
December 21, 2020 

  

VIA EMAIL 

  

Board of Supervisors 

c/o Clerk of the Board 

County of Imperial 

150 S. 9th Street 

El Centro, CA 92243 

blancaacosta@co.imperial.ca.us 

bospubliccomment@co.imperial.ca.us 

CC: Chairman Luis A. Plancarte (luisplancarte@co.imperial.ca.us) 

Boardmember Jesus E. Escobar 

(jesusescobar@co.imperial.ca.us) 

Boardmember Michael W. Kelley 

(michaelkelley@co.imperial.ca.us) 

Boardmember Ryan E. Kelley (ryankelley@co.imperial.ca.us) 

Boardmember Ray Castillo (raycastillo@co.imperial.ca.us) 

  

RE:      Item 19, Regular Meeting of The Board of Supervisors for December 21, 2020; 

            Imperial County APCD Adoption of Rule 430 (Composting Operations) 

  

Dear Honorable Board of Supervisors: 

  

Comité Civico del Valle (“Comité”) and the below signatories respectfully submit the following 

comments to the County of Imperial (“County”) Board of Supervisors (“Board”), acting as the 

Board of Directors for the County’s Air Pollution Control District (“APCD”), on the above-

referenced item related to the consideration of Rule 430 that will regulate existing and future 

composting operations (“Rule 430”). 

  

In early November, Comité submitted comments to the Board raising significant concerns with 

Rule 430 as proposed. However, the recently released staff report is substantively identical to the 

prior staff report, which fails to mention (much less address) the concerns raised in the prior 

comment letter. As such, Comité has retained an air quality expert with extensive experience in 

the composting industry. While that expert letter will be provided shortly, [1] it does confirm many 

of the concerns previously raised. Moreover, it raises additional issues that plague the County’s 

proposed adoption of Rule 430. As a courtesy, we wish to highlight some of the issues identified 

in the forthcoming expert letter: 

  

·       The County’s analysis relies on the unrealistic assumption that composting operations 

will remain constant over a ten-year period, which conflicts with the fact that the County 

has recently approved a cattle feedlot expansion project that would have increased 

composting operations. So too, that assumption is contrary to statewide efforts (i.e., SB 

1383) that will promote increased composting operations at existing and new composting 

facilities in the County. 

·       Rule 430 fails to consider feasible mitigation measures in Table A, such as considering 

low-cost in-vessel systems that use forced aeration enclosed in elongated plastic bags 

(commonly referred to as “AG-BAG”)—a system far more effective at reducing emissions.  



·       Rule 430 fails to include all Best Management Practices used by San Joaquin Valley 

Unified Air Pollution Control District (i.e., Rule 4566). 

·       The County’s analysis likely double-counts mitigation measure that was already part 

of the baseline conditions during the 2018 State Implementation Plan (“SIP”). 

·       Rule 430 fails to prevent operators/owners from piecemealing their operations to fall 

below the 100,000 tons per year threshold, which would trigger more stringent measures. 

·       The County’s analysis improperly utilizes emission factors designed for facilities with 

predominant greenwaste, which is entirely different than the facilities at issue here in the 

County. 

·       The County’s analysis relies on 13-year-old cost estimates for more stringent 

measures. This outdated information does not reflect current costs and skews the 

County’s decision-making here. 

·       The County’s analysis does not attempt to consider whether the mitigation measures 

adequately address various toxic air contaminates associated with composting operations 

(e.g., ammonia, propylene, naphthalene, acetaldehyde, and propanol). This requires a 

health risk assessment to confirm Rule 430’s mitigation measures are adequate to avoid 

public health risks to this well-known environmental justice community (i.e., cancer risks, 

non-cancer chronic health risks, non-cancer acute health risks). 

In sum, the forthcoming expert letter confirms that Rule 430 is not ready for approval until the 

County provides an adequate analysis, closes loopholes, and incorporates more mitigation 

measures. Hence, we respectfully request the County stay its action and meet with our expert to 

help resolve these issues. Thank you for your consideration, and please include this letter in the 

administrative file for Rule 430. 

  

Sincerely,  

 

 

 
 
Luis Olmedo 
Executive Director 
Comite Civico Del Valle, Inc. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
[1] The expert letter is in response to the County’s new staff report, which was posted online on or around late-Friday or early-

Saturday. Thus, earlier submission could not have been provided under the circumstances. 



Eric M. Reyes 
Los Amigos de la  

Comunidad IV 

 

Isabel Solis 
La Coalición de la Buena 

Salud y Bienestar 
Comunitario 

 

John Hernandez 
Our Roots 

Multi-Cultural Center 
 

 

Daniela Flores 
Imperial Valley Equity & 

Justice Coalition 

 

Blanca E Morales 
IV Community Health 

Coalition 

 

Blanca E Morales 
Calexico Wellness Center 

 

 

Calexico Needs Change Raul Urena 
*Calexico Council Member 

*for identification purpose 

 

  

   

 


