
 
 

 

 WHEREAS, The City of Calexico was incorporated on April 16, 1908. 

 WHEREAS, the Trustees on June 3, 1919 announced in the Calexico Chronicle plans to erect a Memorial City 
Hall as a noble tribute by people of Calexico in honor of her soldier and sailors who have served in the nation’s wars, and  

 WHEREAS, previously on Saturday night May 28, 1919, the following resolution was presented and its 
adoption moved by President Abbott; seconded by M. Burdick and unanimously adopted by the Trustees of the City of 
Calexico is as follows: 

 WHEREAS, in the course of events this nation has been called upon to unsheathe the sword and forsaking the 
ways of peace make war for the preservation of that liberty and freedom given to us as a glorious heritage by the patriot 
fathers and to carry to the oppressed and downtrodden peoples of earth that same freedom and liberty; and 

 WHEREAS, when the call to arms came our young men stood not upon the order of going, but cheerfully went 
forth to fight and if need be to die that the nation might live; and 

 WHEREAS, it is fitting that we, the Trustees of the City of Calexico; and representing the people thereof should 
recognize the valor her son and preserve into posterity their patriotic sacrifices and their devotion to the old flag as an 
example to the generations yet unborn, 

 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that a City Hall or building be erected in the Civic Center of said City, 
according to plans presented, and that it be dedicated as a lasting and enduring testimonials to the soldiers and sailors, 
living and dead, who went forth from Calexico; and  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that whereas it is entirely within the powers and resources of this body, that 
a sufficient surplus sum of the public moneys are hereby set aside and preprinted to this cause and that this building stand 
as a memorial by the people of the City of Calexico to their soldiers and sailors for all times.   

 WHEREAS, said Memorial City Hall, completed in 1920 for $18,000 was designed similar to Carnegie Library 
by Architect Ralph Swearingen of Calexico, with the first or upper floor housing city offices and basement serving the 
Legionaires of Goree-Lake Post 90, of the American Legion, as a soldiers’ club; and 

 WHEREAS, Goree-Lake Post, No. 90 American Legion, was established in 1919 and is named after two 
Calexico soldiers killed in France, (for Lieutenant Rogers Campbell Gore who died when his Span plane crashed in 
Issodoun, France shortly after the signing of the Armistice on 11 November 1918 that ended World War I, and for 
Sergeant Thomas Lake, 316 Engineers, killed by a sniper in the Meuse-Argmonne offensive; and 

 WHEREAS, Calexico’s active duty and ex-service veterans conducted their Goree-Lake Post No. 90 meetings at 
said club house on the 1st and last Thursday night of each month for several years until the Old City Hall closed after 75 
years of community service; and 

 WHEREAS, the City successfully restored the 1920 building (by Architect Kent Hems of Calexico), and 
celebrated the opening of a $3.3 million beautiful New City Hall on May 16, 1995, designated by Architects Coup and 
Smith of Calexico-to-centralize scattered City offices, and subsequently leased the Old City Hall building to the Consulate 
of Mexico to make available important consulate services to the Imperial and Mexicali valleys. 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, I, Rosie Arreola-Fernandez, Mayor of the City of Calexico, on 
behalf of the Calexico City Council, do proclaim November 11, 2020 as “Memorial City Hall Day” in celebration of the 
100th Anniversary of the 1920 Memorial City Hall; and furthermore to observe and celebrated Veterans Day 2020 honoring 
all those who served the country in war or peace, deceased or alive by thanking them for their sacrifices and service. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto affix my signature and Official Seal of the City of Calexico  
 on this 4th day of November, 2020. 
 

 

            ___________________________________ 

                                                   Rosie Arreola-Fernandez, Mayor  


