are at and invite them again to
join," Smith said during a March
interview. "We truly feel like the
ultimate goal is to bring all the
chambers together, even if it's at a
later point." 

The boards of directors for
each of the three chambers voted in
favor of joining after polling their
membership and reviewing finan-
cial projections provided by the

Regional Committee, which
included board members from var-
ious local chambers. 

"It offers an opportunity for
everybody to be able to bring
together their unique members and
unique resources," Smith said.
"That's why we were excited to be
a part of it." 

Chambers of Commerce....................from page one

The Imperial County Board of
Supervisors posthumously award-
ed the Medal of Merit to former
Imperial Irrigation District General

Manager and
Imperial Valley
native Kevin E.
Kelley during
its meeting on
Tuesday, April
6.

An advocate of the Imperial
Valley throughout his professional
career, Kelley served as general
manager of the IID for eight years,
guiding the district in protecting
the Imperial Valley's water rights,
bringing attention to the Salton
Sea, and continuously striving to
make the Imperial County a better
place for all, according to a press
release from the county. 

Prior to being named general
manager, Kelley's career included

working for the El Centro Chamber
of Commerce, co-founding Valley
Grower magazine, serving as opin-
ion page editor of the Imperial
Valley Press, and leading the IID
from 2011 until his retirement in
2019. 

Kelley's parents and family
accepted the award on his behalf. 

"The Kelley family is honored
to accept the medal and recognition
on behalf of our departed son,

father, brother," shared District 4
Supervisor Ryan Kelley, Kevin

Kelley's brother. "Kevin would
enjoy the ceremony and take the
opportunity to acknowledge all the
people in his life that made an
impact on him. Our family thanks
the Board of Supervisors and the
county of Imperial for this honor
and we know Kevin is enjoying it
as well." 

"Kevin Kelley's death is an
enormous loss to our community,"
board Chairman Mike Kelley said.
"His contributions and insight
helped shape the IID and the
Imperial Valley, and his legacy will
live on for years." 

The Imperial County Medal of
Merit is an award created by the
Board of Supervisors in order to
commemorate outstanding com-
mitment and dedication to commu-
nity and civic service, goodwill,
and/or acts of heroism by Imperial
County residents.
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Imperial County Awards Medal of Merit to Late Kevin Kelley

Family members of the late Kevin Kelley (left), the former
Imperial Irrigation District general manager and native
Imperial County son, is presented the Imperial County Medal
of Merit in Kevin Kelley's honor by Imperial County Board of
Supervisors Chairman Michael Kelley, as the other members of
the board look on.The presentation was made on  Tuesday, April
6. | COURTESY PHOTO



BY ELIZABETH VARIN AND
RICHARD MONTENEGRO
BROWN

Imperial Irrigation District
Board President Jim Hanks advised
his fellow directors to "pull it
together" and stop infighting at the
district.

"Yeah, we have our moments
when we have disagreements, but
we must stay focused and do what
is best for the Imperial Irrigation
District," he said during the
Tuesday, April 6 meeting of the IID
board in which infighting took cen-
terstage.

Meanwhile, the district board
strongly opposed a bill making its
way through the Assembly that
would add three non-voting seats
to its board.

Assembly Bill 1021 was pro-
posed in February by Assembly
member Chad Mayes, I-Rancho
Mirage. The IID board voted April
6 to strongly oppose the legislation
that would have a direct impact to
the make-up of the board. 

AB 1021 would add three non-
voting members to the IID Board
of Directors that would be appoint-
ed by the Riverside County District
4 Supervisor, which covers the
Coachella Valley and the area in
which IID provides power service
to residents there. 

The bill would also require the
Local Area Formation Commission
for the counties of Imperial and
Riverside to conduct and publish
on their websites a joint study of
voting rights and options for pro-
viding electricity in the IID service
area.

As for the infighting and accu-
sations, this played out early in
Tuesday's meeting, when Director
Norma Sierra Galindo called out
board vice president, Director JB
Hamby, for allegedly meeting and
advising his committee appointees
on what to do, and Hamby later
said he was being "crucified" by
Galindo.

Early in the meeting, Sierra

Galindo spoke to President Hanks
during board member comments,
asking him to speak with Hamby
about meeting with his political
appointees on the Water
Conservation Advisory Board. 

"It is my understanding that the
water advisory committee has two
directors that have regular meet-
ings with their appointees. Not
only do they have regular meetings
with their appointees, but they
advise their appointees on what to
do," she said during the
livestreamed meeting.

"... I think this completely
destroys the independence of the
committee members, our trust in
them to assess situations and
issues," she continued. "... This is
truly troubling to other members of
the water advisory committee. And
this is just not right. It's not right."

It couldn't immediately be con-
firmed at deadline, but presumably
Sierra Galindo was referring to
photos and video circulating
around social media in which
Hamby is shown speaking to
Division 4 water committee mem-
ber Jimmy Abatti.

The video has text superim-
posed over it, asking, in part:
"DIRECTOR HAMBY WHY
WERE YOU AT JAMES ABAT-
TI'S SHOP THE MORNING …"
(remaining text not visible).

Although it's not clear whether
that was the reference, considering
Hamby is the Division 2 director
and Abatti is an appointee for
Division 4, which is Javier
Gonzales' division.

During the meeting, Sierra
Galindo added that board members
have been meeting with others,
including possibly AB 1021 author
Chad Mayes, on issues without
reporting back to the board. 

"This is not director or Mark
Hamby's board. This is our board
and the Imperial Valley ratepayers'
board," she said, referring to
Hamby's father, who has been
associated with the Abatti family. 

Hamby answered the allega-
tions during board member com-

ments that he doesn't believe
Hanks and himself have engaged in
anything different than what the
board leaders have done in the past. 

Hamby did say he has met with
his political appointees, but the
Water Conservation Advisory
Board is run primarily by farmers
who are not easily swayed by what
anyone tells them.

It's important to note, Hamby
said, that he has freedom to meet
with whomever he chooses.

"I can associate with whoever
the hell I want to," he added. 

Hanks got the last word in dur-
ing board member reports.

"We have some major issues
facing us," Hanks said. "... We have
our hands full. We have a potential
case at the U.S. Supreme Court
level. Ongoing issue with Mr.
(Mike) Abatti. We have issues on
the (Colorado) River."

He encouraged the board to
come together to fight these prob-
lems instead of fighting amongst
themselves.

On the AB 1021 issue, the
board did appear united, as it voted
unanimously to oppose the pro-
posed legislation, which been
referred to the Assembly's local
government committee for further
study.

Other governmental bodies in
the Valley have also been opposing
the legislation.

The Imperial County Board of
Supervisors sent a letter of opposi-
tion regarding the bill to the chair
of the local government committee.

"AB 1021 interjects in and cir-
cumvents local government deci-
sion-making authority," according
to the county letter. "... The issues
raised by Assemblymember Mayes
in AB 1021 and similar legislation
previously introduced remain local
issues for which the Legislature
has provided an elaborate local
process that should not be circum-
vented.

"... We urge you to closely con-
sider the far-reaching and negative
impacts of this bill to all of the
communities served by IID," the
county's letter continues.

The issue of representation for
Coachella area ratepayers - and
Mayes' involvement - is not new to

the Imperial Valley nor IID.
In 2019, Mayes introduced

Assembly Bill 854, a controversial
piece of legislation that sought to
add six voting members from
Riverside County to the IID board.
Eventually the bill all but died for
lack of support, but Mayes has said
the idea and concept would return.

AB 1021, like AB 854 before
it, centers on representation in

Coachella Valley. While 60 percent
of IID's electricity customer base
lives there, they have no policy-
making representation on the dis-
trict's board. 

At time of 854's movement
through the Assembly, IID officials
asserted that the bill challenged the
district's autonomy and that it
amounted to a "power grab" by
Riverside County officials.
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The regional chamber's execu-
tive committee is composed of
equal representation from each
chamber, with two representatives
from Westmorland, Imperial, and
El Centro, Smith explained. 

"They are working on the
membership levels right now, and
we'll be launching that very soon,"
Smith noted. 

Although Westmorland's
chamber is entirely made up of vol-
unteers, all current paid staff
employed with the Imperial and El
Centro chambers prior to the merg-
er will be offered a position in the
new regional chamber, she added. 

Leading the regional chamber's
efforts will be the organization's
new chief executive officer, Daniel
Sohn, who recently moved to the
Imperial Valley from Florida. 

"He has tremendous previous
experience with a lot of govern-
mental and legislative affairs expe-
rience, which we are so excited to
be able to have to look into oppor-
tunities for businesses and really
advocate on their behalf," Smith
said. 

Sohn started as an employee of
the El Centro Chamber of
Commerce, with his focus set on
the development of the Imperial
Valley Regional Chamber of
Commerce and under the agree-
ment to transition to the role of
CEO once the legal details of the
new entity are finalized, explained
Smith. 

Sohn served as the legislative
aide and chief of staff for several
Florida state representatives and
senators. His work at IVRCC will
also be like his past role as the
CEO at the South Florida Non-
Profit Chamber of Commerce,
which he led for four years,
according to a press release. 

In essence, the IVRCC will
take on a more traditional chamber
of commerce role that focuses on
business advocacy and business-
friendly legislation, rather than the
role of event organizing that many
of the smaller chambers had
focused on around the region. 

In the coming weeks, the
IVRCC will be launching rebrand-
ing efforts to further introduce the
merged chamber to local commu-
nities and businesses. 

"The new regional chamber is

an exciting and wonderful opportu-
nity to unite together and grow
beyond our city borders," Smith
said. 

Some Chambers Remain
Independent 

Despite the benefits and poten-
tial influence chambers may gain
from merging, the chambers in
Brawley and Holtville have chosen
to continue to operate as independ-
ent entities. 

"We agreed that a regional
model would be beneficial to our
members and would support the
business community with a strong
collective voice," according to a
Brawley chamber board statement
to its members in late October.
"However, the financial picture of
merging chambers does not pro-
vide convincing information or
definitive indicators that a regional
chamber is a viable financial
proposition for us at this time.

"An analytical projection for
the first year and a half of the
regional model clearly indicated an
operational deficit, which would
subsequently require the use of and
erode almost the entire amount of
combined reserves available," stat-
ed Brawley's board in the state-
ment. "In addition to the financial
loss we would incur, the prospects
of resuming pre-COVID event
activities is dismal, making future
income even more uncertain for the
region."

Throughout the pandemic,
Brawley's chamber maintained
operations under the lead of Chief
Executive Officer Katie Luna, who
recently began a new position as
the first executive director of the
Imperial County Local Health
Authority. 

Ramiro Urias was named inter-
im CEO. 

"Due to the pandemic, we have
been forced to think creatively
about who we are and who we
want to be and how quickly we
need to do it," Urias told this news-
paper. 

In response to the pandemic,
Brawley's chamber formed the
Imperial Valley Business Recovery
Task Force in 2020, which has pro-
vided the business community with
information on securing disaster
relief aid, new 2021 COVID-19
labor laws and has provided addi-

tional resources for employees and
businesses navigating operations
during the pandemic. 

"The chamber industry has
faced unprecedented times and
over the past eight years there has
been a shift and refocusing on the
true purpose of a chamber, to be
the voice of business by being a
convener, catalyst, and champion,"
Urias said.

By late February, Brawley also
launched rebranding efforts to for-
mally change its name to The
Chamber of Commerce for Greater
Brawley. With the change came a
new logo and the retooled chamber
will also roll out a new website,
which will offer new accessible
features that should be easier to
navigate for both members and vis-
itors, according to a press release.

"Rebranding is our chamber
evolving along with our industry
and refocusing on our purpose of
being the voice of business," Urias
said. "We will be diving into issues
that affect businesses and bringing
solutions."

Similarly, the Holtville cham-
ber has continued to operate inde-
pendently during the pandemic,
having also opted out of joining the
merged regional chamber. 

"The Holtville Chamber of
Commerce has a direct focus on
our Holtville businesses," said
Rosie Allegranza, chamber execu-
tive director. "At this time, we have
set a plan to focus on promoting
and improving those businesses
that operate or do business directly
within our city."

Allegranza did note that the
Holtville chamber is open to possi-
bly working with IVRCC and the
other Valley chambers in the
future. 

"We plan to continue discus-
sions related to participation in the
joint chamber," Allegranza said.
"At this point it's hard to say (if we
would join in the future, but) never
say never. We will re-evaluate
down the road."

Allegranza said the chamber
also relies on membership dues and
sponsorships "to remain viable,"
but that "we support all businesses
and people in our community
whether they are members or not;
of course we hope all businesses in
our town become members."

Chambers........................................from page three

IID Infighting Takes Centerstage During Meeting, Board Opposes AB1021

COUNTY BRIEF: CalWORKs
Families Get Extra $600
BY ELIZABETH VARIN

CalWORKs families are set to
receive an additional $600 per
family unit as part of the Golden
State Grant program.

The Imperial County Board of
Supervisors voted 5-0 to augment
its budget on Tuesday, April 6, to
account for the additional funding
being sent to the county through
the Golden State Grant program. 

The program, Social Services
Director Veronica Rodriguez said,
will provide a one-time payment to
California Work Opportunity and
Responsibility to Kids assistance
units, that is, one payment per fam-
ily.

The county will then deliver
the funds to CalWORKs families,
she said. There will be no fiscal
impact to the county, as funds
come from the state.

Directors take position against bill to add Riverside County residents to IID board 

A screen grab from a video circulating around social media
purportedly shows Imperial Irrigation District Director JB
Hamby speaking with grower Jimmy Abatti, who is a mem-
ber of the district's Water Conservation Advisory Board. One
IID director publicly chastised Hamby for speaking with
WCAB board members and others on IID issues. | VIDEO
CAPTURE 



BY JULIO MORALES

MERCED - As someone who did
not initially consider attending col-
lege after graduating high school,
former El Centro resident Ivan
Soto said his status as a University
of California, Merced doctoral stu-
dent at times surprises him.
That he was eventually motivated
to resume his ongoing academic
journey is owed to the mentors he
had encountered through the years,
starting with public school teach-
ers in El Centro and Imperial
Valley College professors. 
Additionally, the time he spent in
the local workforce after graduat-
ing from Desert Oasis High School
in 2007 contributed to his growing
understanding and appreciation of
how underrepresented groups have
shaped local history, which is par-
tially the focus of his dissertation.
For those reasons, the 33-year-old
said he is planning to use his
recently awarded Ford Foundation
Predoctoral Fellowship to further
promote higher education in the
Valley as one of the program's
regional liaisons.
"Coming from the Valley, I want to
use the opportunity that I'm getting
to promote post-graduate educa-
tion and knowledge and interest in
history," Soto said. "I want to be
able to serve as a resource for the
area for years to come."
Since being awarded the fellow-
ship on March 19, the first-genera-
tion college student has been noti-
fying local educators of his accom-
plishment and of his desire to help
inspire local youths.
The fellowship is aimed at diversi-
fying the ranks of university facul-
ty across the country and provides
its fellows with mentoring from
past recipients and regional
liaisons. After the three-year fel-
lowship concludes, Soto will
become one of those regional
liaisons and be able to perform
outreach in the Valley.
It also provides an annual stipend
of $27,000 for three years and
prompted UC Merced to waive his
annual tuition.
"I'm 99 percent sure I'm the first,
but hopefully not the last," Soto
said about the fellowship. "I'm still
barely kind of believing it."
The son of a farmworker father
and an immigrant mother, Soto is

an environmental and labor histori-
an. His interest in water in the
American West, agrarian capital-
ism, and labor in 20th century
Imperial Valley and the U.S.-
Mexico borderlands largely stems
from his upbringing in the Valley,
he said.
Following his graduation from
IVC in 2014, Soto went on to
major in environmental studies
with an emphasis in community
organizing at Humboldt State
University, where he graduated in
2016. 
His dissertation about the Valley's
labor, agribusiness, and environ-
mental history is influenced by the
academic fields of critical race and
ethnic studies, new Western histo-
ry, and environmental studies. It
also intends to be more inclusive
of marginalized voices and narra-
tives than traditional histories of
the Valley.
"I'm mostly thinking of folks back
home and how it might benefit
them," Soto said. 
Aside from his academic experi-
ences, Soto said his pre-collegiate
community service and employ-
ment in the Valley also helped
influence his research interests. 
Following high school, he volun-
teered for two years with
AmeriCorps through the Imperial
County Office of Education and
worked with students at the com-
munity school in El Centro.
Further insight and mentoring
were gained through his work with
Calexico Neighborhood House,
WomanHaven, A Center for
Family Solutions, and the Imperial
Valley Regional Occupational
Program.
Though he was not overtly aware
during those formative years of
how conditions in the Valley had
developed to their present state, he
has since become more of an astute
observer and researcher and now
sees instances of racial inequality
at play.
His own understanding of local
history was aided significantly by
local records, as well as the
archives and libraries at the
Universities of California in Los
Angeles and San Diego, and
Stanford University.
"There's a lot of forgotten histo-
ries," Soto said. "I'm trying to
piece it together to tell a story." 
Recently married, Soto and his

wife, Shiloh, who he met as an
undergrad at Humboldt State, have
plans to relocate from the Central
Valley to a locale closer to
Imperial County, so that he can
concentrate on research and writ-
ing his dissertation over the next
few years.
Their planned relocation to nearby
environs was prompted by his UC
Merced academic adviser's recent
approval for Soto to leave campus.
Since their time at Humboldt State,
Soto said they both have dreamed
of becoming tenure-track profes-
sors in an interdisciplinary pro-
gram like ethnic studies or envi-
ronmental studies, with an empha-
sis in history. 
"(The Ford Foundation
Fellowship) helps open the door
for that," he said.
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Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Treatment Services
(Originally aired on August 2020)

Imperial County Behavioral Health believes that substance use problems are
treatable. We promote the use of treatments that have proven to work at
reducing or eliminating substance use. We provide quality professional 

services, to achieve independence and recovery for youth and youth adults.
Join Julie Luna, as we discuss youth substance use in our community, when

it meets the criteria for treatment, and how treatment works.

Julie Luna, AMFT
Registered Associate Marriage and Family Therapist

Mental Health Counselor Adolescent Substance
Use Disorder Program

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 5 de abril

Servicios de Tratamiento por Trastorno de Uso de Sustancias en
Adolescentes

(Originalmente transmitido en Agosto 2020)
Salud Mental del Condado de Imperial cree que los problemas de uso de sus-
tancias son tratables. Promovemos el uso de tratamientos que han demostrado
que funcionan para reducir o eliminar el uso de sustancias. Brindamos servi-
cios profesionales de calidad, para lograr independencia y recuperación para
jóvenes y adultos jóvenes. Únase a Richard Luna, mientras discutimos el uso

de sustancias entre jóvenes en nuestra comunidad, cuando cumple con los
criterios de tratamiento y cómo funciona el tratamiento. 

Richard Luna
Consejero Especialista Certificado en Adicciones Programa de Trastorno por

Consumo de Sustancias para Adolescentes y Jóvenes

Stream N' Chill: Already One Step Ahead
BY MIRANDA MONTENEGRO

It's a
marathon … not
a sprint. I am
slowly but surely
making my way
through the
British Film
Institute's "100
Greatest Films of
All Time" list. 

However, I'm already think-
ing ahead. 

BFI's definitive ranking fails
to give credit to where credit is due
to 21st century films. The latest
film to make the list is the 2001
David Lynch film, "Mulholland
Drive," at No. 28. 

Is it difficult to determine
whether a film released a mere few
years back is timely and timeless? I
suppose so. Perhaps, time does
indeed tell. 

It goes without saying that
you may have heard about some of
the films listed below. After all, one
of them - ahem - changed the face
of cinema forever. 

But frankly, I have a bone to
pick with a statement that is thrown
around so often: "Movies are not
original anymore." Reality check:

we're in a completely different yet
exciting era in American cinema.
It's not Hollywood's Golden Age or
the onset of megaplexes, but it's
thrilling nevertheless. 

We are experiencing a cultur-
al renaissance of sorts with the
accessibility to niche content on
the small and big screens. The real
problem is the imbalance, right?
Clearly, it all comes down to what
film distributors merit as a wide
release versus a platform release. 

But there is hope. In its most
basic form, it's a matter of supply
and demand. If we keep streaming,
buying tickets, or simply raving
about independent films, then stu-
dios will have to oblige. Increase
the demand. Let's hope the supply
follows. And that's my take on
microeconomics ...

"Before Sunset" (Richard
Linklater, 2004)

Cinemax
Dare I say that "Before

Sunset" is the best film of the
"Before" trilogy. And without a
doubt, a mesmerizing, emotionally
captivating portrait of opposites
who attract - and clash to no end.
The "Before" trilogy, for the unini-
tiated, is a series of three films,
each nine years apart, that capture
the real-time, tumultuous relation-

ship of Jesse (Ethan Hawke) and
Celine (Julie Delpy). It is a com-
mon misconception that Hawke
and Delpy simply improvise and
riff off each other throughout the
film. In fact, it could not be more
inaccurate. 

Inspired by their own life
experiences and motivated by the
desire to see love in all forms
depicted on the big screen, the two
leading actors and Linklater wrote
the screenplay and rehearsed for
weeks on end before filming com-
menced in Paris. In other words,
thank the meticulous pre-produc-
tion process for the movie magic.
And the tracking, varying degrees
of close-up shots and razor-sharp
dialogue that undoubtedly invite us
to be an insider rather than a spec-
tator in a cinematic romance that
rivals Casablanca's Rick and Ilsa.
Boom. A scorching hot take.

"The Souvenir" (Joanna
Hogg, 2019)

Prime Video
When asked about his

favorite filmmakers working today
at the 2019 New York Film
Festival, Martin Scorsese was
quick to heap praise on Ari Aster,
Hugo Haas. and British filmmaker
Joanna Hogg. So, it's no surprise
that Scorsese produced Hogg's lat-

est film that recently got greenlit
for a sequel. "The Souvenir" fol-
lows a passionate, reserved film
student, who must juggle an emo-
tionally straining relationship and
her career aspirations. Honor
Swinton Byrne's performance is a
revelation. She has a gift in con-
veying so much with so little.
Really, every scene is an acting
masterclass in walking a tightrope
between vulnerability and fervor.
The semi-autobiographical drama
is the epitome of slow cinema -
done right.

"Y Tu Mamá También"
(Alfonso Cuaron, 2002)

IFC Films Unlimited

Julio (Gael García Bernal)
and Tenoch (Diego Luna), two 17-
year-old best friends, embark on a
road trip to Boca del Cielo with an
older, mystifying woman named
Luisa (Maribel Verdú). A through-
line in Cuaron's filmography is the
exploration of social nuances out-
side Mexican culture that viewers
might not recognize outside the
movie theater. Throughout the road
movie, we see that there is more to
Julio and Tenoch's friendship than
meets the eye. While Luisa may be
the catalyst for the two teenagers to
accept that their sexualities are in 

Continued on page 7

El Centro Native to Use Prestigious
Fellowship to Inspire Local Youths

A scene from Joanna Hog's 2019 Prime Video release, "The
Souvenir," is shown. | COURTESY PHOTO

Former El Centro resident Ivan Soto, 33, a 2007 Desert Oasis
High School graduate and a doctoral student at University of
California, Merced, was recently awarded the Ford
Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship. | COURTESY PHOTO

IID Board Awards $68,300
to Local School Districts

Staff report
During its Tuesday, April 6

meeting, the Imperial Irrigation
District Board of Directors award-
ed $68,300 to 17 Imperial Valley
school districts for 2021-2022
through its Special Projects Grant
Program, according to a district
press release.

"We're pleased to see the
Special Projects Grant Program
continue to support our communi-
ties and our children," stated Jim
Hanks, IID board president, in the
press release. "These grants are
such a wonderful investment in
helping to keep our school districts
whole."

IID acquired nearly 42,000
acres of Western Farms land in
2004 and subsequently developed
the Special Projects Grant
Program, in conjunction with the

Imperial County Office of
Education, allowing the district to
make in-lieu payments equal to the
property taxes that would have
been paid by a non-public entity
owner, the release states.

The funding grants were made
to the school districts based upon
the acreage of Western Farms land
inventory owned by IID located
within the boundaries of the school
districts.

The recipients of the 2021-
2022 IID Special Projects Grant
Program are:
•Brawley Elementary School
District, $1,000
•Seeley Union School District,
$1,000
•Westmorland Union Elementary
School District, $1000

Continued on page 7

Calexico gets $5,900 and Holtville gets $1,000 from Special
Projects Grant Program
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BY RICHARD MONTENEGRO
BROWN

CALEXICO - Abandoned
house fires are nothing new for
Calexico, which has seen more than
its share in the last year and more,
as the source continues to be related
to the high number of transients and
the issue of homelessness, accord-
ing to a fire captain.

On Saturday morning, April 3,
around 5 a.m., both Calexico Fire
Department stations, with an assist
from a small county fire crew,
knocked down a fully engulfed
structure that was boarded and
without utilities, a blaze that briefly
threatened a multi-unit, two-story
apartment complex to the north of
the property, Calexico fire Capt.
Arnold Rivera said on Sunday,
April 4.

Few details were available
about the small fire on Saturday, as
the crews responsible for putting it
out went off duty a few hours later,
Rivera indicated. 

"I've been doing this for a long
time, and as bad as it is (the home-
less situation) in the Valley … I
haven't seen it like this in a long
time," said Rivera, referring to the
transients in the city that have
resulted in numerous fires in aban-
doned dwellings over the course of
more than a year.

In early 2020, as the pandemic
was kicking into high gear, there
were a spate of fires in abandoned
dwellings and former businesses,
which has continued, and some of
those had proven to be arsons, with
several arrests made by police.

Yet many of those fires, some in
boarded and condemned former
single-family homes and some at
lean-tos or homeless encampments,
were the result of warming or cook-
ing fires, too. 

The similarities between the
intentional and the accidental were

that they were fires started at the
hands of a human in structures
where electrical or other causes
were ruled out.

"This wasn't an arson per se,"
Rivera said of Saturday's fire at 825
Paulin Ave., near Temple Court, just
east of Imperial Avenue/Highway
111 and a few blocks south of Birch
Avenue/Highway 98. "It was defi-
nitely started by humans, whether
accidental or intentional … it will
probably go under undetermined."

Often these types of fires have
been called suspected arson cases in
the past, due to a loose definition of
the term. In most instances an arson
is the willful or malicious intent to
burn an implied occupied dwelling.

No one was around when fire-
fighters arrived at the dwelling
Saturday morning, and Rivera said
the structure was in some form of
"abatement" with the city because
there was a posted document on the
front stating it was unsafe.

The fire itself started some-
where in the center of the former
dwelling and wouldn't have been
much of a concern had it not been

for the fire progressing through the
north end with flame presenting
from the north-facing windows,
where Rivera said clearance
between the back of the house and
the two-story apartment complex
on Paulin was just 10 to 12 feet.

Police were on hand to evacuate
the tenants of the first four units
near the housefire, two apartments
on the ground floor and two on the
top floor, Rivera said. He added the
apartment complex is home to eight
to 10 units.

Calexico fire officials, which
were there with full crews from
both of Calexico's two stations,
sounded a modified second alarm,
requesting a single truck from
Imperial County fire, including
three firefighters and a battalion
chief, Capt. Rivera explained, for
structure protection.

Fire crews made short work on
the blaze, knocking it down in
about 30 minutes. In all, 14 fire per-
sonnel were at the scene at the
height of the fire.

Although Rivera said the cause
of the fire is "cut and dried," the
case remained under investigation,
with fire personnel set to do some
additional sleuthing on Monday,
April 5, the captain added. 

"We're looking at some poten-
tial evidence from the scene,"
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Calexico Police Briefs: March 27-April 1 
Staff report

CALEXICO - The following reports were collected from the Calexico Police Department call logs from
March 27 through April 1.

graduate of Calexico High and
Imperial Valley College, where he
also enrolled following his dis-
charge from the Army and earned a
certificate in business administra-
tion. He also earned a bachelor's
degree in psychology from the
University of California, Los
Angeles.

During his tenure with
Calexico Neighborhood House,
Ortega has been instrumental in its
continued growth. As special proj-
ect director, he helps staff prepare
for and implement extensive proj-
ects under shorter-than-normal
deadlines. 

"It's a lot of development, a lot
of problem solving," he said. "It
really takes experience to do that." 

His work ethic and continued
advocacy on behalf of the commu-
nity recently earned him the honor
of being named one of the Valley's
10 local Stone of Hope award win-
ners this year. 

The awards are handed out on
an annual basis by the local Martin
Luther King Jr. Commemorative
Committee to individuals who
embody the late civil rights leader's
values.

As someone who came of age
in the 1960s, Ortega said he could
not help but be influenced by the
words and actions of Martin Luther
King Jr.

"He was very inspiring and
visionary in the sense of what
needed to be done and what need-
ed to be worked on," Ortega said.
"I still listen to his speeches." 

Stone of Hope honorees
received a medallion as well as a
miniature replica of the granite
statue of Martin Luther King Jr.
that is located at his memorial in
Washington, D.C. 

The original statue is inscribed
with the words "Out of the
Mountain of Despair, a Stone of
Hope," which is an excerpt of his

"I Have a Dream" speech.
This year's scaled-down cere-

mony took place at the Brock
Brand Asparagus property in El
Centro. The additional Stone of
Hope award honorees included the
following:

Angela Delgado
Delgado has been the Imperial

County Work Training Center
executive director for the past 20-
plus years. Her tenure has been
marked by a high level of empathy
and compassion for the elderly,
disabled and unemployed that
receive services through the
agency. 

Her advocacy on behalf of vul-
nerable populations was heavily
influenced by the assistance of a
former El Centro elementary
school teacher who helped her
learn English when her family had
initially immigrated to the United
States in 1972.

Kathy Dunn
Dunn is the daughter of a pio-

neering African American family
that settled in Calipatria. She cred-
its her father, Charles Taylor, with
instilling in her a sense of self-
empowerment and community
service.

A former Clinicas De Salud
Del Pueblo employee, Dunn had
initially gotten hired as a mainte-
nance worker and retired from its
purchasing department. She
remains active in the community
by volunteering with service as
well as activist organizations. She
is an avid believer in doing the
right thing, even when that means
making repeated tries.

Zula Hartfield
Hartfield is a Brawley native

who retired as an Imperial Valley
College human resources analyst
in 2009 and is the current El
Centro Senior Club president.

Her mother's past practice of
feeding the homeless in Brawley

left a lasting impression on
Hartfield, who assists the Johnson
Chapel-African Methodist
Episcopalian Church in El Centro
with its efforts to feed the home-
less. 

Hartfield is also widely recog-
nized for her civic engagement,
volunteerism and preservation of
African American history.

Brett Houser
Houser is a Brawley Police

Department commander who is
known for his community involve-
ment and dedication to the youth. 

One example of that commit-
ment was his offer to help pay for
the college of a bright young child
he encountered while responding
to a domestic dispute many years
ago. That child is now a first-gen-
eration college graduate.

His decision to pursue a career
in law enforcement was motivated
by the professionalism and com-
passion he observed in a police
official who had responded to a
tragic incident at Houser's former
place of employment during his
college years.

Lupe Quintero
Quintero was born in Calexico,

raised in El Centro, and had once
aspired to be a secretary. Instead, a
lifetime of encouragement from
mentors, prominent figures and
activists transformed her into a
voice for the voiceless here in the
Valley.

The child of migrant farm-
workers, Quintero graduated from
Imperial Valley College and San
Diego State University-Imperial
Valley campus, where she earned a
master's degree. A former youth
counselor at Calexico
Neighborhood House, Quintero is
currently employed with the
California Rural Legal Assistance
as director of community workers.

Griselda "Grace" Sesma
Sesma is a student, practition-

er, and teacher of curanderismo, or
indigenous healing practices. The
Mexicali native had gotten her
apprenticeship and training in
indigenous medicine in 1995 under
Yaqui/Lacandon Maya elder
Tezkalci Matorral Cachora of
Mexico.

Sesma was a founder of
Imperial Valley MANA in 1973,
and in 2013 successfully led an
online campaign and petition to
stop the Walt Disney Co. from
trademarking the phrase "Dia de
los Muertos," a Mexican and Latin
American spiritual holiday.

Lisa Solomon
Solomon is an IVC history pro-

fessor who believes in the power
that education has to change lives.
A native of Fresno County,
Solomon grew up on a small rural
farm and was taught by her father
at an early age that race, ethnicity,
and class should not be used to sow
division.

Solomon credits her Aunt Fam
for bringing her to her first demon-
stration when she was 13 years old.
As a teenager, Solomon worked for
the ratification of the Equal Rights
Amendment, and became aware of
how other marginalized groups
faced similar injustices.

Dr. Tien Vo
Vo is a native of Vietnam

whose father had dreamed of
becoming a physician but had
instead encountered considerable
obstacles to do so in their home
country. By immigrating to the
United States, Vo's father had pro-
vided an opportunity for Vo to pur-
sue such a dream. 

Locally, Vo is widely known
just as much for his efforts outside
of the doctor's office. Some of
those efforts include the feeding of
the homeless, delivering meals to
homebound COVID-19 patients,
and providing educational opportu-
nities for at-risk youths.

Ortega Steers Charity...................................from page two

SATURDAY, MARCH 27
3:44 p.m.: Officers responded to
the 200 block of Dool Avenue in
reference to an assault that had just
occurred. The suspect fled the area
and was reported to be armed with
a firearm. Officers quickly arrived
on scene and located the suspect.
The suspect fled from officers and
climbed onto the roof of a resi-
dence. He jumped from roof top to
roof top, in an attempt to evade
officers. Officers eventually cor-
nered the suspect, who had to be
physical subdued and tased. One
officer sustained minor injuries
during the apprehension. The sus-
pect also assaulted a paramedic as
he was transported to a local hospi-
tal. The suspect was later booked
into Imperial County jail for felony
battery and for resisting arrest. A
firearm was not located at the
scene.
MONDAY, MARCH 29
2:15 p.m.: A Calexico resident vis-
ited the Calexico Police
Department to report that she had
been a victim of identity theft. The
subject reported to police that she
had applied for a federal tax credit
for her two children but was
informed by the IRS that the cred-
its had already been claimed by
and paid out to a third party. The
IRS referred the subject to the
Calexico Police Department to file
a report.
10:32 p.m.: A mother on the 200
block of Lopez Court called police
to report that her pregnant daughter
was having a domestic squabble
with her boyfriend. The mother
reported that her daughter was
holding the boyfriend by the hair
and refusing to let him leave.
Officers responded to the scene
where they found the daughter on a
bed hiding under a blanket. She
refused to answer any questions or
respond at all to the officer's
inquiries about what happened.

The boyfriend told police that the
girlfriend had refused to let him
leave and held him by the hair, but
refused to tell police anything else
about the incident. Neither of the
parties had any visible injuries and
no criminal charges were filed.
11:10 p.m.: A resident on the 600
block of Grant Street called police
to report that his boyfriend was
intoxicated and had tried to attack
and bite him after becoming jeal-
ous about him talking to a female
neighbor. Officers interviewed
both parties and determined that
the caller's physical actions during
the altercation amounted to "self-
defense with the absence of crimi-
nal intent." Acevedo was taken to a
hotel to sober up for the night and
cited for assault. 
TUESDAY, MARCH 30
5:05 p.m.: Officers conducted a
traffic stop on a silver Kia on the
1000 block of Heber Avenue due to
the vehicle having illegally tinted
windows and expired registration.
Officers also found the driver to
have an expired driver's license.
The driver was cited for the offense
and his vehicle was towed by
Martinez Towing Services. 
8:08 p.m.: Police responded to the
800 block of Paulin Avenue in ref-
erence to a domestic violence inci-
dent. Arriving officers contacted
the male half, who admitted that he
had become angry at his estranged
wife for cleaning and making noise
while he was trying to rest and had
thrown a bucket of water at her.
Officers also made contact with the
wife, who's clothes and hair
appeared to be wet, and officers
found a large puddle of water in the
living room. Officers placed
Estrada under arrest and took him
to Imperial County jail on suspi-
cion of domestic violence. A judge
later granted the man's wife an
emergency restraining order to pre-
vent future contact. 
10:19 p.m.: An officer patrolling
the 100 block of East Second Street
discovered an attempted burglary
at Hilda Flores Tax Services. An
officer on patrol in the area noticed
the rear security door to the busi-
ness standing open and a cardboard
box placed over a nearby security
camera. There was also a long
piece of wood stuck between the
door and the door frame and a
multi-tool lying on the ground
nearby. Officers were able to col-
lect multiple shoe prints from the
scene. The owner of the business
could not be immediately found,
but later contacted police and said
that she could provide video
footage of the incident. 
11:41 p.m.: Pedro David Arzate

was detained at the Calexico West
Port of Entry after U.S. Customs
officials discovered that he may
have an outstanding warrant.
Calexico police responded and
were able to verify that Arzate had
a felony warrant for corporal injury
to a spouse or cohabitant. Arzate
was arrested and turned over to the
Imperial County Sheriff's Office. 
11:50 p.m.: Officers conducted a
traffic stop near the intersection of
Highway 111 and Cole Boulevard
after spotting a white Jeep
Compass with a broken wind-
shield. After observing one of the
vehicle's passengers acting nerv-
ously, officers requested a search
of the vehicle, to which the owner
consented. The nervous passenger,
identified as Luis Adviento Juarez,
was patted down and found to be in
possession of a glass pipe contain-
ing a burnt white residue suspected
of being methamphetamine. The
vehicle was sent on its way and
Jaurez was cited for possession of
drug paraphernalia before being
released. 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31
9:59 p.m.: Police conducting a
patrol check at John F. Kennedy
Park on the 2300 block of C.N.
Perry Avenue discovered a group
of three men drinking beer at a
park bench. Officers detained the
men and conducted a records check
on each of them. One of the men
had an outstanding warrant with
the Imperial County Sheriff's
Office. The man was cited for the
warrant and released at the scene
on a promise to appear in court.
The men gave officers permission
to throw the beers away and were
advised not to drink in the park
again.

Calexico police handcuff a
suspect arrested on March
27 for suspicion of assault
and other counts. | PHOTO
COURTESY OF CALEXICO
POLICE OFFICERS ASSOCIA-
TION

Abandoned House Fire in Calexico
Speaks to Ongoing Issues

An abandoned structure fire
that Calexico Fire
Department personnel made
quick work of show how
close it was to an apartment
complex just north of the site
on Paulin Avenue on
Saturday morning, April 3. |
PRESLEY RAMIREZ PHOTO

What appears to be video
footage shows an assault
suspect atop a home after
running from responding
Calexico police officers on
March 27. | PHOTO COUR-
TESY OF CALEXICO POLICE
OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

Calexico fire crews responded to an abandoned dwelling fire
in the pre-down hours of Saturday, April 3, in the 800 block of
Paulin Avenue. | PRESLEY RAMIREZ PHOTO



The Ramada Hotel Opens its
Doors

The brothers were placed at the
hotel through a contract that the
resort owner signed last month with
the California Department of Social
Services to temporarily house asy-
lum seekers and migrants who are
in the process of being reunited
with family and sponsors outside of
the county, a county official report-
ed.

The housing of migrants at the
Holtville hotel has resulted from an
increased number of migrants being
apprehended at the border by U.S.
Border Patrol, as well as the inabil-
ity of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement to detain subjects, a
local Border Patrol official said.

New guidelines limiting the
distance that federal immigration
officials can transport subjects who
are released from custody also is
contributing to the number of
migrants being temporarily housed
in the Valley and transported else-
where, sources said.

Starting April 17, the Ramada
hotel is scheduled to start serving as
the sole temporary lodging for
migrants awaiting to be reunited
with family and sponsors else-
where, said Gilbert Rebollar, with
the County Executive Office's Joint
Information Center.

Currently, the county, with the
assistance of various state agencies
and local non-governmental organi-
zations (NGOs), is operating a
Quarantine and Isolation Shelter
(QIS) at Imperial Valley College.
The QIS temporarily houses
migrants who have tested positive
for COVID-19 after their release
from the custody of immigration
officials. 

The state's agreement with
Barbara Worth Country Club owner
Eddie Mejorado will allow for the
transition of the QIS's functions to
the Ramada hotel, Rebollar said in
an email on Tuesday, April 6.

"The demobilization of the QIS
at IVC is expected to begin in the
coming days," he said.

Imperial County Board of
Supervisors Chairman Michael
Kelley said on Tuesday in a text
message that the resort's hotel
appeared to be the only local venue
temporarily housing migrants amid
the reported surge.

Previously, Mejorado said that
providing shelter for the vulnerable
immigrants was the right thing to
do, personally and professionally
speaking. 

When contacted for comment
on April 1, Mejorado said he was
not at liberty to disclose details of
the hotel's agreement with the state,
or whether additional housing, such
as tents, would be erected at the
resort grounds to temporarily house
migrants.

Quick, Coordinated and
Unsustainable Response 

The temporary housing of the
migrants locally appears to have
started on March 23. Two days
prior, county officials hosted a
meeting between state officials and
representatives of local NGOs to
determine whether temporary hous-
ing and assistance for migrants
could be readily made available.

Officials had requested at least
100 rooms, prompting attendee
Margaret Sauza, Sure Helpline
Crisis Center executive director, to
call Barbara Worth golf resort
owner Mejorado to inquire if the
resort's hotel had the capacity to
host such a number. Mejorado
responded that it could.

When Sauza then told the meet-
ing's attendees that she had secured
the rooms, many expressed aston-
ishment and relief, she said. 

With the housing secured, it

then fell to Sure Helpline to provide
the migrants with some wraparound
services, such as coordinating the
delivery and distribution of three
daily meals and additional onsite
COVID-19 testing. 

"We have not stopped since
then," Sauza said on April 3, as she
coordinated the nonprofit's efforts
from a hotel room at the resort that
was serving as the organization's
makeshift office. 

Sure Helpline staff has also
found itself in the uncomfortable
position of constantly reminding
the migrants to remain inside their
hotel rooms at all times, mostly to
help prevent any potential spread of
the coronavirus. The admonition is
also meant to protect the migrants
from any harassment by people
who are opposed to their presence.

On Tuesday evening, April 6,
some of the migrants could be seen
congregating outside their rooms,
some wearing masks and some not.

Prior to arriving at the Ramada
hotel, migrants that have been
apprehended by Border Patrol or
released from the custody of
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement are transported to the
QIS at Imperial Valley College.

At the QIS, migrants are tested
for COVID-19, with those who test
positive remaining at the site and
the rest being transported to other
destinations with the assistance of
NGOs, the county has reported. 

An average of about 50 individ-
uals have been arriving daily at the
QIS, Sauza said. Only those who
are suspected of having been
exposed to COVID-19 while being
transported in groups by the Border
Patrol are taken to the Ramada
hotel, where they remain in isola-
tion for at least seven days, she
said.  

"They get tested when they
arrive (at IVC), they're getting test-
ed and fed while they're here (at the
hotel), and then they are on their
merry way," Sauza said. 

Sauza estimated the three meals
alone cost about $6,000 a day to
prepare and deliver. Her staff, aided
by volunteers, typically will spend
a few hours each day distributing
the meals to the migrants housed at
the hotel. 

Sauza said the meals have been
prepared and delivered by people
associated with the Puerto Nuevo
restaurant in Calexico. They have
done so without any payment over
the last couple weeks, but on good
faith that they will be reimbursed,
Sauza said.

Nor had Sure Helpline been
reimbursed for its efforts as of April
3, although Sauza said she is not
overly concerned about the tempo-
rary lapse in compensation. State
officials had indicated that some
$12 million was reportedly avail-
able to assist the increased release
of immigrants along the border and
that some $2.4 million was to go to
NGOs, she said.

The situation has proven unten-
able for the county. On Tuesday, the
county Board of Supervisors voted

to send a letter to U.S. Sens. Dianne
Feinstein and Alex Padilla, alerting
both senators of the county's
response to the increased number of
migrants that are being released
locally and to request federal assis-
tance.

"The increased number of
arrivals coupled with the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic have
exhausted the local resources we
have to aid this population without
the federal government providing
ongoing infrastructure and
resources," the letter stated. 

Of particular concern to the
county is the fact that the migrants
being released from federal custody
are being transported to the IVC
QIS without any prior COVID-19
testing or medical screening, creat-
ing risks for them and those they
encounter.

The county's letter specifically
requests that the federal govern-
ment establish a COVID-19 testing
protocol for those migrants who are
being released in the county. It fur-
ther requests that the federal gov-
ernment establish short-term lodg-
ing for the migrants in need of quar-
antine or isolation as well as those
who are not ill or who have not
been potentially exposed.

"As we look toward the future
and the evolution of immigration
policies, we stand ready to continue
the dialogue beyond today's emer-
gent needs, to the infrastructure
needed to provide a humane and
safe entry to our nation for those
seeking to cross the border," the let-
ter stated.

Border Patrol's Response to
Migrant Surge

The increased number of
migrants being apprehended at the
border has also placed an added
strain on the operations of the El
Centro Sector Border Patrol.

On March 31, the sector report-
ed that its Calexico station had
encountered a group of 64 undocu-
mented immigrants, which set a
single-day record for the largest
group apprehension in the sector's
history.

Continued on page 16
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Stream N’ Chill.....from page five

the process of gestation, it is ulti-
mately classism and the desire to
fit into an oppressive society that
leads the two to hastily stop seeing
each other.

"Inside Out" (Pete Docter,
2015)

Disney-Plus
I'm a simple gal. I see Bing

Bong. I click - and sob. I don't
even want to hear anything about
"Oh, this is animated. How could
it possibly merit blah blah blah."
Oh-ho-ho, no. I thought I knew the
Pixar formula down pat prior to
"Inside Out": the tried-and-true
Hero's Journey, emotional beats
that don't veer into "let me teach
you a lesson" territory and
adorable, marketable (think "plush
toys galore") characters. Then, a
formatively mammoth yet emo-
tionally intimate tale about memo-
ry and emotion comes along and
well … The 2015 animated feature
is never overwhelmed nor bogged
down by its subject matter and

instead, flourishes in showcasing
the beautiful amalgam of emotions
living inside an 11-year-old's
head, asking us to appreciate and
embrace the spectrum of sensa-
tions living inside each of us. 

"Parasite" (Bong Joon-ho,
2019)

Hulu
Duh. I know.
Miranda Montenegro a

Mexican-American filmmaker.
She is an El Centro resident, a
graduate of Southwest High
School, and a March 2020 gradu-
ate of University of California Los
Angeles with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in English and concentra-
tion in Film, Television and
Digital Media. Montenegro has
interned at Sony Pictures
Entertainment, Montecito Picture
Company/Ghost Corps Inc., and
Focus TV Network.

A scene from the 2002 Alfonso Cuaron film, "Y Tu Mamá
También," is shown. | COURTESY PHOTO

IID Grants..........from page five

•Heber Elementary School 
El Centro Elementary School
District, $1,000
•Central Union High School
District, $2,300
•McCabe Elementary School
District, $2,700
•Magnolia Union Elementary
School District, $1,000
•Calexico Unified School
District, $5,900
•Mulberry Elementary School
District, $5,200

•Holtville Unified School
District, $1,000
•Brawley Union High School
District, $6,200
•Imperial Unified School
District, $1,000
•Calipatria Unified School
District, $33,200
•Imperial County Office of
Education, $2,800

Imperial County Moves to Orange
Tier as Vaccination Rates Increase
Staff Report

State health officials
announced on Tuesday, April 6,
that California has successfully
administered 4 million doses of
COVID-19 vaccine to the most
underserved communities through-
out the state. 

Reaching this milestone allows
broader reopening and paves the
way for counties to advance more
quickly through the California
Blueprint for a Safer Economy. 

Based on the updated guid-
ance, Imperial County can now
move to the Moderate or Orange
level of the State's Tier System.
Changes went into effect
Wednesday, April 7. 

In total, over 33 percent of
California residents have received
at least one dose of the COVID-19
vaccine (over 19 million doses
administered). Locally, nearly
71,000 first and second doses com-
bined have been administered. 

"The fact that the number of
COVID-19 vaccines available and
being administered throughout
California is increasing is excep-
tionally good news," stated Dr.
Stephen Munday, Imperial County
Health Officer, in a press release.
"Getting the vaccine and continu-
ing to follow safety precautions is
our quickest path forward. I'm
extremely proud of those in our
community who have chosen to get
the COVID-19 vaccine and
encourage those who have not yet
gotten it to enroll to receive it as
soon as it becomes available." 

The following is an abbreviat-
ed list of services and activities
allowed under the Orange Tier. For
a full list of activities and required
modifications, please see the
Blueprint for a Safety Economy

Activity and Business Tiers table. 
•Bars (where no meal is

served): Open outdoors with modi-
fications. 

•Family entertainment centers:
Open indoors with modifications.
Max capacity 25 percent or 50 per-
cent if guests are tested or show
proof of full vaccination. 

•Fitness centers and gyms:
Open indoors with 25 percent max
occupancy; indoor pools open at 25
percent occupancy. 

•Movie theaters: Open indoors
with 50 percent max occupancy or
200 people, whichever is fewer. 

•Offices: Open indoors with
modifications though telework is
still encouraged. 

•Places of worship: Open
indoors with 50 percent max occu-
pancy. 

•Retail (including standalone
grocers): Open indoors at full
capacity with modifications. 

•Restaurants: Open indoors
with 50 percent max occupancy or
200 people, whichever is fewer. 

•Shopping centers (including
swap meets and indoor malls):
Open indoors at full capacity with
modifications; common areas must
remain closed and food courts are
at reduced capacity. 

•Outdoor live events
w/assigned seating: In-state visi-
tors only. Max 33 percent capacity
or 67 percent if all guests are tested
or show proof of full vaccination. 

•Effective April 15th: Indoor
Seated Live Events and
Performances: In-State visitors
only. Modification and capacity
limits based on venue size apply. 

•Effective April 15th: Private
Events: Outdoor - Max 100 people
or 300 if guests are tested or show
proof of full vaccination.

Migrants...............................from page one

Cuban brothers and political
asylum seekers Reynaldo
Marquéz Giniebra (left) and
Marco Antonio Marquéz
Giniebra on Saturday, April
3, were awaiting their isola-
tion to end at the Ramada
hotel at the Barbara Worth
County Club in Holtville so
that they could be reunited
with family in Miami. | JULIO
MORALES PHOTO
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FOOTBALL

Early Mistakes Cost Bulldogs vs. Brawley

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

EL CENTRO — The Holtville High 
School football team used a stout rushing 
attack to control the ball and the clock to 
defeat Vincent Memorial Catholic High 
of Calexico, 45-14, in a Desert League 
matchup at Cal Jones Field on the Cen-
tral Union High campus on Thursday, 
April 1.

The Vikings (2-0 in DL action, 2-2 
overall) got a breakout game from junior 
running back Payton Iten, who rushed 
for 185 yards on 22 carries and scored 

three touchdowns. Senior Abraham Ra-
mos had seven carries for 118 yards and 
two touchdowns, all in the fourth quar-
ter, and senior C.J. Nuñez finished with 
79 yards on 14 carries and a touchdown.

As a team, Holtville rushed for 397 
yards and scored all six touchdowns on 
the ground.

“You never want to see someone get 
hurt, but it was almost a blessing in dis-
guise when (star senior running back) 
Jose (Devoux) went down the open-
ing week,” said Jason Turner, Holtville’s 
fourth-year head coach. “It gave these 
other guys a chance to step up and show 

us what they can do.”
Devoux, the Vikings’ leading rusher 

the last two seasons, was injured in the 
season-opening game against Brawley 
and has played sparingly since the inju-
ry. On Thursday, against Vincent, he was 
used primarily on special teams.

The win gives Holtville a one-game 
lead in the DL standings with one league 
game remaining at Mountain Empire of 
Pine Valley at 7 p.m. April 9.

On Thursday, neither team was able to 
do anything on its opening possession, 
but Holtville got the ground game going 

BY TOM RONCO
FOR THE CALEXICO CHRONICLE

CALEXICO — Capitalizing on ear-
ly turnovers and unleashing an aerial 
attack behind sophomore quarterback 
Ethan Gutierrez, the Brawley Union High 
School football team defeated Calexico 
High, 56-0, at Ward Field here Thursday, 
April 1.

Calexico received the opening kickoff 
and drove to the Brawley 20-yard-line 
before the Wildcats stopped the Bulldogs 

and forced a turnover on downs. That 
would be as close as the Bulldogs (1-2 
overall and in Imperial Valley League) 
would come to the end zone the rest of 
the game.

“We came out strong, but then we sort 
of lost our motivation,” said Calexico’s 
sophomore quarterback David Esquer, 
who completed two passes in the opening 
drive.

Brawley took possession and marched 
78 yards, finishing the drive with a 19-
yard touchdown pass from Gutierrez to 

junior Isaiah Young.
On the ensuing kickoff, Calexico fum-

bled at its own 30-yard-line and Gutierrez 
would capitalize with a quarterback-keep-
er on the next play to put Brawley up 16-0.

The Bulldogs then went three-and-out 
on their next possession and disaster 
struck on the punt attempt. A bad snap 
from center sailed over the head of punt-
er David Rivera and Brawley recovered at 
the 4-yard-line. Young scored on the next 
play.

Calexico High School junior Julian DeLeon goes nowhere 
against the Brawley Union High defense on Thursday, 
April 1, at Ward Field in Calexico. 
CAMILO GARCIA JR. PHOTOSee BULLDOGS, PAGE 11

Vincent Memorial Catholic junior quarterback Diego Elorduy scrambles away from the Holtville defense on Thursday, April 1, at Cal Jones Field in 
El Centro. | CATHI PHILLIPS LARIOS PHOTO

VIKINGSVIKINGS
GROUND AND POUNDGROUND AND POUND

BURIES SCOTSBURIES SCOTS
Holtville High Rushes for 397 Yards in 45-14 Win

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

CALEXICO — Led by victories in five 
of its six singles matches, the Vincent Me-
morial Catholic High School tennis team 
defeated Calexico High, 11-6, in a match-
up on the Calexico High campus on Mon-
day, March 29.

The Vincent Memorial girls’ singles 
players, Leticia Bazua, Devorah Duarte 
and Marisa Uribe delivered impressive 
6-0 sweeps in their three matches. 

FOOTBALL

TENNIS

Scots Dominate 
Singles in Matchup 
Against Calexico

Vincent Memorial freshman Catalina Uribe de-
livers a serve while her teammate Leticia Bazua 
waits at the net during a match against Calexi-
co High on Monday, March 29. | CAMILO GARCIA 
JR. PHOTO

See TENNIS, PAGE 11

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

CALIPATRIA — In an Imperi-
al Valley League girls’ swimming 
tri-meet, it was Southwest High 
of El Centro coming out on top, 
beating Holtville and Calipatria 
here on Tuesday, March 30.

The Eagles won the tri-meet, 
edging Holtville 108-51, and 
beating Calipatria, 128-36. The 
Vikings were able to come out on 

top of the Hornets, winning 64-
33.

Alex Zaragoza led the way for 
the Southwest girls, winning all 
four of her events, including the 
200-yard medley relay, 100-yard 
butterfly, 100-yard backstroke, 
and 400-yard freestyle relay.

Results from the tri-meet were:
200-yard medley relay: South-

west (Bianca Prieto, Alex Zara-
goza, Irma Leon, Paola Roswen) 
2:22.58. Holtville (Alyssa En-

riquez, Audrey Lucio, Bella Fusi, 
Skylar Hanson) 2:24.88. South-
west (Maritza Proctor, Lidia Mo-
rales, Mariana Reyes, Anna Her-
nandez) 2:53.43.

200-yard freestyle relay: Holt-
ville (Alyssa Enriquez, Audrey 
Lucio, Bella Fusi, Skylar Han-
son) 2:08.60. Southwest (Aali-
yah Hunter, Michelle Gamez, 
Mariana Reyes, Maritza Proctor) 
2:33.88. Southwest (Aimee Ses-

SWIMMING

Southwest Girls Edge Vikings, Hornets in Tri-Meet
Calexico High 
School junior 
Sergio Licona 

swims the 
breaststroke 

during a tri-
meet against 

Calipatria and 
Holtville in 

Calexico on 
Wednesday, 

March 31. 
| CAMILO 

GARCIA JR. 
PHOTO

See SCOTS, PAGE 11

BY MURRAY ANDERSON
CALEXICO CHRONICLE

SPRING VALLEY — After a sluggish 
start to the season, the Calexico High 
School baseball team finally woke up on 
Wednesday, March 31, with a 17-1 drub-
bing of Mount Miguel High School here. 

The Bulldogs (1-2 overall) opened the 
season with just one run in 14 innings, 
falling to Mission Bay in San Diego, 11-
0, on Monday, March 29, and dropping 
a 3-1 game at home against Holtville on 
Tuesday, March 30.

BASEBALL

Bulldogs’ Offense 
Explodes Against 
Mount Miguel
Calexico Bats Wake Up After 0-2 Start

See BASEBALL, PAGE 11

See SWIMMING, PAGE 11
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Need to publish your Fictitious Business Name
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Summons or Probates?
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At

(760) 339-4899

Farmworker Camp....................from page one
She had also indicated that the

Calexico City Council should have
the ultimate say about whether the
encampment should be removed,
and that she intended to introduce
an agenda item at the council's reg-
ular meeting of April 7 to consider
such an action. 

Both council members had
argued that it would be premature
and unjust to remove the encamp-
ment without first determining
whether it was indeed infringing
on the federal government's right
of way.

Gerardo listened politely but
ultimately decided to go ahead
with the camp's planned removal.

"I think we would've been
done in an hour if not for the coun-
cil members trying to stop us from
doing it," the chief said afterward.

After it became clear that the
council members' pleas were not
going to prevent the cleanup effort,
local farmworker and immigrant
rights activist Hugo Castro decid-
ed to take a different tact, refusing
to voluntarily leave the site.

Castro, who is credited with
establishing the encampment in
late January, was placed in hand-
cuffs and taken to the police sta-
tion, where he was cited and

released for failing to comply with
a police officer's commands,
Gerardo said.

Prior to his arrest, Castro said
the Police Department had erred
last month when a travel trailer
that he had parked at the site was
towed by police without properly
notifying him. 

In response, Gerardo advised
Castro that the enforcement action
was no different from the towing
of any other unregistered and ille-
gally parked vehicle on city prop-
erty. The response only seemed to
further goad Castro.

"If he's talking about legality,
I'm talking about humanity,"
Castro said.

Heavy equipment was brought
in for Wednesday's cleanup effort,
as was Public Works Department
personnel, vehicles, and trailers. 

The encampment was situated
on one of two city parcels that
were in the process of being sold to
the federal government so that a
secondary border barrier could be
constructed the parcels. 

Though Gerardo conceded that
some confusion did surround the
boundaries of Roosevelt
Reservation and an easement the
city awarded the federal govern-

ment in 1948, city officials had
consulted the city's counsel, who
advised them that the camp's
planned removal was legal.

"It's very confusing but they
gave us the go ahead," he said.

One of the individuals dis-
placed on Wednesday was 56-
year-old Antonio Cuevas. The
Mexicali resident said he had been
residing in a tent at the camp since
its creation in January after his
temporary work visa expired, pre-
venting him from moving freely
between Mexico and the United
States.

With the assistance of Spread
the Love Charity personnel, who
were on hand on Wednesday,
Cuevas agreed to seek housing at
the nearby men's shelter that is
operated by Catholic Charities.
The organization will also help
Cuevas resolve his immigration
status.

Cuevas was one of two occu-
pants that agreed to relocate to the
nearby men's shelter. A third indi-
vidual who was residing at the
encampment was transported from
the scene by Calexico Fire
Department personnel for an
injured knee, Gerardo said. 

Bulldog Football......from page nine
"Against a team like Brawley

you cannot start slow as we did,"
said first-year Calexico coach
Fernando Solano. "Then we
made a couple of mistakes on our
side of the field and it just snow-
balled."

The game went downhill for
the Bulldogs from there as the
Wildcat defense forced punts and
Gutierrez threw touchdown pass-
es to Nathan May and Daniel
Camillo Jr.

Ironically, Solano pointed to
last week's 19-12 win over
Southwest, Calexico's first in
eight tries, as part of the problem
and not the solution.

"We have a young team and
we are trying to set high expecta-
tions," Solano said. "This week
we worked on how to prepare for
our next opponent after a win …
something that they are not nec-
essarily used to, and how to feel
good about the win but move on
to the next game."

Another fumble recovery by
Brawley set up a touchdown and
the Bulldogs also surrendered a
pick-six interception just before
halftime.

Still, there was no quit from
the basically young and feisty
Bulldogs.

"We're a young team and we
are hoping to build up the pro-
gram and grow as players and be
a threat to the other Valley

teams," said sophomore running
back and receiver Andres
Ramirez. "Tonight I had the
mindset to give 100 percent and
make plays … I love football and
the moment we had a season I
was there."

As the score mounted in
Brawley's favor, the uphill battle
continued for Calexico under a
new coach with limited time to
prepare due to a pandemic and
facing an established program.

"Traditionally speaking, we
would have had spring practice
and summer league, so we are
trying to install an offense and
defense in two weeks but keep
our expectations reasonable,"
Solano said.

For Esquer, who chose foot-
ball over baseball, the losing is
all part of getting the Bulldogs
where they need to be.

"I choose football to get bet-
ter for the next two seasons. It
was more important for me to
grow as a quarterback," said
Esquer, who completed 8-of-10
passes. "I feel like we grow when
we lose, because our mistakes
motivate us more in practice."

Next up for the Bulldogs is a
home IVL matchup against
Imperial, set for 7 p.m. April 9.
The Wildcats next travel to San
Diego County to play Coronado
High at 6 p.m. Thursday, April 8. 

Bulldog Baseball.............................from page nine
In the Holtville game, Vikings'

junior Rafa Espinoza was locked in
on the mound, throwing a one-hit-
ter.

Espinoza threw a complete
game, and was throwing a no-hitter
until the final frame when he
allowed the only hit and Calexico's
only run. He finished with 12
strikeouts and three walks.

"The big thing is he (Espinoza)
was throwing strikes," said Benny

Carter, Holtville's second-year
head coach. "He looked really
good. His fastball was working and
his secondary pitches were work-
ing."

The Vikings (4-2 overall)
opened the scoring with two runs
in the fourth inning and added
another run in the fifth to build a 3-
0 advantage. Calexico mounted a
threat in the final frame with its
only hit and run, but Espinoza was

able to close out the Bulldogs for
the complete game win.

Offensively, Holtville junior
J.R. Garewal had two hits and an
RBI, while senior Arturo Lazos
finished with a double and a run
scored. 

Calexico's next game is sched-
uled for 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 6,
against Olympian High in Chula
Vista.

Swim...............................from page nine

Vincent Baseball...................from page nine
on its second when the Vikings

marched 50 yards in seven plays,
with Iten finishing the drive with a
12-yard touchdown run.
Quarterback Damian Rodriguez hit
Jonathan Heraz for the two-point
conversion and Holtville had an 8-
0 lead with 8:02 left in the opening
quarter.

"The line was doing a really
good job tonight of opening up the
holes," said the 16-year-old Iten.
"Once we get through the line, we
are able to read how the defense
reacts and either bounce it outside
or take it up the middle."

Midway through the second
quarter a muffed punt gave
Holtville great field position at the
Scots' 21-yard line. Six plays later
Nuñez was bulling his way in from
the 4-yard-line for a touchdown.
Rodriguez again hit Heraz for
another two-point conversion and
the Vikings would take that 16-0
into halftime.

Vincent Memorial's offense
was nonexistent in the first half,
being thrown back for negative-17
yards rushing, and netting only 51

yards through the air from junior
quarterback Diego Elorduy. 

"We just didn't come out as
ready to play as we should have,"
said David Wong, Vincent
Memorial head coach. "To lose like
we did last week (34-0 against
Central Union), I think some of
that carried over into this week."

Holtville's first possession of
the second half was a seven-play,
63-yard drive that was basically all
Iten. He rushed for 54 yards on the
drive, including the final 1-yard
plunge into the end zone to put the
Vikings up 22-0 with 7:18 left in
the third quarter. 

Iten got his third touchdown of
the game on Holtville's next pos-
session finishing an eight-play, 70-
yard drive with a 14-yard sprint to
pay dirt with 10 seconds left in the
third quarter. Nunez tossed to
Rodriguez for the two-point con-
version to put the Vikings on top,
30-0, heading to the final period.

"We put it on our offensive line
this week. We told them if they did
their job and did it well, we were
going to be successful," Turner

said. "Credit to those guys for step-
ping up and playing well tonight
against a very tough defensive line
from Vincent Memorial."

The Scots' two scores came in
the final period as senior Max Diaz
scored on a 1-yard touchdown run
and Elorduy hit senior tight end
Alejandro Cervantes for a 26-yard
touchdown strike late in the game.

Elorduy finished the game
completing 16-of-32 passes for
151 yards with one touchdown and
one interception. 

The fourth quarter also saw the
return of Ramos to the Holtville
backfield after the senior running
back was also injured in the sea-
son-opener against Brawley.
Ramos looked healthy on
Thursday, scoring twice in the
fourth quarter on runs of 1 yard and
39 yards.

The Scots will next face Palo
Verde of Blythe in a DL matchup
set for 7 p.m. April 9 at Southwest
High School in El Centro. 

ma, Hailey Camarena, Arely
Garcia, Camila Moreno) 3:18.60. 
400-yard freestyle relay:
Southwest (Maddy Lilien, Alex
Zaragoza, Irma Leon, Bianca
Prieto) 4:40.85. Southwest
(Camila Moreno, Arely Garcia,
Hailey Camarena, Samantha
Trinkleman) 6:35.51.
200-yard freestyle: Maddy
Lilien, Southwest, 2:16.40.
Isabel Regalado, Calipatria,
2:42.96. Gizelle Silva,
Southwest, 2:47.91.
200-yard individual medley:
Bianca Prieto, Southwest,
2:44.72. Paola Roswen,
Southwest, 3:31.89. Anna
Hernandez, Southwest, 3:34.32.
50-yard freestyle: Skylar
Hanson, Holtville, 29.77. Bella
Fusi, Holtville, 33.15. Melany
Lopez, Holtville, 34.15. 
100-yard butterfly: Alex
Zaragoza, Southwest, 1:17.15.
Audrey Zendejas, Calipatria,
1:32.63. Lidia Morales,

Southwest, 1:38.77.
100-yard freestyle: Alyssa
Enriquez, Holtville, 1:18.14.
Michelle Gamez, Southwest,
1:22.67. Irma Leon, Southwest,
1:23.03.
500-yard freestyle: Maddy
Lilien, Southwest, 6:17.08.
Gizelle Silva, Southwest,
7:43.91. Mariana Reyes,
Southwest, 9:11.23.
100-yard backstroke: Alex
Zaragoza, Southwest, 1:16.49.
Zimiri Ramirez, Calipatria,
1:32.40. Bella Fusi, Holtville,
1:32.40.
100-yard breaststroke: Bianca
Prieto, Southwest, 1:24.65.
Audrey Lucio, Holtville, 1:26.60.
Audrey Zendejas, Calipatria,
1:30.14.
Bulldogs Swim Past Vikings,
Hornets
CALEXICO - On Wednesday,
March 31, the Holtville and
Calipatria high girls' swim teams
were back in the pool, this time

in Calexico.
The Bulldogs were able to beat
Holtville, 67-58, and defeated
Calipatria, 67-11. On the boys'
side, Calexico beat the Hornets,
67-11, and scored a walkover
against the Vikings.
No individual results were avail-
able.
Holtville Swim Fundraiser
The Holtville High swim team is
raising funds through a virtual
run/walk/swim. Through May
31, participants can run, walk, or
swim their way to either 5 kilo-
meters or 10 kilometers.
The cost is $35 per participant
and each participant gets a
"Viking Strong" t-shirt, a race
medal, and a downloadable race
bib. To enter the virtual event,
v i s i t :
https://www.goneforarun.com/vi
rtual-race-viking-strong-5k-10k-
2021/vsr-0001.html?cgid=gfar

Vincent Tennis......from page nine
On the boys' side, the Scots'

Federico Duarte won his set, 6-0,
while teammate Jorge Mario
Martinez won his 6-1.

The lone singles' point for the
Bulldogs came from Aaron
Galvan who was able to upend
Vincent Memorial's Vincente
Teran, 7-5.

Calexico earned three points
in the boys' doubles category as
the team of Ivan Sandoval/Aaron
Galvan defeated the Scots' Jorge
Valenzuela/Diego Aldridge, 6-3.
Also it was Calexico's Vidal
Castaneda/Ethan Noriega beating
Jose Carlos Navarro/Leonardo
Monroy, 6-2, and the Bulldogs'
Donato Rosas/Mario Gallo
defeating Diego Monroy/Juan
Manuel Hodges, 6-0.

In girls' doubles, Vincent
Memorial's Catalina
Uribe/Leticia Bazua beat
Calexico's Gwenyth
Rodriguez/Yulianna Gastelum, 6-
1. The Scots' Yvonne
Villalobos/Romina Trejo defeated
Samantha Alvarez/Andrea
Morillon, 6-3, while the Bulldogs'
Kristen Noriega/Alexa Gastelum
beat Ana Marisa
Honold/MaritzaTalavera, 6-1.

In mixed doubles, Calexico's
only point came from the team of
Donato Rosas/Victoria Ochoa
who beat the Scots' Juan Manuel
Hodges/Ana Marisa Honold, 6-1. 

Vincent Memorial's mixed
doubles wins came from Federico
Duarte/Marisa Uribe over Ethan
Ibarra/Andrea Morillon (6-0),
Diego Aldridge/Romina Villareal
over Mario Gallo/Kristen
Noriega  (6-4), Vincente
Teran/Devorah Duarte over Jose
Zavala/Alexa Gastelum  (6-1) and
Jose Carlos Navarro/Maritza
Talavera over Marco Trejo/Carla
Vizcaino (6-0). 

Bulldogs Blow Out Vikings
CALEXICO - After falling to

Vincent Memorial early in the

week, the Bulldogs rebounded to
dominate the Holtville High ten-
nis team, 16-1, on the Calexico
High School campus on
Wednesday, March 31.

The Bulldogs' boys lost only
one game en route to sweeping
singles and doubles and earning
six points for the team score. 

Vidal Castaneda, Ivan
Sandoval, and Aaron Galvan all
swept their singles sets by identi-
cal 6-0 scores. In doubles, Ivan
Sandoval/Aaron Galvan and
Donato Rosas/Jose Zavala
blanked their Vikings' opponents,
6-0, while Vidal Castaneda/Ethan
Noriega won 6-1 over Holtville's
Ryan Richards/Jose Aguirre.

In the girls' singles, Calexico's
Gwenyth Rodriguez and
Samantha Alvarez swept their
sets, 6-0, while the Bulldogs'
Yulianna Gastelum won her set,
6-4, over Holtville's Orian
Anderson.

In girls' doubles, Samantha
Alvarez/Andrea Morillon swept
their set 6-0, while Kristen
Noriega/Alexa Gastelum defeat-
ed the Vikings' Maria
Ayala/Kenya Uribe, 6-2.
Calexico's Victoria
Ochoa/Yulianna Gastelum edged
Holtville's Gabrielle
McDonald/Yasmin Corral, 6-4.

In mixed doubles, it was the
Bulldogs' Donato Rosas/Kristen
Noriega and Marco Trejo/Victoria
Ochoa winning their sets, 6-0.
Calexico's Ethan Noriega/Andrea
Morillon defeated Holtville's
Ernie Garcia/Caitlin Garcia, 6-2,
while the Bulldogs' Jose
Zavala/Alexa Gastelum beat the
Vikings' Ryan Richards/Yasmin
Corral, 7-6. 

The only victory for the
Vikings came from the team of
Carlos Reyes/Gabrielle
McDonald who defeated
Calexico's William Selwick/Carla
Vizcaino, 6-2.

STATEMENT OF ABAN-
DONMENT OF USE OF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME
File No. 21-144
The following person(s) has
(have) abandoned the use of
the following fictitious busi-
ness name(s):
Amelia’s Hair Designers
528 W. Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
The fictitious business
referred to above was filed in
the office of the Imperial
County Clerk-Recorder on:
May 8, 2012.
The full name and residence
address of the person aban-
doning the use of the listed fic-
titious business name is:
Irene J. Mata

528 W. Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:
An Individual
I, Declare that all of the infor-
mation in this statement is true
and correct.
Signed: Irene Jimenez Mata
Statement was filed with the
Imperial County Clerk-
Recorder on: February 24,
2021.
I hereby certify that the fore-
going is a correct copy of the
original on file in my office. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6479
Publish:  March 11, 18, 25,
April 1, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
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For All Your Publication of Legal Notices
Call Us At 760-339-4899 

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Maria Del Pilar Cano
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000892 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Maria
Del Pilar Cano
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Fernando Cano Gomez in the
Superior Court of California, County
of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Fernando Cano Gomez be appoint-
ed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-

tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: May 7, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section

9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
John Q. Goodrich, III
Goodrich & Cheung, LLP
1275 W. State Street  
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-8463
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
04/01/2021 at 03:02:05 PM
By Astridd Weirner,  Deputy Clerk
Legal 6500     
Publish: April 8, 15, 22, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-245
The following person is conducting
business as:
Cake Cloud
455 West Magnolia Street
Brawley, CA 92227
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Denee Wycuff
455 West Magnolia Street
Brawley, CA 92227
This business is conducted by: An

Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
March 30, 2016.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Denee Wycuff, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.

Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 26, 2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
March 25, 2026. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva Balmaceda, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6505    
Publish: April 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-234
The following person is conducting
business as:
D & Trucking
1087 N 18th St.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Ignacio Cruz Jr.
1087 N. 18th St.
El Centro, CA 92243

This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Ignacio Cruz Jr, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common

Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 22, 2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
March 21, 2026. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva Balmaceda, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6503     
Publish: April 8, 15, 22, 29, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-190
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Calexico Parts Distributors
401 East Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Carlos Ramirez
700 W Harbor Drive Unit 606
San Diego, CA 92101
Ana Karen Ramirez
700 W Harbor Drive Unit 606
San Diego, CA 92101
This business is conducted by: A
General Partnership
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.

I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Carlos Ramirez, Partner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 5, 2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
March 4, 2026. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6487    
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8, 2021

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Dorthy Marie Carley
CASE NUMBER:  EPR000895 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the will or estate, or both, of: Dorthy
Marie Carley
A Petition for Probate has been filed
by: Lorie Bonnette in the Superior
Court of California, County of:
IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests that
Lorie Bonnette be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted
to probate.The will and any codicils
are available for examination in the
file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however, the
personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
Date: April 30, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of the

petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or
file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you
must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as
a creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by
the court. If you are a person inter-
ested in the estate, you may file with
the court a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
Charles G. Johnson and 
Vance B. McAlister
Ewing, Johnson & Graves PLC
636 State Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-6371
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
04/05/2021 at 03:37:10 PM
By Irma De La Rosa,  Deputy Clerk
Legal 6504     
Publish: April 8, 15, 22, 2021

ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF

PAVEMENT REHABILITATION (APMS 1 & 2) PROJECT
AT THE IMPERIAL COUNTY AIRPORT

Sealed proposals for the construction of the Pavement Rehabilitation (APMS 1 & 2) Project contract will be received
at the Office of the Clerk to the Board of Supervisors, 940 Main Street, Suite 209, El Centro, CA 92243 until 3:30
PM, local time, April 28, 2021 and there, at said office, at said time, publicly opened and read aloud.

The proposed project generally includes reconstructing the pavement on the North Apron at the Imperial County
Airport. New pavement markings will then be placed on the apron.

The Contractor must have a Class A license to perform this work. The Contractor shall have and shall maintain the
proper Contractor license from award of contract through contract acceptance (per Public Contract Code § 10164).

Bid documents will be available on the Imperial County Department of Public Works (Public Works) website
(https://publicworks.imperialcounty.org) under the "Projects out to bid" section at no charge. Hard copy(ies) of the
PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, AND CONTRACT DOCUMENTS can be obtained Monday through Friday 8:00 AM
- 5:00 PM (PDT) at: 

Imperial County Department of Public Works
155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA, 92243
Phone (442) 265-1818

A one hundred dollar ($100) non-refundable fee for each hardcopy bid package set of the contract documents is
required. Those desiring to pick up bid sets shall call to reserve a copy of bid documents to ensure the availability

Each proposal must conform and be responsive to the contract documents and must be accompanied by a certified
check or bid bond, in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the total maximum proposal price for the contract in the
form and subject to the conditions provided in the Preparation of Proposal.

Requests concerning this project must be made in writing and submitted via email to the following personnel:

To be given consideration, requests must be received no later than 5:00 PM, local time, April 22, 2021. Any sup-
plemental instructions will be in the form of written addenda, which, when issued, will be sent and/or posted on the
Public Works website not later than seventy-two (72) hours prior to the date fixed for the opening of bids. All adden-
da so issued shall become Part of the Contract and acknowledged by Bidder.  Failure of any Bidder to receive any
such addenda or interpretation shall not relieve said Bidder from any obligation under his bid submitted.

A pre-bid conference/facility walkthrough has been scheduled in order to review the specific requirements of this con-
tract and walk the project site. The pre-bid conference/facility walkthrough is scheduled for April 20, 2021 at 10:00
AM, local time at:

Imperial County Airport Administration Office
1099 Airport Road
Imperial, CA 92251
Contact: Jenell Guerrero, MPA
Telephone No.: (442) 265-1815

Attendance at the Pre-Bid conference/facility walkthrough is MANDATORY. Any firm that does not attend the
mandatory site visit/briefing shall not be eligible to submit a bid proposal. 

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities in the proposal, and to reject any and all proposals.

Blanca Acosta
Clerk of the Board 
County of Imperial

Legal 9024 Publish: April 8, 2021

C&R Engineers, Inc.

Richard Graham, P.E
rgraham@cscos.com

Imperial County Department of Public Works

Jenell Guerrero, MPA

jenellguerrero@co.imperial.ca.us
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-223
The following person is conducting
business as:
Silvestre Garcia Construction
309 S F Street
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Silvestre Garcia
309 S F Street
Imperial, CA 92251
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Silvestre Garcia, Owner

The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 17, 2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
March 16, 2026. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva-Balmaceda, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6494    
Publish: Mar. 25, April 1, 8, 15, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT

File No. 202110000201
The following person(s) is (are)
doing business as:
Law Office of Jason C. Amavisca,
Esq., 1013, W. State Street, El
Centro, CA 92243 County of IMPE-
RIAL
Mailing Address: 1013, W. State
Street, El Centro, CA 92243
Jason C Amavisca, 1013, W. State
Street, El Centro, CA 92243
This business is conducted by an
Individual
The registrant(s) commenced to

transact business under the fictitious
business name or names listed above
on N/A. 
S/ Jason C. Amavisca, 
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Imperial County on
03/09/2021.
CHUCK STOREY, County Clerk
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
3/25, 4/1, 4/8, 4/15/21
CNS-3453023#
CALEXICO CHRONICLE
Legal 6083

PUBLIC NOTICE

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER:  ECU001808
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner (name): Jaime Lee Jensen
filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows: 
Present name :
Jaime Lee Jensen 
Proposed name:
Nada Y Todo

THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter
appear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause, if
any, why the petition for change of
name should not be granted. Any per-
son objecting to the name changes
described above must file a written
objection that includes the reasons
for the objection at least two court
days before the matter is scheduled to
be heard and must appear at the hear-
ing to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition without a hear-
ing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date:  May 14, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.:  7
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California, County
of Imperial
939 Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
A copy of this Order to Show Cause
shall be published at least once each
week for four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on the peti-
tion in the following newspaper of
general circulation, printed in this
county (specify newspaper):
Holtville Tribune
Date: March 15, 2021
Jeffrey B. Jones
Judge of the Superior Court
Filed:   
Superior Court of California
County of Imperial 
03/15/2021 at 04:34:53 PM
By Nelly Torres, Deputy Clerk
Legal 9023  
Publish: March 25, April 1, 8, 15,
2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-149
The following person is conducting
business as:
USMEX Distribution
534 Lincoln St.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Ildefonso Patron Cardoso
534 Lincoln St.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.

Signature: Ildefonso Patron Cardoso,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 24,
2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
February 23, 2026. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6084   
Publish: Mar. 25, April 1, 8, 15, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-209
The following person is conducting
business as:
Del Castillo Transport
1624 Gateway Rd. Sp 110
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Jorge Del Castillo
Paseo de la Albahaca #1039
Col. Rivera Campestre
Mexicali, MX 21387
This business is conducted by: An

Individual
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) listed
above.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Jorge del Castillo, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this
State or a Fictitious Business Name
in Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County

Clerk-Recorder on: March 11, 2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: March 10, 2026. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the expi-
ration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6085 
Publish: Mar. 25, April 1, 8, 15,
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUMMONS 
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
Cosme Gustavo Vargas Salas,
California Trucking Company LLC
and Does 1-10.
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY
PLAINTIFF:  
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE):
Joshua Grivette
STATEMENT OF DAMAGES
(Personal Injury or Wrongful Death)
To: California Trucking Company
LLC
Plaintiff: Joshua Grivette seeks dam-
ages in the above-entitled action,as
follows:
1. General damages
a. Pain,suffering, and inconvenience:
$65,000.00
2. Special damages
a. Medical expenses: $4,764.13
b. Future medical expenses:
$27,455.00
c.     Loss of earnings: $528.00
d.     Loss of future earning capacity:
$17,545.00
Date: March 19, 2021
STATEMENT OF DAMAGES
(Personal Injury or Wongful Death)
To: Cosme Gustavo Vargas Salas
Plaintiff: Joshua Grivette seeks dam-
ages in the above-entitled action, as
follows:
1. General damages
a. Pain, suffering, and inconvenience
$65,000.00
2. Special damages
a. Medical expenses: $4764.13
b. Future medical expenses: 
$27, 455.00
c. Loss of earnings: $528.00
d. Loss of future earning capacity:
$17,545.00
Date: March 19, 2021
NOTICE! You have been sued. The
court may decide against you without
your being heard unless you respond
within 30 days. Read the information
below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS
after this summons and legal papers
are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a
copy served on the plaintiff. A letter
or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in
proper legal form if you want the
court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your
response. You can find these court
forms and more information at the
California Courts Online Self-Help

Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/self-
help), your county law library, or the
courthouse nearest you. If you cannot
pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk
for a fee waiver form. If you do not
file your response on time, you may
lose the case by default, and your
wages, money, and property may be
taken without further warning from
the court.

There are other legal require-
ments. You may want to call an attor-
ney right away. If you do not know
an attorney, you may want to call an
attorney referral service. If you can-
not afford an attorney, you may be
eligible for free legal service from a
nonprofit legal services program.
You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcal-
ifornia.org), the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or
county bar association. NOTE: The
court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or
arbitration award of $10,000 or more
in a civil case. The court's lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss
the case.
¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no

responde dentro de 30 días, la corte
puede decidir en su contra sin
escuchar su versión. Lea la informa-
ción a continuación. 

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO
después de que le entreguen esta
citación y papeles legales para pre-
sentar una respuesta por escrito en
esta corte y hacer que se entregue
una copia al demandante. Una carta
o una llamada telefónica no lo prote-
gen. Su respuesta por escrito tiene
que estar en formato legal correcto si
desea que procesen su caso en la
corte. Es posible que haya un formu-
lario que usted pueda usar para su
respuesta. Puede encontrar estos for-
mularios de la corte y más informa-
ción en el Centro de Ayuda de las
Cortes de California
(www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la bibliote-
ca de leyes de su condado o en la
corte que le quede más cerca. Si no
puede pagar la cuota de pre-
sentación, pida al secretario de la
corte que le dé un formulario de
exención de pago de cuotas. Si no
presenta su respuesta a tiempo,
puede perder el caso por incumplim-
iento y  la corte le podrá quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin más
advertencia. 

Hay otros requisitos legales. Es
recomendable que llame a un aboga-
do inmediatamente. Si no conoce a
un abogado, puede llamar a un ser-
vicio de remisión a abogados. Si no
puede pagar a un  abogado es posi-
ble que cumpla con los requisitos
para obtener servicios legales gratu-
itos de un programa de servicios
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede
encontrar estos grupos sin fines de
lucro en el sitio web de California
Legal Services, (www.lawhelpcali-
fornia.org), en el Centro de Ayuda de
las Cortes de California,
(www.sucorte.ca.gov) o poniéndose
en contacto con la corte o el colegio
de abogados locales. AVISO: Por
ley, la corte tiene derecho a reclamar
las cuotas y los costos y los costos
exentos por imponer un gravamen
sobre cualquier recuperación de
$10,000 o más de valor recibida
mediante un acuerdo o una conce-
sión de arbitraje en un caso de dere-
cho civil. Tiene que pagar el grava-
men de la corte antes de que la corte
pueda desechar el caso.
CASE NUMBER: (Numero del
Caso):  SVC-267520.
The name and address of the court is:  
(El nombre y dirección de la corte
es): 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Sonoma
600 Administration Drive,
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
The name, address, and telephone
number of plaintiff's attorney, or
plaintiff without an attorney, is: 
(El nombre, la dirección y el número
de teléfono del abogado del deman-
dante, o del demandante que no tiene
abogado, es):
Nicolis Peters, SBN: 292519,
Brand Peters LLP
1777 Botelho Drive, Suite 220
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
T: (925) 295-1670
F: (925) 296-0390
Date: December 9,2020, 11:38AM
Arlene D. Junior, Clerk, by
(Secretario)
Angela Rubiano, Deputy, (Adjunto)
Electronically Filed
Superior Court of California
County of Sonoma
12/9/2020  11:38 AM
Arlene D. Junior, Clerk of the Court
By: Angela Rubiano, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6497  
Publish:  March 25, April 1, 8, 15,
2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-239
The following persons are conducting
business as:
R G Powersports and Storage
1045 S. 1st Street
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Erick Gallo 
69 W. Correll Rd.
Heber, CA 92249
Roberto Ruiz
1099 Field View Ave.

El Centro, CA 92243
Angelica Gallo
69 W. Correll Rd.
Heber, CA 92249
This business conducted by: A
General Partnership
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Angelica Gallo, General
Partner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State

or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: March 24, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: March 23, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Rebecca Leyva Balmaceda, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6499          
Publish: April 1, 8, 15, 22, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-235
The following person is conducting
business as:
Kids Ahoy Day Care
378 E. Hamilton Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Santos Martinez del Real
378 E. Hamilton Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above on: January 8,
2002.

I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Santos Martinez del Real,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not of
itself authorize the use in this State or
a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk
on: March 22, 2021.
A new statement must be filed prior to
the expiration date. This statement
expires on: March 21, 2026.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-Recorder
Rebecca Leyva Balmaceda, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6498          
Publish: April 1, 8, 15, 22, 2021

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALI-
FORNIA, COUNTY OF IMPE-
RIAL
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
IN THE MATTER OF:
Francisco Trejo
PETITIONER
ADOPTION CITATION TO
DECLARE MINOR FREE
FROM PARENTAL CUS-
TODY AND CONTROL OF
PARENT FOR STEPPARENT
ADOPTION
Case Number: EAD000163
To (name): Ismael Bojorquez
(Parents Whom Rights May Be
Terminated)

By order of the Court, you are
hereby advised that you are
requested to appear before the
judge presiding in Department 5
of this Court on May 26, 2021 at
10:00 a.m. to show cause, if any
you have, why Alyssa Jannette
Valladolid, a minor, should not
be declared free from custody
and control of his/her parent
Ismael Bojorquez
Dated: March 30, 2021
Maria Rhinehart/Clerk of Court 
Tammy L. Grimm, Clerk of the
Court
by: A. Garcia, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6501  
Publish: April 8,15, 22, 29, 2021

CITY OF CALEXICO 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT I 

CUSTOMER SERVICE DEPARTMENT – FULL TIME POSITION 
$2,515 – $3,057 monthly 

Minimum Requirements/Experience: Graduation from high school and one-year clerical accounting
experience.

RECORDS ASSISTANT
POLICE DEPARTMENT – FULL TIME POSITION 

$2,845 - $3,459 monthly 

Minimum Requirements/Experience: Graduation from high school, and two years of general clerical
experience including frequent public contact.

Applications accepted by 5:00 p.m. Monday, April 12, 2021
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

City Hall is closed to the public due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. Applications will only be accepted by
electronic submission to personnel@calexico.ca.gov, fax at 760-357-7973, or by mail to City Hall, Attn:

H.R. Dept., 608 Heber Avenue, Calexico, CA 92231 by the due date indicated for each position.
Applications and complete job descriptions may be obtained by visiting our website at

www.calexico.ca.gov or by calling (760) 768-2107

CLASSIFIED AD
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-160
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Creative Marketing Solutions, LLC
120 W Cole Blvd Ste D
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Creative Marketing Solutions, LLC
120 W Cole Blvd Ste D
Calexico, CA 92231
This business is conducted by: A
Limited Liability Company
Articles of Incorporation:
202103211153
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the information

in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Leonard Peter Escalante,
Jr, CEO
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 26,
2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
February 25, 2026. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6075   
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-152
The following person is conducting
business as:
Storwise Self Storage
320 W Aten Rd.
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
31225 La Baya Dr. Ste 206
Westlake Village, CA 91362
Full Name of Registrant:
Nanees Said
10901 Reseda Blvd
Porter Ranch, CA 91326
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.

I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Nanees Said, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 25,
2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
February 24, 2026. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6488   
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-159
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Escalante Management Services,
LLC
120 W Cole Blvd Ste. D
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Escalante Management Services,
LLC
120 W Cole Blvd Ste D
Calexico, CA 92231

This business is conducted by: A
Limited Liability Company
Articles of Incorporation:
202102910108
Registrant has not commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Leonard Peter Escalante,
Jr, CEO
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another

under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 26,
2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
February 25, 2026. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6074    
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No. 202110000141
The following person(s) is doing
business as: 
ABS KIDS, 11650 Iberia Pl Ste
130, San Diego, CA 92128, County
of San Diego. 
Alternative Behavior Strategies,
LLC, 515 S 700 East 2A, Salt Lake

City, UT 84102 
This business is conducted by A
Limited Liability Company. Articles
of Incorporation: 202005510452 
The registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious busi-
ness name or names listed above on
N.A
/s/ Adam Singer, CEO 
This statement was filed with the

County Clerk of Imperial County on
02/23/21. 
CHUCK STOREY, County Clerk
By: Elise Puyot, Deputy
3/18, 3/25, 4/1, 4/8/21
CNS-3450781#
CALEXICO CHRONICLE
Legal 6076

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-175
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
A Farmer Service Corp. 
1103 Airport Road
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 3386
El Centro, CA 92243
Full Name of Registrants:
A Farmer Service Corporation
2435 Ensenada Drive

Imperial, CA 92251 
This business is conducted by: A
Corporation
Articles of Incorporation: C3804618
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
September 1, 2015.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature:  Amador Fernandez Jr.,
President
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in

Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 4, 2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
March 3, 2026. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6490   
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-194
The following person is conducting
business as:
Albino Cantu Jr.
1740 Rio Vista Street
Seeley, CA 92273
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 932
Seeley, CA 92273
Full Name of Registrant:
Albino Cantu

1740 Rio Vista Street
Seeley, CA 92273
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
April 1, 2019.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature:  Albino Cantu, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in

Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 8, 2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
March 7, 2026. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6489    
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-156
The following person is conducting
business as:
San Diego Auto Mart
530 West Birch St.
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Daniel C Ramirez
1069 Heber Ave.
Calexico, CA 92231
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
March 25, 1985.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.

Signature: Daniel C Ramirez, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 25,
2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
February 24, 2026. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6081   
Publish: Mar. 25, April  1, 8, 15,
2021

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
TS No. CA-19-875346-SH Order
No.: 191260081-CA-VOI YOU
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED
5/23/2005. UNLESS YOU TAKE
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF
THE NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU
SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER. A public auction sale to
the highest bidder for cash,
cashier's check drawn on a state or
national bank, check drawn by state
or federal credit union, or a check
drawn by a state or federal savings
and loan association, or savings
association, or savings bank speci-
fied in Section 5102 to the
Financial Code and authorized to
do business in this state, will be
held by duly appointed trustee. The
sale will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed or
implied, regarding title, possession,
or encumbrances, to pay the
remaining principal sum of the
note(s) secured by the Deed of
Trust, with interest and late charges
thereon, as provided in the note(s),
advances, under the terms of the
Deed of Trust, interest thereon,
fees, charges and expenses of the
Trustee for the total amount (at the
time of the initial publication of the
Notice of Sale) reasonably estimat-
ed to be set forth below. The
amount may be greater on the day
of sale. BENEFICIARY MAY
ELECT TO BID LESS THAN THE
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE.
Trustor(s): DANIEL CASTRO
AND EVELIA SAENZ CASTRO
Recorded: 5/26/2005 as Instrument
No. 020184 in Book 2439 Page 181
and modified as per Modification
Agreement recorded 4/17/2014 as
Instrument No. 2014007487 of
Official Records in the office of the
Recorder of IMPERIAL County,
California; Date of Sale: 5/17/2021
at 2:00 PM Place of Sale: At the
North entrance to the County
Courthouse located at 939 Main
Street, El Centro, CA 92243
Amount of unpaid balance and
other charges: $309,703.79 The
purported property address is: 1265
MEADOW VIEW AVENUE, EL
CENTRO, CA 92243 Assessor's
Parcel No.: 054-554-005-000
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BID-
DERS: If you are considering bid-
ding on this property lien, you
should understand that there are
risks involved in bidding at a

trustee auction. You will be bidding
on a lien, not on the property itself.
Placing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically enti-
tle you to free and clear ownership
of the property. You should also be
aware that the lien being auctioned
off may be a junior lien. If you are
the highest bidder at the auction,
you are or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to the lien
being auctioned off, before you can
receive clear title to the property.
You are encouraged to investigate
the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on
this property by contacting the
county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this infor-
mation. If you consult either of
these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may
hold more than one mortgage or
deed of trust on the property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: The sale date shown on
this notice of sale may be post-
poned one or more times by the
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a
court, pursuant to Section 2924g of
the California Civil Code. The law
requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be made
available to you and to the public,
as a courtesy to those not present at
the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been
postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the
sale of this property, you may call
916-939-0772 for information
regarding the trustee's sale or visit
this internet website
http://www.qualityloan.com, using
the file number assigned to this
foreclosure by the Trustee: CA-19-
875346-SH. Information about
postponements that are very short
in duration or that occur close in
time to the scheduled sale may not
immediately be reflected in the
telephone information or on the
internet website. The best way to
verify postponement information is
to attend the scheduled sale.
NOTICE TO TENANT: You may
have a right to purchase this prop-
erty after the trustee auction pur-
suant to Section 2924m of the
California Civil Code. If you are an
"eligible tenant buyer," you can
purchase the property if you match
the last and highest bid placed at
the trustee auction. If you are an
"eligible bidder," you may be able
to purchase the property if you
exceed the last and highest bid
placed at the trustee auction. There

are three steps to exercising this
right of purchase. First, 48 hours
after the date of the trustee sale, you
can call 916-939-0772, or visit this
internet website http://www.qual-
ityloan.com, using the file number
assigned to this foreclosure by the
Trustee: CA-19-875346-SH to find
the date on which the trustee's sale
was held, the amount of the last and
highest bid, and the address of the
trustee. Second, you must send a
written notice of intent to place a
bid so that the trustee receives it no
more than 15 days after the trustee's
sale. Third, you must submit a bid
so that the trustee receives it no
more than 45 days after the trustee's
sale. If you think you may qualify
as an "eligible tenant buyer" or "eli-
gible bidder," you should consider
contacting an attorney or appropri-
ate real estate professional immedi-
ately for advice regarding this
potential right to purchase. The
undersigned Trustee disclaims any
liability for any incorrectness of the
property address or other common
designation, if any, shown herein. If
no street address or other common
designation is shown, directions to
the location of the property may be
obtained by sending a written
request to the beneficiary within 10
days of the date of first publication
of this Notice of Sale. If the sale is
set aside for any reason, including
if the Trustee is unable to convey
title, the Purchaser at the sale shall
be entitled only to a return of the
monies paid to the Trustee. This
shall be the Purchaser's sole and
exclusive remedy. The purchaser
shall have no further recourse
against the Trustor, the Trustee, the
Beneficiary, the Beneficiary's
Agent, or the Beneficiary's
Attorney. If you have previously
been discharged through bankrupt-
cy, you may have been released of
personal liability for this loan in
which case this letter is intended to
exercise the note holders right's
against the real property only. Date:
Quality Loan Service Corporation
2763 Camino Del Rio South San
Diego, CA 92108 619-645-7711
For NON SALE information only
Sale Line: 916-939-0772 Or Login
to: http://www.qualityloan.com
Reinstatement Line: (866) 645-
7711 Ext 5318 Quality Loan
Service Corp. TS No.: CA-19-
875346-SH IDSPub #0173369
3/25/2021 4/1/2021 4/8/2021
Legal 6495

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-161
The following person is conducting
business as:
All American Cleaning
2860 La Brucherie Rd.
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 98
Imperial, CA 92251
Full Name of Registrant:
Tim Wallen
2860 La Brucherie Rd.
Imperial, CA 92251
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
January 9, 1989.
I,  Declare that all of the informa-

tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature:  Tim Wallen, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this
State or a Fictitious Business Name
in Violation of the Rights of anoth-
er under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: February 26,
2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: February 25, 2026. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Elise Puyot, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6482    
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8,
2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-220
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Marrs Construction Designs Inc.
712 Fig Ave.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Daniel John Marrs
712 Fig Ave.
Holtville CA 92250
This business is conducted by: A
Corporation
Articles of Incorporation:
C4683550
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: March 15, 2021.
I,  Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.

Signature: Daniel John Marrs,
Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 17,
2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: March 16, 2026. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva-Balmaceda,
Deputy Clerk
Legal 9022   
Publish: Mar. 25, April 1, 8, 15,
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE



FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-176
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
BMW & Mini Repairs
2465 Earhart Ave.
Imperial, CA 92251
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Carlos Aguayo Cabrera
2465 Earhart Ave.
Imperial, CA 92251
This business is conducted by:
An Individual

Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: February 25, 2021.
I,  Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Carlos Aguayo
Cabrera, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.

Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 4,
2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: March 3, 2026. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6492  
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8,
2021
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-195
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Urban American Properties
580 Main St.
Brawley, CA 92227
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
Jeannie Louise Jongeward
6408 Crestview Ln. 
Cheney, WA 99004
Gordon Zane Jongeward
6408 Crestview Ln.
Cheney, WA 99004

This business is conducted by: A
Married Couple
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: April 28, 1984.
I,  Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Jeannie Louise
Jongeward, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or

Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 8,
2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: March 7, 2026. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6491
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8,
2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-205
The following persons are conduct-
ing business as:
Angelina Gonzalez Guzman
303 Willow Bend Dr.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 3443
El Centro, CA 92244
Full Name of Registrants:
ARA Logistics Corp.
9731 Siempre Viva Rd Ste. 200
San Diego, CA 92154
This business is conducted by: A
Corporation
Articles of Incorporation: C4681542
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:

February 16, 2021.
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature:  Roberto Gratianne,
President
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 10, 2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
March 9, 2026. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6484   
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8, 2021

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

ELEANOR A.C. HUNG
CASE NO. EPR000876 

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons
who may otherwise be interested in
the WILL or estate, or both of
ELEANOR A.C. HUNG.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has
been filed by SHEREE T. LOUI in
the Superior Court of California,
County of IMPERIAL.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE
requests that SHEREE T. LOUI be
appointed as personal representa-
tive to administer the estate of the
decedent.
THE PETITION requests the dece-
dent's WILL and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The WILL and
any codicils are available for exam-
ination in the file kept by the court. 
THE PETITION requests authority
to administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtain-
ing court approval. Before taking
certain very important actions,
however, the personal representa-
tive will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The inde-
pendent administration authority
will be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the peti-
tion and shows good cause why the
court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be
held in this court as follows:
04/30/21 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9
located at 939 W. MAIN ST., EL
CENTRO, CA 92243 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at

the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections with
the court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by
your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a
contingent creditor of the decedent,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the person-
al representative appointed by the
court within the later of either (1)
four months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general per-
sonal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from
the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under
section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are a per-
son interested in the estate, you
may file with the court a Request
for Special Notice (form DE-154)
of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
ROBIN C. BEVIER - SBN 127999, 
LAW OFFICES OF ROBIN
CLARK BEVIER, PC
2479 SUNRISE BLVD.
GOLD RIVER CA 95670
3/11, 3/18, 3/25/21
CNS-3448095#
IMPERIAL VALLEY WEEKLY
Legal 6079

PUBLIC NOTICE

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
CASE NUMBER:  ECU001786
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:  Petitioner (name): Mario
Sergio Fernandez Silva and
Ana Luisa Valencia filed a peti-
tion with this court for a decree
changing names as follows: 
Present name :
Iaan Kalel Valencia 
(DOB 10/25/2012)
Proposed name:
Iaan Kalel Fernandez Valencia
(DOB 10/25/2012)

THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this mat-
ter appear before this court at the
hearing indicated below to show
cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be

granted. Any person objecting to
the name changes described
above must file a written objec-
tion that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court
days before the matter is sched-
uled to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause why
the petition should not be grant-
ed. If no written objection is
timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date:  April 27, 2021
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.:  7
The address of the court is:
Superior Court of California,
County of Imperial
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243

A copy of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published at least
once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the
following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county
(specify newspaper): Holtville
Tribune/Calexico Chronicle
Date:  February 26, 2021
Jeffrey B. Jones
Judge of the Superior Court
Filed:  
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial 
02/26/2021 at 04:42:09 PM
By Michelle Garcia, Deputy
Clerk
Legal 6077  
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8,
2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-164
The following person is conducting
business as:
Gabriela Urias Tax Services
1850 W. Lincoln Ave. Spc. 190
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Gabriela Urias
1850 W. Lincoln Ave. Spc. 190
El Centro, CA 92243
This business is conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
February 1, 2008.
I,  Declare that all of the information

in this statement is true and correct.
Signature:  Gabriela Urias, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 1, 2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
February 28, 2026. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
A. Pasillas, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6486    
Publish: Mar. 18, 25, April 1, 8, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  21-184
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Ibarra Welding
1530 W Elm Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Miguel Ibarra
1530 W Elm Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business is conducted by:
An Individual

Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: March 1, 2021.
I,  Declare that all of the informa-
tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Miguel Ibarra, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County

Clerk-Recorder on: March 4,
2021.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: March 3, 2026. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy Clerk
Legal 6496   
Publish: Mar. 25, April 1, 8, 15,
2021

San Diego State University - Imperial Valley is seeking applicants
for an Enrollment Service Coordinator. This is a full-time 

position, located in Calexico. For details, please visit

https://ivcampus.sdsu.edu/information/jobs/staff

Application deadline:
April 11, 2021

CLASSIFIED AD



In the 24 hours preceding the
sector's announcement on its
Twitter account, the agency report-
ed that a total of 208 immigrants
had been detained.

"A new 10-year high for our
Sector," it tweeted.

So many apprehensions affect
the agents' ability to process indi-
viduals' paperwork, and requires
more time to provide meals, wel-
fare checks, movement between
cells, and roll calls, Supervisory
Agent Carlos Pitones stated in an
email on Thursday, April 1.

"Larger numbers of apprehen-
sions also increase the possibility
of a detainee needing immediate
medical attention requiring an
agent to transport the subject to a
nearby hospital or clinic," he stat-
ed.

Currently, ICE will notify
Border Patrol about who they are
able to accept into custody, which
typically has been most single
adults who do not have any med-
ical conditions that ICE is unable
to attend to, according to Pitones.

Family units or juveniles are
generally not taken into the cus-
tody of ICE at the local level, he
added. 

Family units, which consist of
a parent or legal guardian and
child, are currently being
processed by the Border Patrol via
a Notice to Appear (NTA) and
released on their Own
Recognizance (OR) with assis-
tance from NGOs. A similar
NTA/OR will be issued to those
single adults who have medical
conditions that prevent them from
being processed by ICE.

Additionally, unaccompanied
children are provided an NTA and
referred to the federal Office of
Refugee Resettlement for place-
ment, Pitones stated.

Because of the recent migrant
surge and the inability of ICE to
detain subjects, the El Centro
Sector has referred an increased
number of individuals to NGOs. 

And until there is guidance
from Border Patrol headquarters in
Washington, D.C., the local sector
will not be performing COVID
testing on those immigrants it
apprehends.

"El Centro Sector will contin-
ue to work with the county and
NGOs as much as possible to min-
imize the risk of COVID(-positive)
subjects being released to the com-
munity," Pitones stated.

A recent change in policy that
prohibits immigration officials
from transporting migrants beyond
a five-mile radius also appears to
be contributing to the increased
number of migrants being tem-
porarily housed locally and outside
the county.

In the past, the Border Patrol
would often transport asylum seek-
ers directly to the Galilee Center
for temporary housing, said
Claudia Castorena, the Mecca-
based center's co-founder and
chief financial officer. 

Since the federal government's
March 1 change in immigrant
transportation policy, shelter per-
sonnel have been traveling to the
county Mondays through Fridays
to pick up individuals released
from Border Patrol custody,
Castorena said during an April 1,
phone interview.

The shelter has a capacity of
about 70 people. Lately, migrants
released in the Imperial County
and transported to the shelter have
accounted for about 50 to 70 per-
cent of those housed there, she
said.

Typically, the Border Patrol
will provide the shelter advance
notice of the number of asylum
seekers it is processing.

"They're doing what they can
and they're pretty good about com-
municating with us," Castorena
said. "They send us basic informa-
tion ahead of time."

In contrast, ICE appears to be
operating in a more circumspect
manner, said Mark Lane, executive
director of the Spring Valley-based
nonprofit Minority Humanitarian
Foundation.

The organization has also been
enlisted by local stakeholders to
provide transportation out of the
county for recently released
migrants and is typically in the
Valley about three days a week.  

"Border Patrol works with
some organizations to get people
picked up while ICE just drops
them off in the middle of the street
and walks away," Lane said during
an April 1 phone interview. 

He also praised the efforts of
local officials during such trying
times.

"Imperial County Public
Health is doing a superb job, much
better than San Diego, with less
resources," Lane said.  

Requests for comment regard-
ing its operation amid the apparent
migrant surge were not responded
to by ICE.

In Search of a Better Life
Prior to the Marquéz brothers'

illegal entry into the United States
on March 16 through San Luis
Colorado, Sonora, Mexico, the
Havana residents had attempted to
reach the southern coast of Florida
via a boat from Cuba.

The unsuccessful attempt
resulted in incarceration, a hefty
fine, and being branded political
dissidents, yet the attempt further
fueled their collective desire to get
out of Cuba. 

The brothers decided to
attempt to enter the U.S. through
Mexico for their most recent incur-
sion and present themselves to the
authorities rather than risk poten-
tial injury or death by trying to
avoid detection in the region's sur-
rounding desert. 

"Whatever person wants to
come (seek asylum), if they make
it this far, they should turn them-
selves in," 49-year-old Marco
Antonio said. "Why make it more
difficult on themselves?"

In the United States, asylum
protection is granted to foreign
nationals who are either already
present in the country or arriving at
the border and who meet the inter-
national law definition of a
"refugee," the nonprofit, nonparti-
san American Immigration
Council website reported.

A refugee is defined as a per-
son who is unable or unwilling to
return to their home country, and
cannot obtain protection in that
country, due to past persecution or
a well-founded fear of being perse-
cuted in the future "on account of
race, religion, nationality, mem-
bership in a particular social
group, or political opinion,"
according to the United Nations
1951 Convention and 1967
Protocol, the latter of which the
U.S. is a signatory.

While President Donald
Trump had required that migrants
seeking asylum at the Southwest

border remain in Mexico, creating
a backlog of an estimated 70,000
cases, the Biden administration
suspended the policy for those
newly arriving at the border.

The shift in policy explains
how 23-year-old Ecuadorian
national Nelly Chimpantiza came
to find herself and her 6-year-old
daughter at the Ramada hotel in
Holtville. 

She, too, had turned herself in
to the Border Patrol after being
smuggled into Calexico. The pair
had initially taken a flight from
Ecuador to Mexico City, from
where they boarded a two-day bus
trip to Mexicali.

Chimpantiza said she was
"escaping" an abusive partner and
domestic situation that also placed
her daughter's life at risk. After
seven days of hotel isolation, she
said she was looking forward to
soon joining her cousin in
Brooklyn, New York, as well as
the opportunities her daughter
could access in America and which
were largely unavailable to her in
their home country.  

"I want to her to have a future,"
Chimpantiza said in Spanish, "to
work and get ahead."
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For your advertising needs, please
call us at 760-339-4899.

Migrants......................................................................from page 7

A Sure Helpline Crisis Center employee displays some of the
donated items that the nonprofit has received to distribute to
migrant children housed at the Ramada hotel at the Barbara
Worth County Club in Holtville. | JULIO MORALES PHOTO
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